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Residents’ 
nightmare 
as youths 
run riot on 
new estate 



STRIKING: Professor's Big Bang project was a big hit in the Big Apple 
ART 

PROF LIGHTS UP NY 


EXCLUSIVE by Chris Murphy 

yourmedway@kosmedia.co.uk 

GANGS of youths roaming a new hous¬ 
ing estate have turned residents into pris¬ 
oners in their own homes after a spate of 
criminal and anti-social behaviour. 

It has now become such a problem 
senior figures from a leading housing 
association, local police and developers 
are holding emergency meetings in a 
bid to crack down on the problems. 

Residents on the unfinished Liberty 
Park estate in Wainscott claim young¬ 
sters are running wild and say police 
are called there “on a daily basis”. 

Liberty Park is advertised by the de¬ 
veloper, Crest Nicholson, as a “unique 
collection of one and two bedroom 


apartments and two, three and four 
bedroom houses”. Prices range from 
£160,000 to £260,000. 

In keeping with modern develop¬ 
ments, part of the estate was designed 
as affordable housing. 

But residents have been left fuming 
after trouble on the estate - and have 
even started their own website so home 
owners can voice their concerns. 

In an entry dated April 17, a post 
claims there were people “destroying 
lives” on the estate and appealing for 
help in how to stop youths from gather¬ 
ing “and causing chaos”. 

Another post earlier the same day 
reads: “The police were here in force last 

Continued on page 2 


NEW York’s famous Times Square 
lit up this month with a piece 
of video art created by a local 
professor. 

The art project sees a dozen of 
the huge LED advertising screens 
which surround the landmark’s 
skyscrapers co-ordinated to 


display digital art. And among the 
first to see their work used was 
Ori Gersht, professor of photogra¬ 
phy at the of the University for the 
Creative Arts in Rochester. 

He said: “Presenting my work 
like this was a very special expe¬ 
rience.” 


EVENT 

PiL headline 
ME1 festival 

SEX Pistols frontman John 
Lydon will headline a new one- 
day music festival in Rochester 
with his band Public Image 
Ltd. Music Event One (ME1) 
takes place in July and will 
see shows across a range of 
venues in the town. Other big 
names performing include The 
Wedding Present. PAGE 3 


CRIME 

Court hears of 
fire death trio 

THE court case into the fire 
which killed a young mum, her 
child and her father got under 
way at Maidstone Crown Court 
this week. Three stand accused 
of murdering Melissa Crook, 
her 15-month son Noah and 
her father Mark at a blaze at 
their home in Chatham Hill last 
September. PAGE 2 


SPORT 

Can Gills spoil 
DiCanio party? 

GILLINGHAM continue to drink 
at the last chance saloon in 
their bid to land a play-off 
place after a disappointing run 
of form as the season reaches 
a climax. And they face arch 
rivals Swindon at Priestfield on 
Saturday - a game that could 
see their opponents crowned 
champions. PAGE 47 
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TODAY: A mix of sunshine and showers, 
these mainly during the afternoon. Feel¬ 
ing quite chilly. Moderate south-westerly 
winds. Max temp 10-13C (50-55F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover _ _ 12.09 6.4 


Margate 00.46 4.6 13.12 4.5 

St Mary’s 05.36 5.4 17.53 5.4 

WEEK AHEAD 



<L Sunday 

Max 13C 

Min 5C 

Monday 

Max 12C 

Min 5C 

Tuesday 

Max 13C 

Min 6C 

<££> Wednesday 

Max 14C 

Min 8C 

Thursday 

Max 15C 

Min 8C 

<£%$ Friday 

Max 15C 

Min 8C 
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HOUSING 

Meetings taking place in bid 
to clampdown on kids making 
life miserable on new estate 


Continued from front page 

night. These children have no 
care in the world and are scared 
of nothing.” 

And it advises people think¬ 
ing about buying a Crest Ni¬ 
cholson house at Liberty Park 
to visit a Kent Police site which 
details crimes recorded in the 
area. It claims it reveals a host 
of burglaries, more than 50 
cases of anti-social behaviour, 
robbery, vehicle crime and vio¬ 
lent crimes for the area covered 
by the postcode. 

Another local writes: “We 
spent our Easter not being able 
to sleep with youths threaten¬ 
ing us throughout the night, 
kicking our door in, and 
screaming abuse at us. We 
keep our curtains closed and 
lock ourselves in, too scared to 
go outside and what these 
youths will do. What a life we 
have here.” 

Now police say they are up¬ 
ping patrols in a bid to resolve 
the issues. 


Sergeant Steve Holpin said: 
“Kent Police has been made 
aware of residents’ concerns 
and we are working closely 
with a number of other agen¬ 
cies to tackle the issues raised. 

“Officers have been patrol¬ 
ling the area regularly but 
these high-visibility patrols 
have now been increased and 
officers will be available for 
residents to speak to, should 
they wish. This police presence 
will be ongoing. 

“A CCTV camera has recent¬ 
ly been installed, this will be 
closely monitored and will 
hopefully act as a deterrent 
against crime and anti-social 
behaviour.” 

West Kent Housing Associa¬ 
tion, based in Sevenoaks, runs 
the affordable housing on the 
site. It says it is aware of the 
problems and is taking steps to 
combat them. 

A spokesman said: “We are 
aware of the problems some 
residents have been experienc¬ 
ing. We encourage residents to 


tell us about the problems and 
provide evidence about what 
they are experiencing. 

“We have jointly-funded 
overt cameras for the area to 
help us identify perpetrators. 
We will work to provide oppor¬ 
tunities to change behaviours, 
for example through Appropri¬ 
ate Behaviour Agreements, of¬ 
fering mediation/restorative 
justice and working with the 
youth services to provide posi¬ 
tive outcomes for young people 
and their families. 

“Where this is not success¬ 
ful, we will take action against 
tenancies where there is evi¬ 
dence to do so. Tenancies are at 
risk if tenants or their visitors 
cause anti-social behaviour. 
We invest in the areas where 
we have homes and aspire to 
create cohesive communities 
and have a proven track record 
for doing so.” 

A spokesman for developer 
Crest Nicholson, which has no 
say in who the association 
houses at the site, said it was in 



talks with the key parties in¬ 
volved: “It has come to our at¬ 
tention that there are a small 
number of children at Liberty 
Park who are causing a nui¬ 
sance to some residents. 

“Senior personnel from Crest 
Nicholson have recently held a 
meeting with West Kent Hous¬ 
ing Association and the police 
to establish a strategy to im¬ 
prove this behaviour so that 
our residents can enjoy their 
new homes.” 

Chief Inspector Richard 
Cherry added: “Anti-social be¬ 
haviour will not be tolerated 
and we will not hesitate to deal 
with offenders robustly. 

“Everyone has the right to 
live without fear of harassment 
or damage to their property, 
and alongside the housing pro¬ 
vider and local council, we will 


do all we can to ensure that is 
the case. 

“We are working closely 
with a small minority of resi¬ 
dents and families that contin¬ 
ue to cause problems on the 
estate and would ask all resi¬ 
dents to report all incidents of 
anti-social behaviour or dam¬ 
age to their housing providers 
and the police in order for us to 
evidence the behaviour and 
deal accordingly. 

“Our joint family manage¬ 
ment programme will work 
with local families and aims to 
reduce levels of anti-social be¬ 
haviour and improve every¬ 
one’s quality of life. 

“Ultimately however, those 
who do not abide by the rules 
and continue to break the 
terms of their tenancy could be 
evicted.” 


CRIME 

Public reassured after car wash shooting 


POLICE admit the investigation into a 
shooting incident in Gillingham last Fri¬ 
day is “complex” as the first of those ar¬ 
rested in connection with the drama 
appeared before court this week. 

Two men, aged 27 and 34, received 
serious injuires after being shot near the 
Railway Hand Car Wash in Railway 
Street, Gillingham. Both were dis¬ 
charged from hospital after receiving 
treatment. 

The incident sparked a major 
alert, with armed squads surrounding 


the area and a helicopter helping 
the search. 

While a probe into the cause of the 
incident continues, police say it is be¬ 
lieved to centre around a business dis¬ 
pute and to not be a random incident. 

Assistant Chief Constable Andy Ad¬ 
ams said: “Incidents like this are very 
rare in our county. 

“As a result of that, of course people 
will be frightened. 

“Let me reassure everybody that this 
was not an indiscriminate act. 


“There was a dispute the day before 
in the same location. We know this inci¬ 
dent is associated with that dispute, so 
this was specific to the location. 

“At this time, we believe it was 
a shotgun involved and we are looking 
for that weapon as well as the people 
involved.” 

On Tuesday, Adam Green, 24, unem¬ 
ployed from Hards Town, Chatham, 
was charged with one count of threats 
to kill and one count of affray. The 
charges all related to an incident the 


day before the shooting at around 3 pm 
on the Thursday. 

He was remanded in custody until a 
further court appearance on April 2 3. 

So far three other people have been 
arrested and bailed in relation to vari¬ 
ous offences around the alleged busi¬ 
ness dispute that is understood to be 
core to the shooting. 

Another man handed themselves into 
police on Tuesday morning. Another 
person who is wanted in connection 
with the incident is still at large. 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

Top of the range ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door, superb product maintenance free. 

Totally secure and fully guaranteed. 

RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 



TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR 
WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 


TEL: 01622 765993 


INC VAT & FITTED FREE!!* 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 


MAIDSTONE • CANTERBURY 
CROYDON • COLCHESTER 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

Pistols frontman to 
headline new festival 



PRETTY VACANT: Controversial rocker John Lydon will headline the Music Event One festival 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

JOHN Lydon - former lead singer of the Sex 
Pistols - will rock Rochester this summer after 
he was revealed as the headliner for a major 
new music event spread out over ten venues in 
the town. 

Mr Lydon, who now fronts Public Image Ltd, 
will headline Music Event One (ME1) which 
takes place on July 2 8. 

A main stage will be set up by Rochester Cas¬ 
tle, while music will also take place at a host of 
other venues throughout the day. 

Organisers hope this will be the first in a series 
of annual events which it aims to eventually 
turn into a three-day festival. 

Promoter Neil Burrows explains: “We have 
the main stage in the castle, which has a capac¬ 
ity of 4,600, with a four band bill. In addition, 
we have ten venues along the High Street, each 
putting on five bands each. 

“This year is for one day only, 2013 will be for 
two days, building to three days in 2014.” 

Other artists confirmed for the main stage are 
Leeds rockers The Wedding Present, Theatre 
Royal and Kids Unique. 

Mr Burrows added: “I’m obviously really ex¬ 
cited at the prospect of having John Lydon head¬ 
lining our debut year.” 

PiL returned to live shows in 2009 after a 17- 
year hiatus. 


Mr Lydon shot to fame as punk Johnny Rot¬ 
ten, the outrageous frontman of the Sex Pistols 
who caused controversy with their Never Mind 
the Bollocks album and 1977 single God Save 
the Queen, released at the time of the Silver Jubi¬ 
lee. It reached number two in the charts and was 
banned by the BBC. 

The song is currently at the centre of a cam¬ 
paign initiated on Facebook to get it to number 
one in the charts this year to coincide with the 
Diamond Jubilee. However, this week Mr Lydon 
came out and distanced himself from the cam¬ 


paign saying it undermined “what the Sex Pis¬ 
tols stood for”. 

The arrival of ME1 adds to a remarkable line¬ 
up of live music in Medway this summer, which 
will have seen a string of top name acts perform¬ 
ing just the week before as part of the Castle Con¬ 
certs series. From July 18-21 acts including Jools 
Holland, Steps, Billy Ocean and Alexander 
O’Neal and the Royal Philharmonic will perform 
in the grounds of the castle. 

Ticket details for ME1 will be confirmed on 
May 4 when they go on sale. 


r i 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


Helicopter helps cops 

A 25-year-old has been charged after police 
arrested a man within 30 minutes of receiving a 
call that a burglary was in progress in Lodge Hill 
Lane, Chattenden. 

A helicopter was drafted in to help after the 
call at around 2.50pm on April 11. A man was 
arrested in nearby fields. Richard Wallbridge, 25, 
of Singlewell Road, Gravesend, has been 
charged on suspicion of four burglaries, fraud by 
false representation and common assault. 

Bridge threat resolved 

POLICE managed to talk down a man threaten¬ 
ing to jump from the M2 bridge in Rochester last 
Friday. 

Officers were deployed and Sheerness 
lifeboat alerted and launched, at just before 
3pm. The lifeboat crew had been in action the 
day before after reports of a missing nine-year- 
old child in the Allhallows area of Hoo. The 
child was found safe and well inshore and the 
crew stood down. 

^Turning Japanese 

A SPECIAL exhibition focusing on the links 
between Japan and Gillingham gets under way 
next month in the year which marks the 30th 
anniversary of formal links between the two. 

In 1982, sister city partnerships were agreed 
between Gillingham and Ito and Yokosuka - and 
when Medway became a unitary authority, the 
agreements were confirmed once more. 

From May 2 to May 12, at Eastgate House, 
Rochester, the exhibition will be put on by the 
Japan group of Medway's international relations 
committee. 


COURT 

Trio deny murder as house fire 
kills three generations of family 



THE trial of three people ac¬ 
cused of killing a mother, her 
child and her father in a house 
fire in Chatham has started. 

Used car salesman Danai 
Muhammadi, 24, his girlfriend, 
unemployed Emma Smith, 21, 
and doorman Farhad Mahmud, 
35, are charged with murder¬ 
ing Muhammadi's estranged 
wife Melissa Crook, 20, their 
15-month-old son Noah and 
Melissa’s father Mark, 48. 

They are also charged with 
the attempted murder of 
Melissa's brother Bohdan, 21, 
and her mum Amanda, who 
both escaped the fire at the 
property in Chatham Hill in 
Chatham in the early hours of 
September 10, 2011. 

Smith, of Barley Lea, Stoke 
ALdermoor, Coventry, has an 
additional charge of conspiracy 
to commit arson with intent to 
endanger life. 

All three deny the charges. 

Muhammadi, of Britannia 
Street, Coventry, Smith and 
Mahmud, of Kensington 
House, Fernhill Road, Maid¬ 
stone, spoke only to confirm 
their names at Maidstone 
Crown Court on the first 
day of the trial. 


It is expected to last four 
weeks with phone records, 
CCTV images, automatic 
number plate recognition 
images and more than 70 
prosecution witnesses. 

The trial will be led by 
High Court Judge Sir Nigel 
Sweeney. 

The prosecution team is 
being led by barrister Mark 
Dennis QC, who has worked on 
high profile cases including the 
Securitas robbery and the case 
of M25 rapist Antoni Imiela. 

Melissa Crook and her son 
died at the scene of the fire in 


TRAGEDY: 

Melissa Crook 
and her 15- 
month-old 
son Noah died 
in a house fire, 
estranged 
husband and 
father Danai 
Muhammadi 
is one of 
three people 
accused of 
their murder 

September last year. 

Bodhan Crook escaped the 
property by jumping out of a 
first floor window, breaking his 
hands and feet. 

Melissa's parents Amanda 
and Mark escaped the property 
but her father was left 
critically ill with severe burns 
and died six days later. 

Muhammadi and Melissa 
married in Rochester in 2010 
and moved to Coventry. The 
pair split up a few months later 
and she moved back in with 
her family in Kent with 
son Noah. 
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Call into Premier Travel , 

25 Station Road, Rainham, Kent 

Tel 01634 352143 


Exceeding your expectations with quality, value for money coach holidays 

We also offer day trips with local Medway towns pick up and drop off. We are 
fully ABTA bonded and can arrange all your holiday requirements from flight only, 
accommodation and cruises to worldwide itineries. We will endeavour to beat any ABTA 
internet price with first classs friendly service. T&Cs apply. L5039 
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SPRING DIALS NOW ON 

n-asnn minis musts to cuss 



(*supply only) 


Starlight Exford Wisteria 

Limestone fireplace suite surround with gas fireplace suite (exc. fire) 
just £400* fire just £550* just £499* 


J.OG BURNERS REDUCED TO CLEAR 

subject to availability 




NEW 2012 RANGES 
NOW ON DISPLAY 

VISIT OUR FRIENDLY SHOWROOM 

Professional, Gas Safe registered 
fitting service available 




6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial Estate, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3TD 

www.the-fireplace.net 
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TRANSPORT 


Airport plans 
would need ‘a 
city the size of 
Manchester’ 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

AVIATION experts have poured 
doubt on the feasibility of a 
Thames Estuary airport, add¬ 
ing further fuel to the fight 
against the controversial plans. 

Chief executive of Birming¬ 
ham International Airport Paul 
Kehoe argued that a single hub 
airport could not answer Brit¬ 
ain’s aviation needs and Brit¬ 
ain’s air control service NATS 
(National Air Traffic Services) 
said the estuary was the “worst 
spot” to locate an airport. 

World renowned architect 
Lord Foster last year unveiled 
ambitious plans for a £50bn 
hub airport on the Isle of Grain, 
including a rail line and 
Thames crossing and involving 
the closure of Heathrow. 

It followed an idea by Lon¬ 
don Mayor Boris Johnson, who 
suggested building a floating 
hub airport on reclaimed land 
in the estuary. 

Writing for the weekly news¬ 
letter for the group An Execu¬ 
tive View of British Travel, avi¬ 
ation expert Mr Kehoe said: 
“Heathrow already handles 70 
million passengers a year. The 
Department for Transport esti¬ 
mates Britain will need space 
for 125 million more a year by 
2030. There is no way that 
Heathrow, even with a third 
runway, can possibly answer 
this demand. 

“And an estuary airport 


nil 
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would require a new town the 
size of Manchester to cater for 
the workers and their families 
- all in a region already cited as 
needing five new reservoirs.” 

He demanded the Govern¬ 
ment’s upcoming aviation re¬ 
view first consider how best to 
use existing resources such as 
airports in Birmingham, Liver¬ 
pool and Manchester. 

His comments came just as 
the boss of Britain’s air control 
service NATS, Richard Deakin, 
voiced concern over the feasi¬ 
bility of the estuary plans by 
architect Lord Foster. 

He said it was the “worst 
spot” to put an airport, arguing 
that it was directly under the 
convergence of arrival and de¬ 
parture flight paths for four of 
London’s five airports. He said 
there was also the risk of strikes 
from thousands of birds. 

Leader of Medway Council, 
Rodney Chambers said Lord 
Foster had failed to do research 
into the location. 

“It was clear last year he 
hadn’t done his homework as 
he had placed his airport on top 
of the LNG plant - which stores 
one fifth of the UK’s gas - and 
the power station there,” he 
said. “It was obvious he had 
not actually left his office and 
travelled from London to have 
a look before releasing his fan¬ 
tasy pie in the sky scheme. 

“Now it seems he didn’t even 
bother talking to air traffic con¬ 
trol body, NATS, which beg- 
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gars belief. 

“After all, their chief execu¬ 
tive says there couldn’t be a 
worse spot for a hub airport 
than the Thames estuary.” 

Cllr Chambers said if Lord 
Foster’s proposal - which in¬ 
volves shutting Heathrow - 
gets off the ground, the airport 
would carry twice as many 
passengers as Heathrow. 

He said: “With that in mind, 
I welcome Paul Kehoe’s com¬ 
ments that the infrastructure 
needed for such an airport, in¬ 
cluding for more than 100,000 
people and their families to 
move here would be unsustain¬ 
able. 

“The Government’s consul¬ 
tation is due to start this sum¬ 
mer and Medway Council, Kent 
County Council and other 
councils across Kent and Essex, 
as well as MPs, and the RSPB 
have already said they will put 
forward a strong argument 
that an estuary airport is a 
non-starter. I would urge oth¬ 
ers to do the same.” 


SPORT 


Fans will be allowed to watch Gills 


GILLS fans will be able to fill PriestfieLd for this 
Saturday's crunch League Two clash - but the 
relief may be short-lived as defeat would see 
their rivals crowned champions and almost cer¬ 
tainly snuff out last hopes Andy Hessenthaler’s 
men have of clinching a play-off place. 

Club chairman Paul Scally confirmed this 
week he had settled a dispute with the police 
over costs for patrolling the home clash against 
Swindon Town - historically a tie which has 
stirred up passions both on and off the pitch. 

It was feared the game would be played 
behind closed doors after Medway Council 
issued a prohibition notice preventing fans from 
attending the match until the bill was settled. 

Mike O’Brien, Medway Council's portfolio 
holder for community safety and customer 
contact, said: “We are pleased to say Kent Police 
have informed us that the dispute over costs of 
policing at the match have been resolved and 


the required numbers of police officers needed 
will be in the ground on the day. 

"Last week, Medway Council was left with no 
option but to issue a prohibition notice stating 
that fans could not attend the match until steps 
were taken to resolve this. We did this following 
advice from Kent Police that they have specific 
intelligence concerning the match and its fans. 

"We are pleased that the police and club have 
reached a resolution as this is good news for 
supporters from both sides. 

“I hope it will be a good, exciting match, and 
as a Gillingham fan I shall, of course, be keeping 
my fingers crossed for a home team win." 

It is not the first time this season a Gills game 
has hung in the balance over policing costs. Just 
24-hours before their sell-out FA Cup clash with 
Stoke City a similar situation occurred - untiL a 
frantic couple of hours saw a deal finally agreed 
when the club backed down. 


Lord Foster said: “We believe WORST 
the economic case for the SPOT: Lord 
Thames hub is compelling as Foster's 
Britain is already losing out to design has 
expanding European hubs. Our been criticised 
proposal comprehensively ad- f 0 r its Lack of 
dresses the infrastructure need- consultation 
ed to maximise the advantages w ith experts 
of a new airport. ” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Reckless curry bid 

CLIFFE Spice restaurant has been nominated by 
Rochester and Strood MP Mark Reckless for the 
Tiffin Cup - an annual contest held by MPs at 
Westminister in a bid to find the best South 
Asian restaurant in the UK. 

The CLiffe Woods restaurant will now battle 
it out in a regional final in a bid to become a 
national finalist. It has previously won a Medway 
Curry Award and been a finalist in the national 
British Curry Awards. 

Publisher's audio deal 

WALDERSLADE-based Caffeine Nights 
Publishing has signed a deal at the London Book 
Fair with a firm to help produce audiobooks of its 
author’s works. 

The deal with Oxford firm Electric Breeze 
Audio will see Caffeine's Deadly Focus by RC 
Bridgestock made into an audio book. It will be 
narrated by Paul AnsdeLL who previously voiced 
the Woman in Black. Caffeine chief Darren Laws 
said: "Hopefully this will be the first of many." 

^Burglary court case 

JOHN Ward, 35, will appear before magistrates 
at the end of the month after being charged this 
week with two burglaries foLLwing incidents in 
Hopewell Drive in February. 

Ward, of Gold Driver, Wainscott, has also been 
charged with shoplifting following an incident at 
a store in Pattens Lane, Chatham on February 
28. He appears before Medway Magistrates 
Court on ApriL 30. 


Little Venice 

Country Fark Be Marina 
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A TRANQUIL HAVEN 
WHERE TIME /* 
FORGOTTEN 

Set in over 40 acres of picturesque 
Kent countryside nestles Little 
Venice Country Park and Marina. 

• Off the river Medway 

• Twelve month holiday 
homes for sale 

• Riverside or Marina mooring 
spaces available 

• Leisure boats for sale 

• Fishing lake 

• Clubhouse 


Hampstead Lane, Yalding, Kent ME18 6HH 
Tel 01622 814 158 Fax 01622 814 083 
Email sales@little-venice.uk.com 
www.little-venice.uk.com 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

Why there is a festival 
for you just around the 
corner this summer 



Why I hope you 
never have to 
ring this number: 
01795 477505 

Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and usually people 
ring me when their marriage has broken 
down; or they are in dispute with a 
neighbour; or they have had an injury at 
work; or someone has died. 

Matrimonial, litigation, personal injury, 
commercial law, conveyancing and 
probate. I do it. It's my job - but I never 
forget that for you it could be the most 
important moment in your life, that moment 
when you pick up the phone to ring. 

RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

IT is perhaps fitting that into the Garden of Eng¬ 
land this summer will be pushed some of the 
world’s most successful ageing rock stars to soak 
up the warming sunshine of adulation. 

And before they head off for a well-earned 
snooze, there will be the small case of receiving a 
cheque big enough to buy an oast house or two 
to stroke tenderly as they are driven at speed out 
of the county. 

Because this summer the music festival scene 
in Kent is dominated by stars of a certain age. 
Not, of course, that there is any fault with that. 
After all, those with longevity have straddled 
generations for good reason. As organisers of 
one annual event know only too well. 

The Hop Farm Festival has quickly established 
itself as the county’s big-hitter. The debate over 
whether it is the county’s best is for another day, 
but with veteran no-nonsense promoter Vince 
Power at the helm, it is not afraid to splash the 
cash in cornering the legends’ market. 

Thus for the three days it occupies the Pad- 
dock Wood tourist attraction between June 29 
and July 1 it will bring the l ik es of Bob Dylan, 70; 


Ray Davies, 67; Peter Gabriel, 62; and even 
Bruce Forsyth - a mere 84. 

And while the likes of Suede and Primal 
Scream are sprinkled into the mix, it’s not going 
to drag the average age down that dramatically. 
It is, however, going to drag in a lot of folk 
who come armed with that all important ‘dis¬ 
posable income’. 

They come, they bring their kids, they spend 
lots of money. In this day and age it is the festival 
bean counter’s dream. 

Which is indeed what they did last year when 
it served up the Eighties heroes of Morrissey and 
Prince, in addition to The Eagles, to entertain the 
sun-blessed crowds. 

It’s not worth contemplating that both solo 
performers - at 53 and 52 respectively - are 
young enough to be Dylan’s kids. 

Among those Mr Power had been hoping to 
sign up for the festival was Leonard Cohen. But 
when the dates didn’t suit they came up with a 
compromise. 

The Canadian singer-songwriter is set to play 
two 10,000-capacity outdoor shows, all-seated, 
at the Hop Farm in September. 

At 77, Mr Cohen will certainly not feel out of 
place as he follows in the footsteps of the summer 



three-day event. 

The music promoter explains: “We have an 
agreement with the owners of the Hop Farm that 
we can hire the venue out and Leonard Cohen 
was a great opportunity to do just that. The A 
Day at the Hop Farm proved ticket sales were 
strong and so we’re set to add an extra date.” 

But watching pensioners tread the boards? 
Well, it’s not very rock n roll is it? 

For that we have to look elsewhere. And the 
county’s other major festival - the critically ac¬ 
claimed Lounge on the Farm. 

Last year it did what rock music really ought 
to do and upset the neighbours. 

As a result, the police called for its licence on 


BLOOMING MARVELLOUS 


THE 

ARDEN & 0UTD00 
LIVING SHOW 2012 

SPONSORED BY HKent on Sunday 

OPEN ON 26TH & 27TH MAY 2012,ftUEX PARK ESTATE,BIRCHINGTON,KENT 



SATURDAY 
9AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 
10AM-4PM 
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TUNE IN: 

Being ‘too 
old' to attend 
a festival is 
no longer an 
excuse which 
carries any 
weight given 
Kent's truly 
varied line-up 
this summer 



the working Merton Farm (the cow shed venue 
is next door to, well, a shed full of cows), in Can¬ 
terbury, to be withdrawn. 

Fortunately for all concerned, rock’s trade¬ 
mark middle finger was not deployed and instead 
everyone got around the table and acted like 
adults. The result? A nice new licence and a 
string of conditions which should ensure much 
fun is still had, while those living within earshot 
of the site itself, don’t spend the weekend tut¬ 
ting. 

Unlike the Hop Farm, Lounge is a far more 
contemporary affair and one which embraces its 
roots. Much of the food and drink is locally pro¬ 
duced, and the atmosphere is more village fete 


than anything more challenging. It’s a hard one 
to dislike. Unless, it would appear, you live next 
door to it. 

Headliners for its July outing include Emeli 
Sande, The Wombats and The Charlatans. By 
the time 70s funksters Chic and Dexys Midnight 
Runners have been added in, it seeks to cater for 
several generations, underlining its ‘eclectic’ 
music line-up tag. 

Meanwhile, it would seem the early 1990s in- 
die/Britpop revival is just around the corner. Or¬ 
ganisers of Quex Park’s Sound Island Festival in 
July have put together an intriguing line-up 
which sees Manchester’s finest James headline, 
supported by the likes of Inspiral Carpets, Echo & 
The Bunnymen, Space and Cast. Expect a lot of 
30-somethings digging out their old Carter USM 
shirts for the occasion. 

Day two of the non-camping festival will see 
perhaps the youngest outing of the summer as 
Oily Murs and Rizzle Kicks perform - reminding 
us music is a young person’s game deep down. 

Back at the Hop Farm, what’s billed as the 


UK’s top reggae and dub weekender comes in 
August with the likes of Freddie McGregor, 
Frankie Paul and Dawn Penn performing in 
what could, should the weather be kind, be the 
suprise hit of the summer. Moving to Kent for 
the first time, One Love has the festival favour¬ 
ites of ‘peace and love’ at its heart. 

And last, but by no means least, comes Med¬ 
way’s series of Castle Concerts - which seek to 
tick a box for most generations. There’s soul leg¬ 
ends Billy Ocean and Alexander O’Neal, throwa¬ 
way pop kings and queens Steps, classical treat 
the Royal Philharmonic, and Jools Holland. 

This week even saw Sex Pistols frontman John 
Lydon confirm his Public Image Limited would 
perform at a new one-day festival, Music Event 
One on July 28, in Rochester along with the 
Wedding Present. 

Getting to a festival is never a particularly 
cheap affair. 

Yet Kent this summer offers up a rather tasty 
looking smorgasbord which, if nothing else, 
means you save on petrol money. 


FESTIVALS A DRIVE AWAY... 


Latitude, Southwold, Suffolk 

When? July 12-15 

Who? Paul Weller, Elbow, Bon Iver, 

Ben Howard 

Why? Possibly the most middle-class 
festival of the lot, it trades as much on its 
literary, comedy, poetry and film content, 
as it does its high calibre of music. 

Rewind, Henley, Oxford 
When? August 18-19 
Who? The Bangles, Jimmy Summerville, 
Adam Ant, OMD, Rick Astley, T’Pau 
Why? At some point the 80s revival will 
run out of steam... but not yet. The hits 
and act heavy line-up offers considerable 
bang for your buck. 

V Festival, Chelmsford, Essex 
When? August 18-19 
Who? The Stone Roses, The Killers, Snow 
Patrol, Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds 
Why? Extremely easy to reach courtesy 
of the joys of the Dartford Crossing, V's 
budget is envied by everyone, and by 
securing the Roses' only UK festival show 
it has real kudos this year. 

Reading Festival, Reading, Berks 
When? August 24-26 
Who? The Cure, Foo Fighters, Kasabian, 
Florence & The Machine, You Me at Six 
Why? Heaven for a teenager with a 
penchant of wearing black, feeling down 
and a loud guitar. That'll be pretty much 
all of them then. 


Had a 
quote? - 


Now 

callusl 






Builders’ Merchants 



LARGE DIY & TRADE 
OUTLET IN GILLLINGAM 


264 Napier Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 4HL | Tel: 01634 853067 | Fax: 01634 850480 | Web: www.lakesidetimber.co.uk | Email: del.peters@lakesidetimber.co.uk 



Sawn tan 47 x 50 
Sawn tan 47 x 100 
Sawn tan 47 x 150 
Sawn tan 47 x 200 
Shuttering ply 12mm 
Decking 32 x 150 
Posts 85 x 85 colonial 
Spindles 50x50 colonial 


per metre 

£0.79 
£1.32 
£2.09 
£2.75 
£12.90 each 
£ 1.83 per metre 
£14.50 
£1.89 each 


Sawn tan 47 x 75 
Sawn tan 47 x 125 
Sawn tan 47 x 175 
Sawn tan 47 x 224 
Shuttering ply 18mm 
Decking screws (500) 

Posts 85 x 85 eased edge 
Spindles 50 x 50 eased edge 


per metre 
£1.09 
£1.98 
£2.30 
£3.53 
£17.95 each 
£12.34 per box 
£12.50 each 
£ 1.49 each 


Multi Rail 50 x 75 
Plasterboard 9.5mm 1800 x 900 
Plasterboard 12.5mm 1800 x 900 
Plasterboard 9.5mm 2400 x 1200 
Plasterboard 12.5mm 2500 x 1200 


£2.48 per metre 
£3.29 each 
£3.40 each 
£4.95 each 
£5.04 each 


All prices are plutVAT 

Daily deliveries to the Medway Towns, Sittingbourne, 
Maidstone, Gravesend, South East London and some 
other areas in the South East - please ask. 


SEE OUR ONLINE VIDEO ONYOUTUBE - LAKESIDE TIMBER MEDWAY 

We are Medway’s largest stockist ofVelux roof windows. 

All sections of PAR. softwoods are held in stock. 

A large selection of mouldings in stock. 

A huge range of metric and imperial internal doors 
in stock Over 3,600 paint shades to choose from to suit every need. 




PLUS MANY MORE BUILDING MATERIALS FOR INSIDE AND OUT - Don’t delay, call today - we could save you money! 

01SH4 £§23057 

PFH (Procurement For Houses) Approved Supplier to Housing Associations, Local Councils and Schools 


Fair Trader 
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12 GOOD REASONS TO BUY FROM US 


Apollo Bunk Bed 
+ Mattresses 


1 FREE estimating 

2 FREE measuring service 

3 FREE freephone number 

4 ALL fitting work guaranteed 

5 P.U. Underlay 7mm at only £2.50 
per sq. mtr 

6 Hessian backed carpets at only 
£4 per sq. mtr 

7 25 years experience 

8 Insurance work undertaken 

9 Uptake of old carpets and moving 
of furniture available 

(price on assessment) 

10 Pay weekly scheme 

11 Top quality divans 

12 Any size mattress available 


Double Metal 
Frames + 
Mattress 


58.6m2 (up to 70 sq. yds). 
Includes fitting, 7mm PU 
underlay & grips 


83.72m2 (up to 100 sq. 
yds). Includes fitting, 
underlay & grips 

£999 


Including fitting, 
underlay & grips 
(up to 70 sq. yds) 


ESTIMATING 

AND MEASURING 
SERVICE 


3 rolls heavy duty gel 
backed carpet, green only 
£10 sq. yd (£11.96m2) 
Usually £15.99 sq. yd 
(£19.12m2) 


NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 
10am-2pm 


CRC CARPETS 


AND BEDS LTD 


OPEN MON - SAT 
9AM - 5.30PM 
SUNDAYS - 10AM - 2PM 


B^S 01634 581833 • 01634 571733 JB^D 

CARPET REMNANT CENTRE, 175-177 HIGH STREET, GILLINGHAM, KENT 

FREEPHONE 0500 738393 - IT'S THAT EASY! 
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for more pictures and news go to www.yourmedway.co.uk 


CRIME 

Cookham Wood wins 
praise just three years 
after report branded it 
‘frightening and unsafe’ 



BRIGHTER 

FUTURE: 

While work 
still needs 
to be done 
Cookham 
Wood has 
been praised 
for improving 
the way the 
young 
offenders 
institute is run 


By James Benjamin 

yourmedway@archant.co.uk 

YOUNG offenders institute Cookham Wood has 
been praised for the progress it is making - just 
three years after a Government report declared it 
“frightening and unsafe”. 

In a damning report on the Rochester complex 
in 2009, inspectors painted a worrying picture 
of the former women’s jail which, since 2008, 
has handled male youth offenders. 

It found inmates “hiding in cells, too fright¬ 
ened to come out”, broken windows, vandalism 
and a “very poor” physical environment. Since 
then, however, it has taken steps to improve. 

And this week it won praise for its progress 
from Nick Hardwick, chief inspector of prisons, 
after the publication of the latest report. 

Mr Hardwick said staff should “be commend¬ 
ed” for the progress they are making. 

The original 2009 report was followed up in 
2010 with inspectors noting improvements. De¬ 
spite taking it off the critical list, they said it still 
needed intensive care. 

The latest inspection found that Cookham 
Wood was continuing to make good progress 
and that outcomes for young people were all 
now reasonably good across the four tests of a 
healthy prison: safety, respect, purposeful activ¬ 
ity and resettlement. 

Among the improvements were that young¬ 
sters felt safer than during the last inspection 
and the use of force from staff to intervene in dis¬ 
putes was replaced more often by behavioural 
management procedures, such as mediation. 

However, inspectors were concerned to find a 
number of key issues still remain. They include a 
worrying number of violent and anti-social inci¬ 
dents, a need to develop more learning opportu¬ 
nities, and a better “co-ordinated care planning 
for young people with substance misuse issues”. 

Mr Hardwick said: “This is a very encouraging 
report. Cookham Wood has come a long way in 
three years. There is no room for complacency 
and this report identified improvements that are 
still required in most areas of the establishment. 
However, Cookham Wood is well led and has a 
renewed sense of confidence. The governor and 
her staff should be commended for what they 
have achieved so far.” 

Michael Spurr, chief executive officer of the 
National Offender Management Service, said: 
“This is a positive report that recognises signifi¬ 
cant progress and commends the good work staff 
are doing to meet the needs of the young people 
in their care. The Governor and her staff have 
worked tirelessly to achieve the improvements 
recorded and will continue to focus on develop¬ 
ing a safe, purposeful and constructive regime to 
support successful rehabilitation.” 

The Howard League for Penal Reform recently 
criticised plans to increase the size of the centre 
in order to help cope with an increasing number 
of youngsters sent to it from Kent and London. 

A spokesman said that plans to increase its ca¬ 
pacity from 131 to 208 were inappropriate, they 
added: “There are a succession of inspection re¬ 
ports which have said that this is a prison which 
has had major problems. There are reports of 
widespread bullying, physical assault and we 
don’t think it’s appropriate to be expanding a 
prison which has these kind of problems.” 


Our totally amazing N0W 0N 


SPRING SPECTAC 


OUR MASSIVE 
SELECTION OF 


AND PINE 
FURNITURE 


‘Grandeur’ Oak Dining & Occasional Collection eg Double Pedestal 
Extending Dining Table Wa®-£799780 lOW £639.8 



OUR PRICE 
GUARANTEE 


# 


We will not be beaten on price 

Please visit our website for details 


PINE ©'THINGS 

Furnishers 

Wincheap Road Qunc. with A2, Retail Park) Canterbury, Kent CT1 3TY 


\4 >,0RK 


4 ASHFORD A28 WINCHEAP RO 


C ANTERBURY CITY CE 




vwvw.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 30 years, open 7 days a week 
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LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 


40 Fires on display with live models 
We also supply and fit bespoke surrounds in Wood and Marble 
Gas fires boiler service and repair landlords certificates 




Radiant 



Cookers Living Flame 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

01634 232048 



9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


HEALTH 


Our babies could 
be missing out on 
vital nutrients as 
foods miss target 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher(a)archantco.uk 

NATIONAL headlines this 
week, generated by research 
into the nutritional value of 
baby foods, followed scientific 
work conducted at the Univer¬ 
sity of Greenwich’s Medway 
campus. 

Reports emerged after re¬ 
search at the university’s 
School of Science revealed mi¬ 
cro-nutrient content in ready¬ 
made baby meals contained 
less than a fifth on the recom¬ 
mended daily supply of calci¬ 
um, magnesium, zinc, iron and 
other materials. 

The research took eight dif¬ 
ferent sample jars produced by 
four popular brands from the 
shelves of leading supermar¬ 
kets and investigated the mi¬ 
cro-nutrient content. The sam¬ 


ples included four meat and 
four vegetable varieties, one 
with pasta, but specific manu¬ 
facturers were not identified. 

The research showed that 
infants given one meat jar and 
one vegetable jar on top of 
600ml of formula milk would 
not be getting enough calcium, 
magnesium, copper and sele¬ 
nium. On average, the levels 
were below 20 per cent of the 
recommended daily supply. 

In her concluding report, the 
university’s food science and 
nutrition specialist, Dr Nazanin 
Zand, who conducted the re¬ 
search, said it was apparent 
that these complementary 
baby foods, when added to the 
daily milk supply, do not meet 
the recommended daily intake. 

She added: “This may be one 
of the reasons why manufac¬ 
turers of complementary ‘ready 



BABY FOOD RESEARCHER: 

Dr Nazanin Zand, University 
of Greenwich at Medway 

to eat’ infant meals do not de¬ 
clare the micronutrient con¬ 
tent of their products. 

“It’s so important that babies 
are weaned from six months 
onwards with a healthy bal¬ 
ance of complementary foods 
and breast milk, or follow-on 
formula at times when breast 
feeding is not possible. 

“Our investigations showed 
that there was a need to im¬ 
prove the nutritional value of 
some complementary baby 
feeds. In addition, the regula¬ 
tions governing them need to 
be tighter and more robust. ” 

The report was published in 
Food Chemistry Journal. 



m hornet 
GARDEN 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
SAME DAY DELIVERY 


MAIN BRANCH 
56-80 Deice Rd 
Rochester ME 1 2DQ 


ALSO AT 
122 Deice Rd 
Rochester ME1 2DT 


• BUILDERS MERCHANTS • 


01634 845740 


01634 409754 ) 



DECORATIVE FENCING COMPOST DECKING JUMBO BAGS £26.67 

AGGREGATES & TRELLIS & BARK & TIMBER CEMENT £2.70 


• BRICKS * BLOCKS * SLABS * PAVING * AGGREGATES * JUMBO BAGS * BUILDING SAND * SHARP SAND * BALLAST * TOPSOIL • TYPE 1 • DECORATIVE STONE 
• P SHINGLE * PLUM SLATE • TIMBER • SHEETING • MOULDINGS * HARDWOODS * PLUMBING * DRAINAGE • IRONMONGERY • GLASS * LINTELS • FENCING 
• TRELLIS * CONCRETE POSTS * GRAVEL BOARDS * FIXINGS * LOGS * CALOR GAS • COMPOST • COAL * FELT * PERSPEX * ARCHITRAVES * SKIRTING 



740X980 TIMBER 
WINDOW & FLASHING 
£199+ VAT 



FREE BRICK SAME DAY ARCHITRAVES NATURAL STONE 

MATCHING SERVICE DELIVERY & SKIRTING PAVING 

ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT & CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING 


www.homeandgardendiy.co.uk 
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WILDLIFE 


Explore the wonders of 
nature on spring walks 


By James Benjamin 

yourmedway@kosmedia.co.uk 

NATURE lovers can put a 
spring in their step this week¬ 
end with tours of the bluebells 
and birds of two of Hoo’s finest 
nature reserves. 

On Saturday, there will be an 


evening walk to inspect the 
bluebells at RSPB Northward 
Hill at High Halstow, promis¬ 
ing to bring a little of nature’s 
good cheer to what has been a 
gloomy week of weather. 

The guide will take people 
through the woods, identifying 
all the treats of the season. 


They are set to include the 
blooming colour of the forest, 
the call of the cuckoo and the 
singing of the blackcaps. 

It is also hoped visitors will 
catch a glimpse of the nesting 
herons, whitethroats and pos¬ 
sibly even the nightingale. But 
the highlight will be the blue 
forest floor of bluebells. 

The walk gets under way in 
the main car park at 7pm and 
lasts for two hours. 

On Sunday morning, at the 
RSPB Cliffe Pools car park, a 
spring birdwatch begins at 
9 am, when the guide will in¬ 
form you as to what makes the 
pools so important in the UK. 

A telescope will be provided 
for spotting across the lagoons 
and the river and your guide 
will be able to identify the vari¬ 
ous bird songs, listening out for 
the first nightingale among 
other spring migrants. 

Both events cost £6 for adults 
and £5 for children. There is a 
£2 discount for RSPB mem¬ 
bers. To book in advance call 
01634 222480. 



Bringing you memorable 
and great value Daybreaks 




visit our website or call for your copy 


Pick ups throughout Swale and Medway 


!|g Chalks veil 


Call to book on 

01795 423982 

or book online at 

www.chalkwell.co.uk 

Please quote YM04 


Advertisement 


Problem solved 

Unique Holland Damp Proof System® is a no-mess, natural way to dry out your house 



Your damp proofing 
questions answered 

Holland Damp Proofing managing 
director Evert De Graaf answers 
your questions about damp and 
his unique system to treat it. 


* 


►olland 

Dam* Proofing 


What are the signs of damp? 

Damp is not always easy to spot but tell¬ 
tale signs to look for are a musty smell, 
stained or peeling wallpaper, bubbling 
paint, mst marks around nails on skirting 
boards and mould growth on walls. 

Why is it important to treat damp? 

It’s easy to ignore the signs of damp, but 
if left untreated it can get much worse, 
damaging the very fabric of your home 
and posing serious health risks, especially 
for those with medical conditions such as 
asthma or rheumatism. 


damp will disappear. This involves a 
series of small, damp-regulating bricks 
which neatly fit into specially-prepared 
niches in the external walls of your 
home, close to the ground. These 
cleverly allow air to flow into the brick 
chambers and out again circulating 
airflow through the inside of the wall 
which evaporates the moisture, drying 
out the wall and allowing it to breathe. 


XI 


What can I do about it? 

There are many types of damp problems 
so it’s best to leave it to the professionals. 
You can start by calling Holland Damp 
Proofing. One of our specialists will give 
you honest advice and if we think our 
system is suitable to solve your damp 
problem we will arrange a free visit. 
Since we came to the UK in 1999 we 
have helped thousands of people rid their 
homes of damp. 

How does the Holland Damp Proof 
System® work? 

The system was originally developed in 
The Netherlands where 60% of homes 
are built below sea level - so it’s got a 
long and successful history. The idea is 
simple: draw out the moisture and the 



Is it suitable for my home? 

It doesn’t matter whether you have a 
Victorian terrace, period property, a 
church...or even a castle.. .the system is 
suitable for virtually all types of property 
including use on cavity, solid, stone and 
brick walls. 

How is it installed? 

The system is installed from the outside 
and is usually fitted in one to two days. 
The work is done by our own engineers 
(no subcontractors) who are based at our 
regional branches throughout the UK. 


What are the advantages over 
chemical damp proofing? 

The system is a great alternative to 
chemical damp proofing which can be 
messy and involve hacking off plaster 
work on walls inside your home - a big 
upheaval! Over time chemical barriers 
will eventually break down... and the 
damp will come back. Most importantly 
with the Holland Damp Proof System® 
there is no danger of breathing in any 
toxic chemicals. 

How much does it cost? 

The system is an investment to keep your 
home dry and protected for the future. 
The cost of installing the Holland Damp 
Proof System® is similar to chemical 
damp proofing, but as there will be no 
mess, no replastering and no repeat 
treatments you will save money in the 
long term. And with our 20-year 
guarantee, you will also have total peace 
of mind. 

To arrange a 
free quotation 
call today on 

0808 155 2571 
www.dampproofing.com 





No mess, 

no problem 



THUMBS UP: MrForino 

MAUREEN Forino and her husband 
Charlie lived with a damp home for 
six years, spending a fortune on 
solutions they believed would work. 

Needless to say, nothing did. “It 
was a nightmare. We had six years of 
misery,” said Mrs Forino. 

The Holland Damp Proof System® 
was installed in their 1930’s 
bungalow in just one day - with no 
mess or disruption. After two winters, 
the damp has stayed away - for good. 




























12 I week ending April 22, 2012 


Meet your perfect partner through your local trusted dating service 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


0800032 9100 


to place a free ad 


Women Seeking 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 
(T&C's below) 

LOUISE young 48, long hair, blue 
eyes, cultured, easygoing, good 
natured, seeks intelligent, 
genuine guy for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:389389 

JACKIE late 40’s, attractive, slim, 
fun to be with, looking for 
friendship, maybe more. Enjoys 
walking, nights in and meals out. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
389283 0 

BERYL 57, likes fishing, home 
life, seeks gent, 60-65. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 382503 
ANNE romantic lady, 60’s, looking 
for that special someone for LTR, 
late 50’s or 60’s with own car. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386225 0_ 

LADY 70’s, easygoing, likes most 
things, medium build, seeks gent 
for friendship, car owner. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 387743 
ANNE 60, Christian, WLTM 
similar person. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390496 
AFFABLE serene black attractive 
slim female 37 with a benevolent 
smile, loves reading nature, 
theatre, music WLTM genuine 
caring gent to share laughter/life. 
London Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 369411 

JACQUELINE 51, 5ft 8ins, green 
eyes, auburn hair, likes theatre, 
walks, seeks honest, down to 
earth, sincere fun man for good 
times, friendship and nights out. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387539 0 

ALICE 18yr old tall blonde 
carefree student, looking for 
exciting male 18-30 for good 
times only. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387107 0 
MANDY 45, 5ft 6ins, attractive, 
blue/green eyes, trendy, seeks 
tall, N/S male of similar age with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 384555 

HI I’m Jo, petite, pretty, fed up 
with own company, seeking male 
to help me get back into the swing 
of things, for uncomplicated fun 
times together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387103 0 
DEBBIE slim outgoing 
approachable attractive lassie, 
33yrs, GSOH, sporty, looking for 
non serious fun male for 
friendship, maybe more. Any 
age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387101 0 
CHARLIE young 37yr old blonde 
attractive nurse, OHAC, no ties, 
new to the area and dating scene, 
looking to find love with genuine 
available male, 25-42 with GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387051J 

LAURA single female 22yrs, 
blonde, blue eyes, very attractive 
with curvy figure, WLTM older 
male for fun times only. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387049 0 


TASHA single working mum 
seeks light hearted man, 35-45 
who also likes to enjoy life to the 
full for passion, romance and tic. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387047 0 

60YR old attractive female, seeks 
non drinker for dog walking, 
theatre, galleries, photography 
and companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 386231 
LADY 70’s, easygoing, likes most 
things, medium build, seeks gent 
for friendship, car owner. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 386331 
SENSUAL 32yr old professional 
with no time to have a 
relationship, seeks similar 
understanding male for 
compatible discreet relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386309_ 

BECKY 34 single mum of one, 
GSOH, employed with OHAC, fun 
to be with and very loving, WLTM 
Mr Right if he is out there? ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386305 

FEMALE 48, kind, caring, bubbly, 
GSOH, likes meals out, pubs, 
cinema, cooking, seeks male, 40- 
50 with similar interests for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

383787 0_ 

MARION 38 slim, sporty, fun with 
good personality, loves travel, 
holding hands and caring for 
people. Seeks genuine male, no 
time wasters. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 383159 0 
VAL compassionate outgoing 
female with a big heart and no 
preconceptions just looking for 
love with similar minded male. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 383155 0 


TRIXI looking for older respectful LISA blonde hair, blue eyes, DEBS 38 green eyed 
gentleman for fun times only. I am medium build, seeks fun loving, sophisticated blonde, attractive 
bubbly very fun and can adventurous male, 45-52 for size 12, not looking for anything 
accommodate. Tel No: 0906 515 friendship, fun and who knows long term or steady just fun with 
7112 Box No: 388135 what else. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 intelligent male, 30-60yrs. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 386273 


YVONNE professional 35yr old 


Box No: 389020 


female looking for someone to BECKY single 29yr old slim 51YR old lady, seeking fun loving, 
relax with, affectionate attractive female, attractive, blonde, seeking genuine man for socialising and 
and looking for same. Tel No: good times with fun male who LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 388111 does not take life too seriously. No: 389840 0 _ 

SANDY slim a.traCive green ^^ge unim^ant Tel No: KEELY blonde 18yr old, blue eyes 
eyed lemale, loves romantic 0906 5157112 Bo * No - 383057 6 size 10, busty, stays al home too 
walks, animals, WLTM loving CHRIS outgoing secretary, enjoys much and looking for casual fun 
caring guy for tactile relationship n 'ce wine, romantic meals, looking with older male with OHAC. Tel 
and more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 for easygoing male to get to know No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
Box No-388109 and just see what develops. ACA. 385377 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


WENDY enjoys most things in life 
and is up for anything, whatever 


CHRISTIAN lady, seeks Christian 333055 0 

man, 58 plus for friendship. Tel - . „ „ 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: KIRSTY 44 V r 9 oin 9 on 24 V rs - y° u fancy? I m willing to give it a - .. a<wrfrt 

sensual, attractive and in need of 9°* Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 ox o. 0 0 

spoiling, and attention, seeks 7112 Box No: 382079 0 JUUE attractive blonde with SHARON 37yr old attractive 


386565 



TALL long 
haired brunette, 
slim attractive, big 
green eyes, WLTM gent 
for mutual companionship, 
maybe leading to more. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376559 0 

SUE long blonde haired slim but 
curvy pretty female, loves to live 
life to the full, good wine, 
shopping, seeking genuine male 
48-60yrs for adult friendship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380853 


WARM hearted woman, 48, 
seeks man with GSOH, late 40’s 
to early 50’s. Tel No: 0906 515 


FRAN 

early 60’s, long'--, ^ 
dark hair, green eyes, 
seeks guy 52-65 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 385769 


JUNE good looking divorced 40’s ijkeminded male for fun times. Tel SARAH 40’s black hair, blue eyes, strong family values seeking Mr feminine size 10 ’ employed, 

female, bubbly romantic and No: 0 906 515 7112 Box No: curvy, outgoing, N/S, likes meals Right. If you have a GSOH and OHAC, single mum of one, 

looking for tic. Genuine replies 383051 0 out, cosy nights in, seeking tall, are loving, pis reply. Age/looks seeking similar lonely male with 

Box No- 386301* 515 ™ 2 TIA 38yr old attractive blonde 9 ood lookin 9 male who loves a unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 mature outlook. Tel No: 0906 

Box No. 386301 -.- female |jkes keep ffl hQme |jfe laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 7112 Box No: 384041 515 7112 Box No: 385655 0 

46YR old young, curvy single looking for similar genuine No: 388626 - SEXY black beauty Lucy, 33, TARA charismatic, optimistic 

mum, easygoing, caring, GSOH, romantic for sensual relationship GEM 24, slim blonde with blue WLTM clean solvent male for Irish entrepreneur, sensual, 

wants to live and love, seeks anc | g00C | friendship. Tel No: 0906 eyes, single mum of one, daytime fun together and mutual attractive, intelligent, seeks 

honest man, 35-55 for genuine 515 7112 Box No: 382081 0 broadminded and extremely spoiling. Cannot accommodate, genuine male to spoil enjoy 

relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 JENNy feminjne easygoing, WLTM genuine male 4 0-69yrs. Tel No: 0906 515 good tim es and let just’take it 

mature classy female with ^elcomejel No: 7112 Box No: 385347 frnm thfirR Te , No: 09Q6 515 


40 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387317 


7112 Box No: 387143 0 

ATTRACTIVE lady 45, medium beautiful blue eyes, looking for U8W3I!I ' II ^ W no: .mojos ke|ra 34yr Q|d vefy attractjve 7112 Box No; 383121 g 

build, fair hair, 5ft 2ins, seeks kind ma le to enjoy plenty of laughs and ANN slim blonde female, lovely naughty female, fed up of 

gent for companionship and get to know. Tel No: 0906 515 big blue eyes, great personality, 


friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 7112 Box No: 386303 

Box No: 383987 0 ______ ._ . . . “ “ “ 

- - PETITE French lady, likes to be 

TARA 5ft big blue eyed babe with spoiled/pampered, seeks gent, 40- 
a cute smile looking for older 55 for discreet liaisons. Tel No: 
sugar daddy who is not afraid to 0906 515 7112 Box No: 379579 
spend a little to live a lot! Good 


outgoing, employed, OHAC, 
WLTM caring 40’s male for adult 
fun and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 382085 0 
ANGELA Scottish female, dark 
, . , "7T hair, green eyes, attractive, new to 

times alwavs Guaranteed Tel No- GWEN '° Vely d3rk h3 ' red ’ d3fk nn ti« R nHAP. 

always guaranteed .Tel No. b|ue eyed s | im sensua | fema | e wjth 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 381731 GS0H , WLTM male 35-50 for fun 


NIAMH slim attractive female, dates and romantic nights in 
well travelled and body confident, together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
seeking mature male who can Box No: 380443 J 
handle 


the area, no ties, OHAC, seeks 
gentle male for good times and 
more. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 382227 
KATIE pretty slim blonde female, 
35, N/S, likes pubs, countryside, 


DIANE single fit female, no 
staying in alone, looking for chi|d OHAC |ots Qf (rBe 
keminded naughty boy for fen nlce man , 0 

times. Can be discreet. Tel No: ’ . ^ u . „ . „ . 

0906 515 7112 Box No: get to know and hopefully fall in 

384055 0 l0Ve With ’ Tel No: 0906 515 

7112 Box No: 385351 

Men Seeking 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C's below) 


MALE 56, tall, slim, N/S, up for 
anything, seeks NS female for 

LTR Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 385045 


CARIBBEAN young lady, 30, 
caring, genuine, seeks young 
Christian gent, 30-40 who is 
dedicated to God for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

3861171__ 

SUSIE tactile 33yr old female who 
loves fast cars and motorbikes, 
seeks genuine male prepared to 
live life in the fast lane, 35-50yrs. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

382163 0 

DEBBIE 5ft 8ins, brown 
hair/eyes, 5ft 8ins, slim, 47, likes cultured lady, very genuine, 
gym, cinema, bowling, meals out, 
concerts, single mum, seeks male 
for friendship, maybe more Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

390362 0 


real women. Or at least cartel blonde brown eyed girl, 

thinks he can. ACA. Tel No: 0906 emD i oved with OHA c likes meals 0Ut ’ Seek ' n9 out9 ° ing male 

c 711 o Bn „ No . 3 Q 4n si A employed with uhag, likes meals for fun times maybe relationship. 

— 0 - out, walking, looking for loving | nterested? ACA Te | No: 0 906 DEREK 47, loving, caring, GOOD looking fun, friendly, 

EMMA pretty 30yr old Scottish relationship with caring down to 515 7112 Box No: 382205 seeks black lady to build LTR. easygoing, sincere male, 46, 

lassie, new to the area and earth male. ACA. Tel No: 0906 ———_- ——— Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: slim-medium build, hazel eyes, 

looking for some nice company, 515 7112 Box No: 380001 C ;- ARE , ' , 390782 0 _ dark hair, nice smile, seeks 


give me a call and we can take it TRACY 39, fun blue eyed busty “nteresir seeki'nTmaie'for'mutual MALE 44, seeking female, 27- attractive, caring lady for 
from there. Tel No: 0906 515 b | on de, a little dizzy at times but a ESHto Mu* 47, must like pubs, tv, dvds, relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 

7112 Box No: 385373 


companionship. Must be 47 > must l' ke P ub s, tv, dvds, 
big bundle of fun, WLTM reS pectful and discreet. Tel No: s P or1 . ni 9 hts in - walks, cycling, 7112 Box No: 385923 @ 

LYNDA very attractive attached Professional male for good times. 0906 51 5 7i 12 box No: 382203 swimming etc. Tel No: 0906 515 ADE ear!y 40 > s 5ft 10ins 

female, own transport and willing Te| No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: . ; ~ IT 71 12 Box No: 390772 

._,___._1 inAn/iK LI&A 


l attractive dental nurse 25, 
been hurt in the past, looking for 


medium build, looking for lady 


to travel, seeking similar natured 384045 

male for extra circular activities. JO 21 yr old single mum who loves romantic male, 35-50yrs for loving average looks, medium build together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 


MALE 48, own business, for mutual fun and good times 


Must be discreet. Tel No: 0906 nights out, seeks understanding friendship, maybe more. Looks and lookin 9 for love. Must like Box No: 384495 u 

515 7112 Box No: 386653 0 _ male for adult fun and more. ACA. unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 the good things in life, 30-55yrs. 

KERRY blonde blue eyed Can accommodate. Tel No: 0906 7112 Box No: 382201 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: T ° M 511 " keS keeP flt ’ W3 ' kS ’ 


515 7112 Box No: 384043 .. , . . . 

- KATHY 49, seeking male of similar 

caring, seeking caring natured 48YR old female, seeks tall, caring age for friendship, maybe more, 
male 45-58 for loving romance, male in the West Sussex area. Tel Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 389362 
386649 0 


Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390746 0 

6FT male, 38, dark hair, brown 
eyes, likes salsa, gardening, 
swimming, seeks female, 38-50 


meals out, seeks female of 
similar age for fun and good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 384169 0 


SLIM tall, elegant, feminine, NS, 
solvent lady, young 50’s, loves 
travel, red wine, seeks tall, 
sincere, military/professional gent 
of high calibre. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 388071 
NICOLE lonely and looking for 
love, cultured, intelligent, 
beautiful, creative and looking for 
sincere male for mature loving Itr. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388145 

JACQUELINE blue eyed 
attractive petite blonde, fit/active 
and social looking to meet similar 
kind male for Itr and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 388137 


HI I’m Jane a 40yr old divorcee WENDY cuddly 52yr old romantic, tall Knight in shining armour for 
with 3 children, looking to fall in GSOH, N/S, likes reading, cinema, relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
again, seeks genuine, meals out, seeks male, 45-55 with 7112 Box No: 389348 


with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 MALE 51, seeks attractive 40- 
48YR old female, slim, looking for 7112 Box No: 390700 0 50’s female with GSOH for 


love again, seeks 

confident, very tactile male. Tel GSOH to be my Knight in shining AMnc , . , .. „ _* 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: amour. Tel No: 09W 515 7112 ANGELA Hvorced la dy, seeking Box No: 390696 (3 
386643 0 Box No: 389614 0 

female, 40-55 with GSOH for a nd to settle down with. Tel No: 
lunch dates, socialising and 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


32YR old male, seeks friendship and TLC. Tel No: 
understanding female for fun 0906 515 7112 Box No: 383851 
times. Tel N<x 0906 515 7112 ED 57 smart QSOH, likes 
cooking, DIY, computer games, 


companion to share days out, „ , ,. , „ .. , . , __ 

cinema, meals etc. Tel No: 0906 ^E 60, looking for attractive travel, looking for female for LTR 


TINA new to this and a bit DEBBIE 5ft 8ins, short dark 515 7112 Box No: 387350 0 

n«YOu S lonely blue eyed 30yr hair/eyes, slim daughter, L0VELV |a|| s|lm nurse )riendship T „ No; 0906 515 . 

old looking lor male companion easygoing, likes dinner, cinema, car | ng a nd fen bul missing that va- 7112 Box No: 390686 S 


GOOD looking male, seeks 


30-50yrs. Status unimportant. Tel bowling, gym, music, travel, seeks va . voom! Seeks adve nturous male , 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box who>s for fun tjmes . Te| No: f3YR od male, seeks similar f ema | e for fun times, leading to 

386625 3 No: 386337 _ 0906 515 7112 Box No: 374159 0 JTmo tiio P ossible relationship. Tel No: 

- Tel No. 0906 515 7112 Box No. nQnc 51g ?112 Bqx Nq . 


SARA 31 tall sexy and single, SUE young looking vivacious KAREN 58i 5ft 6inS) me dium 
lovely green eyes, outgoing and female with great sense of build, loving, romantic, caring, 
social WLTM tall down to earth humour, OHAC, independent, extrovert, seeks male of similar 
stable male for poss Itr. Tel No: interesting and sensual, seeking age f or friendship, maybe more. 
0906 515 7112 Box No: single tactile male. ACA. Tel No: Te | No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

386623 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 386275 387902 


389190 0 S3 


56YR old easygoing male, 
tactile, seeks lady, 48-65 who EDUCATED professional man 
can handle a hot blooded male. seeks interesting lady, 60 plus 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: for laughter, good company, 
389367 conversation and friendship. Tel 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


383549 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


Contact members by TEXT! Take a look at our members! 

If an advert has a | next to it then you can reply When you see a 60 symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile, 
and send it to 78850* 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 



ATTRACTIVE -J ■ V 

white male, 38, 
seeks black/mixed 
race/Asian female, 26- 

s 

48YR old male, own business, 
medium build, average looks but 
big heart. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 3873130 
ANDREW 53, 5ft 8ins, slim, likes 
music, nights out, looking for 
female 35-40. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390094 0 
SINGLE dad, 6ft 1 ins, forgotten 
what life is, help! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390540 0 
MALE 5ft 9ins, brown hair, 
muscular, seeking well spoken 
Sussex pretty female, under 46, 
N/S for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390490 0 
STEVE 48, good looking, single, 
likes theatre, nights out, history, 
seeks lady, 35-55. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 390476 0 
TONY 5ft 9ins, dark hair, slim- 
medium build, outgoing, seeks 
female, 25-40. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390468 0 
DAVID 58, professional, slim 
looking for lady for discreet 
relationship. East Surrey. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 367157 
57YR old gent, kind, romantic, 
likes walks, travel, looking for 
woman, preferably Pompey fan. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388447 

MALE 56, broadminded, 
passionate, easygoing, seeks 
lady, 48-65 wanting, passion and 
exciting friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 388417 
GENUINE sincere male, 50, slim, 
blue eyes, dark hair, fun loving, 
good company, seeks female to 
rediscover a full life. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 385631 

Gay 

Seeking 

MALE 42, clean shaven, seeks 
younger playmate for fun and 
games. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 385465 

ASSERTIVE guy looking for 
TV/CD for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 390130 0 
JOHN 61, CD, looking for similar 
male for fun and pleasure, 55 plus 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390118 
BRIAN 58 looking for male of 
similar age or older. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 390100 0 
ROB 40, slim, professional, likes 
CD, looking for daytime meets 
with similar male, discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390002 
40YR old male, 5ft 11 ins, slim, fit, 
likes outdoors, seeks sub guy for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 389802 0 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065/09066 calls cost £1.53 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. 0333 numbers charged at standard network rates. Calls are recorded and may appear on your phone bill. TEXT*: SMS Chat service 18+ only: 65125/88300. 
After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at £1.50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. To stop text STOP to 65125. 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be 
MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. 18+ only: Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message sent. A minimum of Six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs goto www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. We reserve the right to contact individuals with promotional information. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
poses. Ads from the Herts and surrounding area, ads may appear in other publications. WC 180412 
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COMPETITION 


Holiday Homes For Sale 


WIN! Key to the Castle tickets 
and find out what the butler saw 




A NEW exhibition, called What 
the Butler Saw, will tell the 
stories from above and below 
stairs life at Leeds Castle in 
the 1930s, through the eyes of 
the servants. 

And we have five pairs of 
Key to the Castle tickets to 
give away, which let the 
winners visit the exhibition, 
which runs from May 1- 
October 21, and also visit the 
castle for a whole year. 

As Downton Abbey and 
Upstairs Downstairs return 
this year, highlighting the lives 
of the owners and the servants 
of great houses in the 1920s 
and 30s, a special exhibition 
comes to Leeds Castle to tell 
the real stories of life at "the 
loveliest castle in the world". 

Leeds Castle was a 
playground for the rich and 
famous, as Lady Baillie 
entertained high society. And 
of course there were also more 
than 30 servants in the castle 
who met the needs of the 
family and their guests. 

Discover how former owner 
Lady Baillie's life in London 
society and her household in 



the country is mirrored in the 
popular dramatisations. 

Entrance to this exhibition is 
included with your Key to the 
Castle ticket at £19.75 for 
adults; £17.50 for seniors and 
visitors with disabilities (carer 
free); £12.50 for children 
(under 4s free). Tickets are 


valid for 12 months so you can 
pay once and visit all year. 

To enter our competition 
just answer this question 
In which decade is What 
the Butler Saw set? 

A 1930s, B 1940s, C 1950s 

To enter text KOS followed 
by BUTLER and your answer 
then your first name, surname 
address and postcode to 
80058, e.g. KOS BUTLER C 
JOHN SMITH 2 THE STREET, 
TOWN, DV2 2GT. 

Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network rate. 

Winners will be selected from 
all correct entries. The 
promoter's decision is final. 

Usual terms and conditions 
apply. Please note if you 
should enter after the closing 
deadline of May 1, 2012, your 
entry will not valid, but you 
may still be charged. SMS 
services are provided by Velti 
DR Ltd, SE18ND, telephone 
020 7633 5020. 

Alternatively enter by post 
to What the Butler Saw 
Competition, Archant KOS 
Media, Apple Barn, Hythe 
Road, Smeeth, Kent TN25 6SS. 



A holiday home at Harts Holiday Park is a place 
that the whole family can enjoy for years to 
come and just look at what’s included: 

• A holiday home of your very own by the sea 

• One of the most sought after areas on the North Kent coast 

• Just yards from the beach 

• Fantastic park facilities and entertainment 

• A small, friendly park community 


MANAGER’S SPECIAL 


Ideal location for exploring Kent 


_ Park refurbishment for 2012 _ 

_ Lowest site fees on the island _ 

Part exchanges welcome from other parks 
Open 10 months a year 


£8995 

inc 2012 pitch fees 


» Open plan 
lounge and 
dining area 
• Two bedroom 
> Modern 
kitchen with 
a range of 
units, oven, 
hob, and 
fridge 

» Family shower 


Limited availability 


£4000 

on new holiday homes 


Call today to arrange a park visit on 

r 

www.ParkHolidays.com/hartssales 
Leysdown Road, Leysdown-on-Sea, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, ME12 4RG 


IHARTSI 



Create your 
homes personality ^ 

with PVCu and aluminium windows, doors 
and conservatories 

Our comprehensive range of products are designed to 
suit any style or architecture and are tailor made to 
meet your individual needs. 

Buy with confidence - we offer a 10 year guarantee and are approved by CPA. 

We are a family run business offering helpful, honest advice - 
no pushy salesmen! 

Turn your house into a home and save money on your energy bills too! 


PJR 

Window*, Doors 
& Conservator** 


Unit 17 Riverside, Sir Thomas Longley Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4DP 
Call us on 01634 712432 
Email us: pjrwindows@aol.com 

www.pjrwindowsltd.co.uk 


certass 
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Comment & Opinion 


for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk 


OPINION 


Ambition breeds success 


Director of Turner Contemporary Victoria Pomery reflects on the role 
of the gallery in regeneration and the achievements of its first year 


TURNER Contemporary, Kent’s 
flagship gallery, celebrated its 
first birthday this week. 

Designed by leading British 
architect Sir David Chipper- 
field, the gallery was opened by 
Tracey Emin and Jools Holland 
in April, 2011, and has already 
welcomed more than half a 
million visitors. 

Kent County Council dem¬ 
onstrated its ambition and bold 
vision in supporting the devel¬ 
opment of the gallery, showing 
courage and determination in 
using culture as a driver for re¬ 
generation. 

There were many who 
doubted whether a gallery 
would ever be built in Margate 
and even more who were scep¬ 
tical about whether it would 
attract visitors. The great news 
is that Turner Contemporary 
has had a phenomenal first 
year of operation and is set for 
another wonderful year ahead. 

Over the past year, we have 
undertaken research into our 


audiences and the impact we 
are having. The gallery has al¬ 
ready delivered benefits to the 
Kent economy of £13.8m, sup¬ 
porting new businesses and 
jobs, and raising the profile of 
Margate and Kent in media 
around the world. 

Admittedly these are early 
days - we’ve only just marked 
our first birthday - and regen¬ 
eration takes time - its not just 
about improvements to build¬ 
ings and the public realm, it is 
about changing mind sets. 
Margate Old Town has already 
been transformed and we feel 
confident more will follow. This 
will take commitment and stra¬ 
tegic leadership from partners 
such as KCC, Thanet District 
Council and the private sector. 

The arts are relevant to eve¬ 
rybody’s lives and the gallery is 
committed to enriching the 
cultural life of Kent. 

Since opening we have pre¬ 
sented four major exhibitions 
and brought Auguste Rodin’s 


magnificent work The Kiss to 
Margate. There has always 
been a least one work by JMW 
Turner in the gallery and all 
our exhibitions have been free. 

Currently we have a critical¬ 
ly acclaimed exhibition, Turner 
and the Elements, which visi¬ 
tors have travelled from near 
and far to see. 

The gallery is a major educa¬ 
tional resource used by schools, 
colleges and universities as 
well as community groups and 
individuals. We run a Schools 
and Learning Programme, 
which welcomed more than 
6,000 school children in our 
first year. In addition, we or¬ 
ganise talks, music and dance 
performances. The programme 
changes frequently so there is 
always something different to 
see and experience. 

Last November Her Majesty 
the Queen made a visit to the 
gallery. Whilst here she met 
schoolchildren, artists and 
members of the community, all 
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gallery 
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of whom have had some con¬ 
nection to the gallery. It was a 
day of celebration. 

Turner Contemporary is 
rooted in Margate but we are 
already making a significant 
contribution to the cultural in¬ 
frastructure of the UK. This 
summer we will be showing an 
exhibition of new work by 
Tracey Emin, part of the Lon¬ 
don 2012 Festival linked to the 
Olympics, and new commis¬ 
sions by three highly regarded 
artists - Lindsay Seers, John 
Smith and Mark Wallinger. 

Nationally, we know the arts 
support tourism, inward in¬ 
vestment, education and en¬ 
hance the UK’s profile. We are 
extremely fortunate to have so 
many fantastic arts organisa¬ 
tions around the country and 
Kent should feel proud that it 
has Turner Contemporary. 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported us in our opening 12 
months and I hope you will 
visit us in our second year. 


KOS COMMENT 


Be sure before giving 
fracking the go ahead 

FRACKING had been relatively 
unknown until it hit the headlines after 
causing two earth tremors. 

It’s now been claimed that while 
the gas extraction method can cause 
earthquakes, this can be avoided under 
strict rules. But there’s also the threat 
of water contamination, which is even 
more concerning, not just for those 
living near potential fracking sites in 
Kent, but the whole county. 

So is it really worth the risk? Some 
would argue that fracking produces 
less carbon emissions than other 
techniques and is a cheap option of 
energy supply. But should this be at 
the detriment of people’s health? The 
Government needs to be 100 per cent 
sure before it gives it the green light. 

100 days and counting 

THIS week the 100-day countdown 
started for the Olympics. 

That’s just over three months until 
the world’s greatest sporting event 
descends on our doorstep. 

So let’s get excited and make the 
most of it; it will be a once in a lifetime 
special event. 



STYLISH INTERIORS 


CELEBRITY EXPERTS 


DEMONSTRATIONS 


QUEEN’S JUBILEE 

GREAT BRITISH 
STREET PARTY 


DIY EXPERT 
BIG BROTHER STAR 


ALYS FOWLER 


iUARDIAN COLUMh. 
BBC GARDENER 


HOME 

SHOW 


SPONSORED BY ANGLIAN 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


31 MAY - 4 JUNE 2012 

JUBILEE SPECIAL 


Everything for your home & garden 
and a great day out for the family. 


Special offer - discounted tickets now on sale - only £7 


Book your tickets www.gbhomeshow.co.uk 
or call 0871 2200 260 and quote Bluewaterl 
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Please vote for 
minority party 

JOHN Dutton (Letters, April 
15) is quite right when he says 
people should “vote against 
the usual suspects”. 

His letter is totally right and 
raises some accurate points. 
The people of Bradford West 
got it right recently and 
George Galloway’s win was 
not just about stay-at-home 
Labour supporters but in fact 
the electorate actually getting 
out and voting. 

People should treat local 
elections seriously and vote, 
and on this occasion should 
vote for minor parties (not 
BNP please) to show their 
displeasure at the incompetent 
governments we have had to 
suffer over the last many 
number of years. 

On another point, according 
to the latest opinion polls 48 
per cent of people want the UK 
to leave the EU yet only one 
party - as far as I know - (Ukip) 


promises they will leave the EU 
if elected. However Ukip never 
receive 48 per cent of the vote. 

The problem with the 
electorate of this country is 
that they only vote for the 
main parties as they are the 
only ones that can win. If they 
voted as the believe then none 
of the main parties would be in 
government, and these three 
parties would therefore not be 
the main parties any more. 

I urge every elector who has 
a vote to think before voting 
then vote for what they agree 
with and not because of the 
colour of their rosette. 

If there is a Loony candidate 
then please vote Loony, 
otherwise vote for a minor 
party but not a racialist one. 

Sheikh Mihand 
(AKA Jackie Davidson) 
Sittingbourne Loonies 

Independent 
means local 

ARTICLES and letters in the 
local press are appearing 


advocating the electorate vote 
for local independent candi¬ 
dates on May 3. 

Could this advice be right 
and in the interests of Kent? 
Let’s examine the evidence. 

We live under a local 
Conservative majority whose 
candidates appear to be linked 
to the ‘Westminster bubble’. 

Therefore not a surprise that 
local politics reflect national 
policies regardless of Kent’s 
particular needs. 

Under this system we appear 
to have the biggest and deepest 
potholes in our roads; an 
inadequate rural transport 
system as highlighted by the 
lack of buses, especially to our 
new hospital; no real progress 
in the much-needed A21 
dualling; a lack of housing 
resulting in overcrowding of 
family homes. 

We also have a planning 
system which appears unable 
to be even handed, penalising 
law-abiding citizens who 
adhere to the rules while 
permitting abuse by develop¬ 
ers, travellers and the usual 


suspects; and the lack of 
youth facilities keeping our 
children interested and away 
from drugs and street 
corners. 

Therefore a vote for 
independent candidates would 
result in Kent’s local problems 
being pursued and solved, by 
local representatives who 
would be free to pursue with 
single mindedness and vigour 
to the benefit of residents, 
without the obstacle of 
national politics. 

Therefore the answer is ‘yes’ 
- vote for independent 
candidates locally, even if your 
national loyalty is blue. 

Edward La Coste 
Lamberhurst 

Vanity surgery 
is not needed 

THE news often makes my 
blood boil. 

We keep hearing about 
whether the NHS should 
rescue victims of misadventure 
regarding defective cosmetic 


surgery. This would certainly 
be an expensive recovery 
mission, but why was there no 
serious discussion on the topic 
years ago? 

There are 14-year-olds 
saving up for their ‘jobs’ as we 
speak, you’ll hear it casually 
discussed on the bus, high 
street and in public places. 

Perfectly healthy young 
women are being sucked into 
this money-making monster 
for the most spurious of 
reasons. Is it done to create 
greater acumen in business for 
women; or just to impress 
other women; or in the quest 
to find Mr Right? 

Things like this need to be 
discussed earnestly. Nobody 
says anything. 

G Brenchley 
Whitstable 

Confusion on 
royaldeaths 

I ENJOYED your history article 
very much in last week’s 
paper. The Kent Remembered 


series is always entertaining. 

However, I think you have 
muddled your kings who were 
‘seconds’. The cause of 
Richard II’s death is unknown, 
speculation being that he was 
starved to death. 

It is around Edward II that 
the story of execution by red 
hot poker has grown, despite 
the fact he was probably 
strangled. 

The myth did, however, 
allow a very good band to 
assume the name of Edward II 
and the Red Hot Polkas, later 
relaunched as e2K. 

Bill Farey, 
by email 

Don’t leave 
them to starve 

I want to draw readers’ 
attention to an unfolding 
humanitarian crisis that 
is going largely unnoticed 
by the world. 

In West Africa, more than 
10.5 million people are 
running out of food and 
starvation is imminent. 

While no amount of funding 
can make the rain fall in the 
region, there is still time to 
minimise the devastation 
by helping families to prepare 
for this emergency and stop 
them from running out of 
food completely. 

I support the group CARE 
International UK, which has 
been working in the region 
for many years and is working 
to stop this turning into a 
humanitarian catastrophe 
while raising the alarm about 
the situation. 

I urge your readers to 
help - please visit the website 
www.careinternational.org. 
uk/west-africa and make a 
donation, however small, to 
help this worthy cause. 

It is a well known fact 
that every £1 invested in 
avoiding disaster at an early 
stage saves at least £4 that 
would be spent on disaster 
relief at a later stage. 

That is a good reason 
to act now, but the real 
reason to take action has 
to be that we have it in 
our power stop the suffering 
of children who, through 
no fault of their own, face 
the increasing struggle of 
hunger and starvation in 
the coming months. 

Responding now will save 
money but more importantly it 
will save lives. 

Parin Anderson, 
Hollingbourne, 
Maidstone 
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Investment plan leaves 
me short on life cover 


Knowing the basics of 
being a credit to yourself 

Keeping an eye on your credit file can help stop problems 
further down the line, as ADAM AIKEN explains... 


CREDIT RATING TIPS 


■ Make sure you are on the electoral roll as many companies use it 
for ID verification. It is also important this is the same address you 
use for credit applications. For example, if you or your children are at 
university and an application for a credit card is made using the 
campus address, but the applicant is on the electoral roll back at 
home, the financial provider is likely to say ‘no’. 

■ You can be rejected for credit if you are not credit-active enough. 
This might sound strange, but if you do not have a track record of 
dealing with credit, providers are less certain how you will manage it in 
the future. So if you want to build up a good credit score, consider 
taking out a credit card or a store card - even an uncompetitive one 
with a high interest rate, if necessary - and using it once or twice a 
month. Make sure you pay your balance in full each month to avoid any 
interest charges, and this should see your credit score improve. 

■ Avoid carrying high balances on your credit cards. Neil Munroe, 
external affairs director at credit-reference agency Equifax, reckons 
that having an outstanding balance of more than 30pc of your credit 
limit can be viewed by other lenders as excessive debt. 

■ Close any accounts you don't use. If you have a store card you haven't 
used for a couple of years, it will still count as a line of credit if the 
account remains active. When lenders analyse your situation, they look 
at how much credit you have available, not just what your balances are. 

■ Do not make multiple applications. Every time you apply, a 
‘footprint’ is made on your credit file. If you make several applications 
in a short space of time, it can look like desperation, and many 
lenders are wary of lending to desperate people. You risk making the 
situation worse. Instead, apply for a copy of your credit report and see 
if there is anything you can do to improve your score. 

■ Review your credit report on a regular basis, making sure everything 
is accurate and up to date. 


dit 



Q I AM 75 and I have a Standard 
Life variable investment plan, 
taken out in 1992, and due to 
mature next month. Part of my £30 
monthly premiums bought me life 
cover of £5,400, which the company 
now says will cease, leaving me with 
no life insurance. Is this acceptable 
treatment or can something be done to 
continue my life cover? 

A THE variable investment plan 
was a fixed 20-year scheme 
that mixed investment with 
insurance on your life, and you have 
told me that when the plan matures 
you will receive almost £9,000. 

Profits on the scheme were based 
partly on Standard Life’s 1992 
predictions of how many policyholders 
would die within the lifetime of the 
plan, and you cannot change this - 
but you can start a fresh life policy 
now. For example, a whole-of-life 
policy costing roughly £31 a month 
in premiums to Zurich Insurance 
(08705 221311) will get you the 
same £5,400 of cover, though without 
the investment element now, because 
of your age. 

Q MY ex-husband has been told 
by his pension provider that 
since 1998, he has been 
overpaid £900. It proposes reclaiming 
this by underpaying him in the coming 
months. Can they do this? 

A IF someone accidentally 
overpays, the pension 
provider can reclaim its money. 
This applies to pensions just like 
anything else. But two rules may help 
your ex-husband. A law called the 
Limitation Act normally restricts 
recovery of payments made more 
than six years ago, unless the payer 
can somehow argue that it was 
impossible then to spot the mistake. 
And there is a principle called the 
‘change of position’. If your ex- 
husband made decisions based on the 
overpaid pension that would now 
cause difficulties if reversed, he is 
entitled to resist repayment demands. 


Q A RELATIVE wants me to sign 
as guarantor for her bank loan 
application. I do not like to say 
no, but if she gets into arrears and I 
have to pay the bank, could I then 
claim the money from her? 

A YOU could certainly try, but if 
your relative could not afford 
the loan repayments, what are 
the chances that she would be able to 
pay you? The best that can be said is 
that her financial circumstances could 
eventually improve, but in the short 
term you would be responsible for 
paying the bank. 



Q I TRIED to reduce our house 
insurance because property 
prices have fallen. However, 
the insurance company says cover and 
premiums should actually rise. Can 
you explain this? 

A THE documents you sent 

me show that your house is 
insured for the cost of 
rebuilding it if it should collapse or 
burn down - and rebuilding costs 
have risen, even though house prices 
have not. You can check the cost by 
entering property details at http:// 
calculator.bcis.co.uk/. 


9 WE HAVE booked a holiday in 
Kyrenia in Cyprus, and a friend 
has now told us that the British 
insurance card is not accepted 
there. Is this true? 

A KYRENIA is in northern Cyprus. 
In the 1970s, Cyprus was 
invaded by Turkey, which 
occupied the north and recognises it 
as a country in its own right. The rest 
of Europe does not recognise northern 
Cyprus, which is why your NHS 
European Health Insurance Card is 
not valid there. Your friend is quite 
right - you need a decent travel 
insurance policy. 


Q OUR daughter has been 
unemployed since she 
finished university. She does 
not live with us and is receiving 
benefits. If we give her a few hundred 
pounds occasionally to help with bills, 
will this effect her benefits and could it 
lead to demands for repayment of 
student loans? 

STUDENT loan repayments 
are based on earnings, so 
giving your daughter a helping 
hand will have no effect. And her 
savings would have to be counted in 
thousands of pounds, not just hun¬ 
dreds, in order to have an impact on 
her benefits. 


■ If you have a personal-finance 
question, write to Tony Hetherington, 
MyMoney24, Prospect House, 

Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE. 

We regret that neither Tony nor 
the MyMoney24 team can enter 
into personal correspondence. 


BEING turned down for credit can 
come as a complete shock and be 
very embarrassing. 

It can also range from being a bit of 
a nuisance (if you are rejected for a 
store card) to being an outright crisis 
(if you cannot get a mortgage). 

So it is worth keeping your credit 
file in good condition, as well as 
knowing a few tricks to improve it if 
necessary. 

Luckily the basics are fairly 
straightforward. 

“Lenders worry about how much 
you have borrowed, what you could 
borrow on the cards you have but 
are not using, whether you are on 
the electoral register, and if you have 
missed payments in the last six 
months - all will affect how they 
view you as a risk,” said Steve Rees, 
managing director of debt consul¬ 
tancy Vincent Bond & Co. 

All this information is held on file 
by the UK’s three main credit-refer¬ 
ence agencies. 

The agencies give lenders a snap¬ 
shot of your financial situation, and 
this is normally key as to whether or 
not you’ll be given credit - and on 
what terms. 

Other factors can also come into 
play. For a start, there is the informa¬ 
tion on your application form, and 
you might already have a track 
record with the lender. 

But your credit file is used by a 
lender to calculate a ‘credit score’ 
and, as a rule of thumb, you will be 
accepted if you meet its target score. 

James Jones, head of consumer 
affairs at Experian, one of the credit- 
reference agencies, said: “Being re¬ 
fused credit can feel like a smack in 
the face and, believe me, we’ve all 
been there. 

“If you have credit refused, the 
lender should tell you the main rea¬ 
son, although you may need to ask. It 
should also let you know which cred¬ 
it-reference agencies it consulted. 

“Contrary to popular belief, 
lenders don’t tell the agencies what 
decision they’ve reached, so this isn’t 
recorded on your credit report. 

“But your report will show that 
you applied for credit.” 

HOW TO PUT YOUR FILE RIGHT 

IT costs £2 to be sent a copy of your 
credit file, and there are three 
agencies - Equifax, Experian and 
Callcredit - that can send you this 
information. If everything is in order, 
it is likely they will all hold similar 
details on you. 

But if you have been turned down 


for credit, it could be because of a 
problem on your file, so you might 
want to ask for copies from all three 
agencies. 

If there is anything factually 
wrong, tell the relevant credit-refer¬ 
ence agency. You might need to 
provide proof, but the agency is 
obliged to put it right. 

If there is an entry that is factually 
correct, but which you think is 
unfairly impeding your ability to take 


on new credit, you can ask for a 
‘notice of correction’ to be added to 
your file. 

For example, it may be that your 
file accurately refers to a problem 
with a joint financial commitment 
caused by a former partner several 
years ago. 

It is right that this is listed - after 
all, you were jointly liable - but you 
have the right to alert potential lend¬ 
ers about the context of the problem. 






www.kcntnews.co.uk 


week ending April 22, 2012 I 17 


READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 0189S 83 33 33 

for botfcnqs nnc3 mtormatton ,♦ 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 


Grease & 
Saturday 
Night Fever 
Christmas 
Party 

For over 40s only 

Pontin's Pakefield Holiday 
Village, Suffolk Coast 

Self drive, 3 nights half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 
Quote MP5-KOS 
£99pp 

2 November, 2012 

Join us for a fun-packed Christmas 
Party - for over 40s only - at Pontin's 
Pakefield Holiday Village. Enjoy 
great entertainment including a 
Grease tribute act & movie 
screening, festive food, a 99p Bar 
every night, refurbished chalet 
accommodation, an indoor pool, 
Pakefield's peaceful seafront 
location near Lowestoft and much 
more. 



INCLUDED: 

• 99p Bar from 6pm to 9pm every 
night 

• Full Entertainment programme 
featuring Grease tribute act & 
movie screening 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation with TV & 
tea/coffee-making facilities 


Value for money, good service 

throughout our stay. Staff all 
very helpful and friendly 

-MrScripps of Kent 

Very good value 

- Mr & Mrs Thurbon of Kent 

GN People very friendly and 
helpful -Mrs Norman of Sidcup 

Friendly atmosphere, good 

company-no children 

-Mr Gardiner of Kent 

When Readers said about our Private 
Party Break at Pontin's Pakefield in 
March 



Bruges & 

Belgium 

Christmas 

Markets 

River Cruise 

Party 

Escorted Holiday by 
Rail from London, 
*Ebbsfleet & Ashford 

4 days, all-inclusive 
Quote CX12-KOS 
From £429pp 

1 & 4 December, 2012 

Join us for a fun-packed cruise, 
taking-in Bruges, Ghent, Ostend 
and an array of fabulous Christmas 
markets. Our floating hotel, the ms 
Princess, will deliver us to each 
town in comfort and style with 
everything on board included - all 
drinks from 9am to midnight, 
breakfast, lunch, afternoon cakes, 
dinner, late snacks and 
entertainment. Our journey to join 
the cruise in Belgium experiences 
the thrill and convenience of 
European rail travel. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 


• Return rail travel from London St 
Pancras (from Ashford/Ebbsfleet 
on request) to Ghent/Ostend 

• 3-night all-inclusive cruise on the 
ms Princess sharing a twin 


bedded en suite main deck cabin - 
upgrades available 

• Entertainment on board 

• All transfers abroad 



Suffolk Coast 

Midweek 

Breaks 

Pontin's Pakefield 
Holiday Village 

Self-Drive - 4 nights, half 
board 

Quote PM-KOS 

£89pp 

30 April; 7 & 14 May; 

11 & 18 June, 2012 

Pontin's Pakefield Holiday Village 
is situated on the Suffolk coast 
near Lowestoft. Enjoy 
entertainment every night and 


day with Pontin's famous 
Bluecoats and visiting cabaret acts 
- PLUS a choice of bars and 
eateries, an indoor swimming 
pool, snooker, pool, darts, short 
mat bowls, 9 hole pitch & putt, 
tennis court and more. The 
recently refurbished chalets are all 
single storey and situated on level 
landscaped grounds just a short 
stroll from the main facilities. All 
chalets have TV, tea-toffee making, 
heating, double glazing, en suite 
batIVshower & toilet, bed linen & 
towels. Included meals are taken 
in the buffet-style cafeteria with 
views over the grounds to the sea. 
INCLUDED: 

• 4 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation with TV & 
teatoffee-making facilities 

• 4 dinners & 4 breakfasts 

• Entertainment every day 


Hayling Island 
Christmas Party 

For over 40s only 

Mill Rythe Resort 
Hayling Island 

Self drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 

From £159pp 
Quote XM11-KOS 

23 November, 2012 

Join us for a fun-packed Christmas 
Party - for over 40s only - at Mill 


Rythe Resort on Hayling Island, 
near Portsmouth. Enjoy hearty 
hospitality, great entertainment, 
including Jeff Hooper's Big Band - 
the Strictly Come Dancing tour 
band for the last 2 seasons. To keep 
the party mood alive there's a 99p 
Bar every night. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99p Bar 6pm to 11 pm every 
evening 

• Full Entertainment programme 
featuring Jeff Hooper's Big Band 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrades 
available 


Isle of Wight 
Christmas 
Party 2012 

For over40s only 

Warner Norton 
Grange Resort 

Self drive, 3 nights, 
drinks-inclusive 
Quote XN11-KOS 
£199pp 

30 November, 2012 

Christmas wouldn't be Christmas 
without GN Holidays annual 
Christmas Party Extravaganza. The 


2012 event - for over 40s only - 
will be the usual blend of fun and 
festivities. Norton Grange Resort - 
nicely located by the sea at 
Yarmouth - will be decked out for 
the Festive season. Mulled wine 
and mince pies will be served on 
arrival and, during your stay, you 
will enjoy Christmas dinner with 
all the trimmings. 

INCLUDED: 

• Free Bar from 6pm to 11 pm 
every night 

• Full Entertainment & Activities 
programme 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation 

• Car ferry crossing 
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IF you have a business story or 
any news you think we should 
be covering in this section, 
reporter Nick Ames would 
like to hear from you. 

You can phone him on 01303 
817181, or alternatively email 
nick.ames@archant.co.uk. 


KEY PARTNERS 



HighGrowthKent 




EMBROIDERED, CORPORATE, WORK & LEISURE CLOTHING 


The Hammond 
Consultancy 



k o s 



Business Week 


online@www.businessforkent.co.uk 


Your business is our business 


Will Japanese turn to Dungeness 
after their nuclear catastrophe? 



SEEING THE LIGHT? Dungeness could be considered by the Japanese for a new nuclear plant; Damian Collins, right, hopes so... 


EXCLUSIVE by Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

EAST Kent MP Damian Collins is calling 
on the Japanese to invest in a new 
nuclear power station at Dungeness. 

His move comes after a meeting 
between Prime Minister David Cameron 
and his Japanese counterpart Yoshi- 
hoko Noda that opened the door for the 
Far Eastern nation to build nuclear 
plants in the UK in return for help 
in cleaning up the Fukushima plant 
damaged in last year’s earthquake and 
tsunami. 

Collins, MP for Folkestone and Hythe, 
has been a long-term campaigner for 
investment in a third power station 
on Romney Marsh, with Dungeness A 
currently decommissioned and Dunge¬ 
ness B scheduled to cease operations in 
2018. 

But the site could home a new plant 
as the Government has announced that 
nuclear energy will form part of Brit¬ 
ain’s future power-generation strategy. 

Collins said: “Investment in Britain’s 
nuclear industry is good news and I 
hope the Japanese take a look at Dunge¬ 
ness. The more countries looking to in¬ 
vest in the industry, the better. 

“The door remains open for develop¬ 
ment at Dungeness and I hope the 
Japanese will consider the location.” 

The power station is a source of local 
employment but has its opponents, who 
say it poses environmental dangers in 


an area renowned across the world for 
its wildlife. Other objections are due to 
its proximity to Lydd airport. 

Mr Cameron recently undertook his 
first official visit to Japan and while 
there signed a deal that opened up the 
UK’s nuclear market to “Japanese 
companies’ technical expertise in new 
plant design and construction”. 

As part of the agreement, British 
companies will be asked to help with the 
clean-up operation at the Fukushima 
plant damaged in the 2011 tsunami. 

Cameron said while on his trip: “Brit¬ 
ish companies have significant exper¬ 
tise in nuclear decommissioning and 
clean-up, with 19 nuclear sites in the 


UK [including Dungeness B] currently 
being managed through the process.” 

The agreement stated: “Japanese 
companies’ technical expertise in new 
plant design and construction, and the 
UK’s decommissioning and waste- 
management experience and technolo¬ 
gy make civil nuclear cooperation 
particularly mutually beneficial.” 

Charles Hendry, minister of state for 
energy, said: “I am in no doubt that co¬ 
operation with Japan in these areas will 
bring mutual benefits. 

“This agreement will open up oppor¬ 
tunities for UK firms to work with Japa¬ 
nese industry and to continue to share 
the UK’s world-class expertise, just as 


we did in the aftermath of Fukushima.” 

There is, however, still strong opposi¬ 
tion to development at Dungeness. 

Steve Dawe, Kent Green Party spokes¬ 
man, pointed to the cost of construction 
of such a plant, together with the cost of 
making the landscape free of contami¬ 
nation after decommissioning. 

He said: “The site has been identified 
correctly by the Environment Agency 
as poor because of its shingle beach, 
which will become increasingly vulner¬ 
able to rising sea levels. 

“Also it is most peculiar that a coun¬ 
try in the process of phasing out its 
nuclear plants will be helping another 
nation to establish new ones.” 


PROPERTY U EXPANSION U DISTRIBUTION 


Zoopla merger given 
go-ahead by the OFT 


Kings Hill media agency makes the 
news as move creates 30 positions 


Company raises glass 
to Stateside operation 


THE planned merger of two of the UK's biggest 
companies in the online property sector has 
been cleared by the Office of Fair Trading. 

Zoopla, which powers the homes24.co.uk 
property portal run by media group Archant, 
publisher of Kent on Sunday, and the Digital 
Property Group, the business behind 
Findaproperty.com and Primelocation.com, 
announced their intention to merge in October. 

The deal will create greater competition for 
Rightmove by bringing together the UK's second, 
third and fourth largest property websites. 

Zoopla was founded in 2008, with homes24. 
co.uk becoming part of its network in January 
last year. Digital Property Group is owned by the 
Daily Mail and General Trust. 

Speaking at the time the merger was 
announced, Martin Cunningham, commercial 
director of homes24.co.uk, said the consolidation 
of the UK property portal sector to "a definitive 
two players" would benefit consumers and 
agents alike. 

The merger is set to take place during the 
next few weeks. 


THREE-and-a-half years after 
it moved to Kings Hill, media 
agency The Specialist Works 
is expanding its base on the 
park and plans to recruit up to 
30 new workers. 

The company is one of 
the UK’s largest independent 
media agencies, with a 
turnover of more than 
£45 million and employing 
more than 60 staff in Kent, 
London and Manchester. 

It was voted one of the 
Sunday Times’s 100 Best 
Small Companies To Work For 
in 2012 and rated number 26 
in advertising trade magazine 
Campaign’s Top 50 Media 
Agencies league table. 

With expansion plans for 
its print, digital and creative 
departments over the next 
three years, the company 


plans to hike staff numbers 
from 25 to 55, moving into 
3,606 sq ft in 30 Tower View 
from Churchill Square. 

“It is a very successful 
operation thriving in the face 
of the current economic 
climate,’’ said operations 
director Tom Wilson. 

“We initially moved part of 
our business to Kings Hill 
from London because our 
key staff were fed up with 
commuting. We have also 
found recruiting locally is a 
very good option and there is 
less staff turnover than there 
is in London. 

“We are delighted we have 
been able to find larger 
premises on site so we can 
keep our prestigious Kings 
Hill address - the business 
moving onwards and upwards." 


A FIRM specialising in spirits expects to increase 
export sales by 30 per cent within the next year 
after signing a £200,000 deal with a US 
distributor - just four years after it faced ruin. 

Old St Andrews, based in Sevenoaks, designs, 
bottle and distributes premium alcohol brands, 
including whisky and gin, which now have such 
global appeal that the company makes 90 per 
cent of its sales from overseas orders. 

"We've just signed up our latest distributor in 
New Jersey as a direct result of an UKTI market 
visit last autumn," said managing director Bob 
Gorton. "The first annual contract is worth 
$300,000 [£200,000], but we expect this figure 
to double as sales roll out across America." 

Yet only four years ago the company was on 
the brink of bankruptcy before being bought out 
by Gorton, who was then a business adviser. 

He saw potential in the company but decided 
that the business needed a change of direction 
to target the high end of the whisky and gin 
markets. 

He said: "We've found having face-to-face 
meetings abroad virtually guarantees business." 


■ FOR ALL THE LATEST JOBS IN KENT - with more than 1,500 advertised - SEE OUR WEBSITE WWW. JOBS24.CO.UK/KENT 
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Taxman faces paying out 
millions over unfair fines 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

SMALL businesses may be falling victim to 
unfair fines from HM Revenue & Customs 
(HMRC), according to a recent judgement by a 
tax tribunal. 

The findings of the Hok Limited vs HMRC 
tribunal suggested that HMRC was waiting an 
unacceptable length of time to i n form businesses 
that they have missed tax-filing deadlines, re¬ 
sulting in business-owners accruing months of 
late-payment charges before realising they owed 
any money. 

Simon Warne, tax partner at Crowe Clark 
Whitehill, a national firm offering audit, tax and 
business-advisory services, with offices in 
Tunbridge Wells and Maidstone, said: “Depend¬ 
ing on the results of an appeal, HMRC may be 
obliged to make refunds worth millions of pounds 
to almost 100,000 businesses.” 

In the case of Hok Limited, the company be¬ 
lieved it was not necessary to file the appropriate 
returns as its only employee had ceased employ¬ 
ment partway through the year. 

Although it accepts it was wrong in this 
assumption, it claims the error would have been 
remedied far sooner if HMRC had notified the 
company, thereby avoiding any ongoing penal¬ 
ties. The tribunal ruled that HMRC acted neither 
fairly nor in good conscience and the penalty 
was set at £100 rather a minimum of £500. 

Warne said: “What appears to be happening is 
that a company which misses the tax-filing dead¬ 
line in May will not receive a computer-generated 
reminder from HMRC until September. 

“By this time, businesses are faced with four 
months’ late-payments fees at £100 per month, 
as well as another £100 charge for late comple¬ 
tion of paperwork - meaning there will always 
be a minimum £500 penalty. 

“The tribunal has ruled these fines are dispro¬ 
portionately unfair as a slight error can leave 
companies with large fines to pay. 

“There is a general feeling it is the role of the 
Government organisations to ensure tax is paid 
correctly, rather than to catch people out.” 



CASH NOT 
IN HAND: If 

the courts 
rule that 
HMRC has 
been slow 
to notify 
companies 
over wrong 
tax payments, 
it could be 
due to pay 
out millions 
to almost 
100,000 UK 
businesses 


TAKEOVER 


AWARDS 


Golf centre’s new owner is 
asking for customer ‘in-putt* 


Employees safe knowing that 
they work for a big company 


MYTIME Active has bought Orpington 
Golf Centre from Crown Golf. 

Crown Golf has traded the property 
since January 2005, following its 
acquisition of American Golf (AGUK). 

The club was founded in the early 
1970s and offers 53 holes of golf, a 
driving range and teaching academy, 
together with retail and food and 
beverage facilities. 

Stephen Lewis, chief executive of 
Crown Golf, said: "We are extremely 
pleased to be passing on this property 
to a new owner who has great ambition 
for the site. 

“I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a special thank-you to all the 
Orpington Golf Centre staff for their 
hard work and diligence during the sale 


process and wish them every success 
under the new ownership. 

"I would also like to thank all our 
customers for their loyalty during our 
period of ownership and to wish them 
continued enjoyment of Orpington Golf 
Centre under the new ownership of 
Mytime Active." 

Mytime Active chief executive Steve 
Price said: "Orpington will be a great 
addition to our growing range of golf 
courses and will complement those we 
already manage at Farnborough, 
Bromley, Bexley and Maidstone. 

"As a social enterprise we are 
committed to improving quality and 
value, and we're looking forward to 
meeting customers to discuss potential 
future improvements." 


AXA, the insurer whose UK operations 
include Tunbridge Wells's largest 
business, AXA PPP healthcare, has 
been awarded 19th place in 2012's The 
Sunday Times 25 Best Big Companies 
To Work For. 

The national awards, based on 
confidential feedback from employees, 
praised AXA's ‘feel-good factor' - with 
77 per cent of employees saying that 
colleagues "truly care about each 
other" and 76 per cent agreeing that 
“people go out of their way to help each 
other" in the business. 

AXA secured special recognition for 
its focus on employee well-being, with 
employees able to access a range of 
health and well-being benefits, 
including support on healthy Living as 


well as opportunities to try out a variety 
of health-enhancing activities such as 
the Alexander Technique, Zumba 
classes and 'mindball' challenge - a 
computer-based programme where 
participants seek to control a ball game 
through the power of relaxation. 

AXA was also commended for being 
environmentally friendly - with 72 per 
cent of employees agreeing that “AXA 
makes it easy to be green" - and for its 
charitable and volunteering activities. 

Sonia Wolsey Cooper, AXA PPP 
healthcare's membership and people 
director, said: "We’ve a wealth of 
talented employees who not only care 
for their colleagues and customers but 
are also committed to their community 
and to supporting good causes." 


Farmer ploughs 
new furrow by 
using hi-tech 
methods to help 
business grow 

A FARMER is using the latest 
iPhone-type hand-held 
technology to try to get 
one step ahead of the 
competition. 

Ashford-based Andrew 
Martin has branched out 
from his 1,600-acre 
Broadstream Farm on 
Romney Marsh into arable- 
farm contracting. 

And to keep track of his 
expanding crop portfolio, he 
has turned to the latest in 
electronic farm- 
management systems. 

“My tractors rarely leave 
the yard these days without 
a pre-generated work plan," 
said Martin, who uses 
equipment supplied by 
software specialist 
Landmark Systems to give 
him up-to-the-minute 
information on soil type, 
rotation patterns and stock 
control. 

“Due to the success of 
the business we have set 
up each client as a separate 
entity and it is great to be 
able to transfer, record and 
charge stock effortlessly 
between different cost 
centres. 

“At the same time we 
can access important field 
data from the tractor cab, 
including plans for spraying, 
fertilizer-application and 
muck-spreading. 

“Easy access to this type 
of information is important 
for any farmer, but because 
all of the land we farm is in 
a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone, 
compliance with agreed 
fertilizer patterns is 
absolutely vital.” 

Martin has seen his 
contract-farming acreage 
double in recent years 
and he now manages five 
major clients in addition to 
his own farm. 

He manages a standard 
arable rotation of wheat, 
barley, oats, beans, peas and 
oilseed rape. 

Nigel Parsons, managing 
director of Landmark 
Systems, said: “Modern 
farming is all about having 
accurate, real-time 
management information 
that allows you to keep on 
top of costs and control 
stock effectively. 

“Now, more than ever, 
farmers offering contracting 
services like Andrew need 
immediate, easy access to 
information such as crop 
yields and machinery usage. 

“Being able to see detailed 
work plans out in the field is 
a crucial part of successful 
farming in the 21st century.” 
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Kent BRIDE Magazine 
is on sale NOW! 


Over £5,000 of 
prizes to be won 



Plus 

• Real-life weddings • Venues • Bridal stores • Photographers • Florists • Wedding cars 

• Groom dress hire • Wedding cakes and so much more. 


Kent BRIDE is on sale now at all good retail outlets archant}kos media 

or call 01303 817072 to order for home delivery. 

You can order your copy online by visiting: www.buyamag.co.uk/kentbride 
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Training, courses and careers 


College plans to build on 
construction popularity 


NORTH West Kent College is 
offering a construction pro¬ 
gramme at its newly redevel¬ 
oped Dartford campus. 

Construction, building serv¬ 
ices and engineering courses 
are already offered at the col¬ 
lege’s Gravesend campus, but 
this new Dartford offering will 
now enable students from 
Dartford and the surrounding 
areas to be in easier commut¬ 
ing distance. 

From September, the Dart¬ 
ford campus will offer a multi¬ 
skills construction one-year 
programme, which will in¬ 
clude units covering electri¬ 
cal, ceramic tiling, carpentry, 
brick work and painting and 
decorating. These courses will 
provide students with a broad 
base training across all skill 
areas, and an opportunity to 
try them out and perhaps spe¬ 
cialise in their second year. 

This is an innovative move 
for the college as traditionally 
the Dartford campus has 
previously only offered painting 
and decorating. 

Following the increase in 
demand and enquiries about 
construction courses at Dart¬ 
ford, vice principal Penny 




Morgan, said: “We are offering 
this course so students can 
experience a range of construc¬ 
tion industry skills, but do 
not have to travel to Gravesend 
for them. 

“Students have heard about 
our good reputation and want 
to be trained by our highly 
skilled and knowledgeable staff. 

“The courses on offer will 
also include a link to the award¬ 


winning Sustainable Construc¬ 
tion Centre, SusCon, which is 
part of a joint initiative, based 
at the Bridge in Dartford. ” 

Level 1 is the entry require¬ 
ment for the course, but stu¬ 
dents could successfully com¬ 
plete a vocational course and 
qualify for entry that way, said 
Ms Morgan. 

In addition to an increased 
construction programme be¬ 


ing offered at the Dartford 
campus, the college has 
recently introduced sports 
and business and secretarial 
courses at the newly redevel- 


CHIPPING 

AWAY: North 
West College 
is offering 
construction 
courses in 
Dartford 


oped Gravesend campus. 

They want to encourage 
more students from the local 
community and surrounding 
areas to study with them on in- 


d u s t r y 
linked pro¬ 
grammes. 

Another new 
feature is the Level 2 Award 
in medical terminology to ad¬ 
dress the needs of the 
healthcare industry. 

And as part of its sports pro¬ 
gramme offering, the college’s 
Football Academy has secured 
a partnership deal with Gilling¬ 
ham FC. 

Associate director of sport 
and leisure Chris Lydon, said: 
“Students will be able to com¬ 
bine their full-time studies with 
professional football training 
as part of the partnership, to be 
delivered both at Dartford and 
Medway. 

“With Gillingham FC cur¬ 
rently competing in League 
Two of the Football League the 
partnership gives our students 
the chance to study while 
training and representing a 
professional football club. ” 


Emily-Jo scoops apprentice award 


EMILY-JO Howarth from Whitstable has been 
named Southern Water's Apprentice of the Year. 

The 23-year-old received her award at FontweLL 
Park Racecourse, West Sussex. 

She was presented with a toolkit, a cheque for 
£250, and the winner's trophy shield, by Southern 
Water's chief executive Matthew Wright. 

Emily-Jo is in the second year of her electrical 
apprenticeship and is based at Weatherlees 
Wastewater Treatment Works near Ramsgate. 

Before joining Southern Water, she worked for 
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, which supports Royal 
Navy ships around the world, supplying them 
with fuel, ammunition and supplies. 

She said: "I wanted a new challenge and a job 


with a bit more stability. I'm really happy I made 
the move. It was amazing to win Apprentice of the 
Year and means all the hard work has paid off. 

“I’m really excited about the future." 

Mr Wright said the apprentices were a "vital 
part" of the business, adding: "At a time when 
we are hearing there are fewer opportunities for 
young people, it is fantastic this scheme is going 
from strength to strength. I'd also like to thank 
the mentors who guide people through their 
apprenticeships." 

For more information on Southern 
Water's apprenticeships programme, visit 
www.southernwater.co.uk/workingwithus/ 
apprenticeships. 


Theatre crew offer technical advice 


A MEDWAY theatre's technical 
crew will take centre stage 
when they host a summer 
workshop that will reveal the 
tricks of their trade. 

The workshop will give 
wannabe techies the chance 
to discover the skills involved 
behind the scenes of 
theatrical productions and 
gain real experience of live 
entertainment. 

The course is designed for 
those who want to take part in 
theatre - from the village or 


school hall to amateur or 
dance company members who 
book professional theatres and 
want to arrive with technical 
knowledge. 

The one-week course will 
include health and safety, 
tours and show preparation, 
sound and lighting equipment 
operation, and stagecraft. 

At the end of the week there 
will be opportunity to do a 
practical set up and rehearsal 
before a presentation before 
friends and family. 


There are two one-week 
courses available, on August 
13-17 and August 20-24. 
Places cost £85. The course is 
suitable for ages 17 and up. 

The workshop will take 
place at the Central Theatre, 
Chatham, from 10am-5pm 
each day, with and 8pm 
finish on the Friday for 
the presentation. 

For more information 
and to book a place, call 
the theatre box office on 
01634 338338. 


Whitehead Mondkton 

unique to Kent 



Do you have a problem with a Will or Trust? 


Do you have a dispute with: 
a Will? 

an executor or trustee? 
an estate administration? 
a trust administration? 
a Power of Attorney? 


We can help you. Call us on: 

01622 698000 

You may qualify for our 

NO WIN NO FEE ser 


A Kentish law firm with national expertise 

Commercial | Tax & Estate Planning | Family | Residential Property 
Employment | Personal Injury | Probate | Wills | Wealth Management 


Please call Maidstone 01622 698000 or Tenterden 01580 765722 

or visit our website www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


Lexcel 
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MEDWAY AND SWALE ARE BEST 



1-Day Fire Awareness Course 


9th May at Russell Hotel, Boxley Road, Maidstone 

9.30 am until 4.30 am 

Only £145 per person 

Special discounts for bookings of 3 or more people 

The full days training includes: 

• 2 course lunch provided • Teas and coffees 
• Excellent training facilities • Course hand-outs 
• Practical fire extinguisher training 
• Fire risk assessment training 
• Fully qualified tutors with over 15 years' experience 
• Certificate of attendance/compliance for every student 


Contact Richard on 07890183416 




Contact us at: 

Newbridge House, 

18 New Road Avenue, 
Chatham, 

Kent 

ME4 6BA 

Tel: (01634) 818305 

or Text "KOS" to: 

07973440756 or 
07870265553 
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Training 

Nacro are offering free educational and training 
courses for 16-18 year olds. We can offer immediate 
starts in the following areas: 

• construction 

• motor vehicles 

• hospitality & catering 

• hairdressing 

• music technology 



Make Kent Quicker 


Better broadband is Important for education - at school and at home. 
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MEDWAY AND SWALE ARE BEST , 



FORWARD-THINKING 

Making the most of the 
opportunities available 



EDWAY and 
Swale are two 
of the most 
go-ahead areas 
in Kent when 
it comes to 

forward-thinking business. 

New companies have been 
encouraged into the regenerated 
areas of the transformed 
waterfront at Rochester, which has 
become a highly-desirable 
residential location. 

Improvements in communication 
have also made the area hugely 
attractive to investors and those 
looking for a good quality of life. 

The Isle of Sheppey has also 
benefited from easier access 
to the mainland and plans are 
under way to put it firmly on the 
map when it comes to leisure 
destinations. 

Typical of the confidence shown 
in the area is the move by paper¬ 
making company Smurfit Kappa, 
which has announced a three-year 
£98 million investment plan in 
its Townsend Hook facility in 
Snodland. 

This is just one of the new 
projects boosting employment 
prospects across Medway and 
Swale. 

The installation and 
commissioning of a lightweight 
recycled-container-board machine 
is due to be completed and 
operational by the end of 2014 - 
securing the supply of paper for all 
of Smurfit Kappa's packaging 
operations in the UK and Ireland. 

Chris Allen, CEO of Smurfit 
Kappa Paper UK, said: "The design 


of the new machine features state- 
of-the-art technology that will 
produce a superior lightweight 
paper, enhancing our position and 
confirming us as a leading player in 
the UK and Ireland. 

“Smurfit Kappa's two UK mills 
will now specialise in producing all 
the recycled brown corrugated 
case material for its UK and Irish 
corrugated business, while 
maintaining its presence in the 
market." 

The investment continues the 
150-year history of paper-making 
at Townsend Hook. 

Another example of the way 
businesses in the area are forging 
ahead comes from Peugeot 
dealership Robins & Day 
Rochester. The company emerged 
victorious at Peugeot's 
international retail excellence 
awards after employee James 
O'Neill scooped the award for used 
car sales manager of the year. 


The awards, which were hosted 
by British TV personality Hugh 
Dennis and held at the 
International Convention Centre in 
Birmingham, were designed to 
recognise and celebrate the car- 
manufacturer's top performers and 
showcase their achievements. 

Peugeot dealers were assessed 
throughout 2011 on criteria relating 
to their job role and the top three in 
each category were invited to the 
special gala dinner, where 25 
awards were presented. 

Colin Webster, general manager 
from Robins & Day Rochester, 
said: "To be named among the 
top Peugeot dealers in the UK 
and walk away with this award 
is an honour and I'd like to 
congratulate James on his 
outstanding achievement." 

Tim Zimmerman, managing 
director at Peugeot Motor 
Company, said: "The retail 
excellence awards recognise and 


pay tribute to the efforts and 
dedication of all Peugeot's dealers 
and celebrate the success of 
individual team-members who 
have excelled in their role." 

More forward-thinking, including 
ways to promote and encourage 
tourism on the Isle of Sheppey, was 
discussed at a breakfast hosted by 
MP Gordon Henderson. 

The breakfast, at the Shurland 
Hotel in Eastchurch, was attended 
by 40 representatives of tourism- 
related businesses, who used the 
opportunity to discuss how to stop 
the decline in the number of 
visitors to the island each year. 

The Sheppey Tourism Alliance 
also used the breakfast to launch 
its website www.visitsheppey.com, 
brochure and DVD, which should 
encourage the organisations to 
work together and promote what 
the island has to offer. 

Heather Thomas-Pugh, chairman 
of the Sheppey Tourism Alliance, 
said: "The high level of interest 
shown at the breakfast meeting 
indicated to us at the Sheppey 
Tourism Alliance that the issue of 
communication within the island's 
tourism providers has been sadly 
lacking in the past. 

"We hope to remedy this and 
develop our Visit Sheppey website 
and brochure to accommodate this 
expanding market." 

Mr Henderson said: "I think we 
should be promoting the island as 
much as possible as it has a 
fantastic heritage, excellent 
beaches and a number of beautiful 
natural attractions of which we 
should be proud." 



FIRE SAFETY 

Be prepared 
against fire risk 

AIM Fire Services is looking to help companies 
minimise the threat posed by fire. 

Unfortunately, the fire-related side of training 
is not a regulated industry and there are 
companies who provide tickbox training, which in 
most cases is not suitable or sufficient for the 
individual or the company. 

Due to non-regulation we have come across 
several companies whose fire warden or fire- 
awareness training is wholly inadequate for the 
company’s needs. 

We at Aim Fire Services pride ourselves on 
quality training delivery, with practical scenarios 
specific to business needs such as residential 
care homes, offices, factories and large 
commercial organisations. We can tailor any 
course specific to the company requirements. 

Aim Fire Services is backing fire minister Bob 
Neil's drive to make business in the South East 
aware of the forthcoming review of fire- 
prevention legislation and to ensure they are 
aware what effects the devolvement of power to 
local authorities and communities will mean to 
the business community. 

Essentially, the legislation affects those 
people responsible for any premises in England 
and Wales where people gather. The legislation 
covers almost every type of building, structure 
and open space, except for anything on wheels, 
anything that flies, building sites, offshore 
installations, private homes and individual flats 
in a block or house, although communal areas 
will be affected. 

On October 1, 2006, through the Regulatory 
Reform (Fire Safety) Order, the responsibility for 
fire safety was handed to the responsible 
person, ie managers, employers, self-employed 
with premises, voluntary organisations, those 
responsible for buildings with public access and 
any contractor who has some control over 
premises. 

The responsible people have a duty to ensure 
the safety of everyone who uses their premises 
and those in the immediate vicinity who may be 
at risk if there is a fire. This will involve providing 
a suitable and sufficient Fire Risk Assessment 
(FRA) of the site and adequate training for staff. 

This is the biggest reform shake-up in fire- 
service legislation for almost 30 years. Anyone 
responsible for premises must carry out the 
FRA, and The Fire and Rescue Service will be 
the enforcing body and carry out inspections and 
audits. Failure to comply could lead to enforce¬ 
ment action or even prosecution. 

In a company, the responsible person - 
usually a manager - will have to carry out the 
FRA of their premises. This can be done by 
themselves if they are competent to do so, or by 
using a competent member of staff who has 
suitable experience and sound knowledge of this 
area and has had the relevant training, or by 
employing third-party consultants such as Aim 
Fire Services. It is unlikely that internal company 
staff will have the necessary training or 
experience to qualify, so some companies will 
need to contact specialists. 

Aim Fire Services can carry out your Fire Risk 
Assessment, provide training for staff so 
companies can do their own assessment, act as 
a third-party consultant and organise general 
training for fire wardens and fire marshals in fire 
awareness. 

Aim Fire can also provide Control of 
Substances Hazardous to Health awareness 
training, Manual Handling training (soon to be 
certified by the Chartered Institute of 
Environmental Health) and any health-and- 
safety-related bespoke training required. 

To find out more, email info@aimfire.co.uk 
or phone 0845 2025 999. 
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Purchasing Administrator 

Due to continued expansion a market-leading supplier to the garden centre trade 
now requires a purchasing administrator to join its team. 

Reporting to the commercial manager, the role will involve: 

• Raising and administration of purchase orders. 

• Regular contact with our foreign suppliers to ensure timely delivery of orders. 

• Creating, updating and interpreting buying plans and analysing sales trends. 

• Arranging import documentation, coordinating container deliveries and receipt 
of stock. 

This is an excellent opportunity to join an ambitious, innovative and rewarding 
company at a time of sustained growth. The successful candidate will be expected 
to show an interest in all aspects of the business, and be flexible enough to assist 
in other areas, including sales and marketing, as required. Excellent prospects exist 
for progression within the company. 

Clear communication and accurate statistical work are vital and the role therefore 
demands exemplary literacy and numeracy levels. Experience of Excel, Word and 
Outlook preferred but not essential. An enquiring mind, a willingness to learn and a 
spark of creativity will also be advantageous. 

Starting salary £20,000 plus bonus, with regular reviews. 

Written applications in the first instance, enclosing CV and details of current salary, 
to: 

James Hoad 

Apta, Dencora Way, Leacon Road, 

Fairwood Business Park 
Ashford, Kent TN23 4FH 
iames.hoad@aDta.co.uk 


MTS Cleansing 
Services Ltd 

LGV Fitter/Technician Required 

MTS Cleansing Services Ltd one of the largest liquid waste 
management services in the South are currently looking to 
recruit an LGV Class 1 Fitter/Technician to work full time 
on it's large fleet of DAF, Mercedes-Benz and Foden trucks 
based at our Head Office in Hoo, Rochester. 

Working hours are 2pm - 12pm late shift 
Applicants must posses a full LGV Class 1 license and 
demonstrate previous experience in the maintenance, 
service and testing of vehicles in preparation for VOSA 
/MOT test certificates. 

Working within a team, the position would suit someone 
from a mechanical background with a sound knowledge of 
electrics, and fleet road testing. 

The right candidate must be able to demonstrate a flexible 
attitude to work as they may be required to attend 
emergency call out situations which could include 
weekends and nights. 

Reporting to the Workshop manager the successful 
applicant can expect a competitive salary, supplied 
protective clothing, 20 days holiday, pension and life 
assurance schemes after a qualifying period. 

For further information and an application form 
please contact the HR department on 01634-257125 


■O 
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The Spencer Wing is the independently owned and managed 
22 bed private hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. 

We also have a 5 bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted a vacancy for the following staff: 

Medical Secretary - Flexi Bank (Margate) 

Closing date for applications - Friday 27 April 2012 

Qualifications 

Maths and English (GCSE or Equivalent) 

Two years experience working in a medical environment 
To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 

Paul Parish 01843 234555 x 63316 
For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
The Spencer Wing, QEQM Hospital 
Ramsgate Road, Margate 
Kent CT9 4BG 


zsg 


Telephone: 01843 234556 
Fax: 01843 296333 

E-mail: j o.ed wards @ thespencerwing.com 

The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
This position is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check 


o 
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Teach English at Home 

• Could you host & teach one or two students 
(junior or adult)? 

• Must have TEFL or recognized teaching 
qualification 

• High standard of accommodation required 

• Teaching materials, full support and 
training workshop provided 

For further information call: 

01227722882 www.ilh.com^ 




The future of local media 

Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 


Account Manager Field Based 

Archant KOS Media is looking to recruit highly 
driven, confident, self-motivated team players 
to work on our portfolio of products which 
consist of newspapers, magazines and digital 
platforms. You will need to be able to work 
under pressure to deadlines and targets. 
Working with an existing client base where 
customer service is paramount, you must also 
be able to search out new business to develop 


and grow your territory revenues and 
opportunities. 

You will be building long-lasting relationships 
with organisations throughout Kent. 

Ideally you will be from a sales or marketing 
background and have the drive, tenacity and 
determination to succeed. Basic knowledge of 
computer systems is required. 

A full driving licence is essential. 


Telephone Sales Executive 

If you are a highly driven, confident, self- 
motivated team player with good 
communication skills, who is able to work 
under pressure to deadlines and targets, then 
apply for this job today. 

You will be office based and working with an 
existing client base of advertisers where 
customer service is paramount, but you must 
also be able to search out new business to 


develop and grow your territory revenues and 
opportunities. 

We pride ourselves on good customer service, 
professional marketing solutions and excellent 
business relationships. We provide innovative 
ideas that will in return give our clients real 
value and response. 

Media experience is not essential as full training 
will be given, however good numeracy, literacy 
and computer skills are required. 


We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, ongoing training and 
career development, five weeks’ annual leave, contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme and all the benefits of working for a large media organisation. 


ARCHANT f KOS MEDIA 


Is this the 
job for you? 

ACH is a fast-growing 
organisation, developing 
new, high-quality 
residential homes for 
adults with Learning 
Disabilities. Due to our 
continued growth we now 
require the following staff 
to complement our team 
at our home in 


Senior Support Worker 

Salary from £15,250 

For an application pack please visit our website 

at www.achuk.com. 

Alternatively e-mail joan.williams@achuk.com 
or contact Human Resources 020 8502 8841 


ACH 

London Limited 


Ahhcinieys & Dementia 

SUPPORT SERVICES 

ftttfM**** N»Hir 103438V 


Alzheimer's and Dementia Support Services is a registered charity based in Northfleet, which supports people 
with dementia and their carers in Dartford, Gravesham & Swanley. 

We have been awarded funding for three new projects and we are recruiting for the following posts: 

Dementia Cafe Facilitator - 14 hours per week - £6,930 per annum - Fixed contract to 31/3/2014 

There are three dementia cafes presently running monthly in Dartford, Gravesend & Swanley. This post will 
facilitate these cafes and set up another two cafes in the local area. Dementia Cafes allow open discussion of 
dementia and its consequences in an informal, social environment in the presence of, and supported by, peers. The 
person appointed will organise, and facilitate, the cafes which provide a mix of speakers, entertainment and 
socialising. 

Peer Support Facilitator - 18 hours per week - £8,907 per annum - Fixed contract to 31/3/2014 

This post will set up two Dementia Peer support groups, one in Dartford & one in Gravesham. The groups will 
run twice a month in each venue. The aim of the role will be to facilitate structured group sessions to discuss their 
diagnosis of dementia and its consequences in an informal environment in the presence of, and supported by, their 
peers. The aim is to learn from each other about key areas of concern, experienced symptoms & coping 
mechanisms. 

Dementia Buddy Service - 26 hours per week - £12,866 per annum - Fixed Contract to 31/3/2013 

This post will set up, and run, a new service at Darent Valley Hospital. This successful applicant will recruit, train 
& support volunteers to assist patients with dementia in the hospital by providing social interaction, cognitive 
stimulation and encouragement with eating & drinking. 

All posts are subject to a satisfactory Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) check & references. It is expected that 
applicants will have significant experience of working with people with dementia in a professional setting, 
managing projects as well as experience of working with volunteers. 

For application forms and further information, please call 01474 533990 or email adminadss @btconnect.com 
Closing date for completed applications is 27th April, 2012. 

Interviews will take place in the week commencing 7th May 2012. 


mm 


Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter to: 

Dawn Coady, Group Recruitment Manager, Prospect House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 1 RE 
or email dawn.coady@archant.co.uk 
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PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT 



Want to work in a motivated, 
forward thinking environment? 

Thanet Early Years Project is recruiting exceptional staff to join our teams of 
nursery professionals. 

At our Hand in Hand Nursery, Ramsgate: 

Senior Practitioner 

37.5 hrs pw all year round 

Experienced Level 3 Nursery Practitioner 

26.25 hrs pw term time only 

Experienced Lunchtime Assistant 

10 hrs pw term time only (ref HHLA) 

At our Growing Together Nursery, Ramsgate: 

Experienced Lunchtime Assistant 

12.5 hrs pw term time only (ref GT LA) 

For our Creche team working throughout the Thanet area: 

2 x Creche Supervisors 

16 hrs pw term time only; car owner and driver essential 

2 x Creche Assistants 

(min Level 2) flexible contract; car owner and driver desirable 
All applicants must be suitably experienced and hold relevant 
qualifications, meeting the criteria as set out in the job description and 
person specification for each role. 

Contact Maria on 01843 591200, email her on 
maria@thanetearlyyears.org or visit our website 
www.thanetearlyyears.org for an application form 
and further details of these exciting opportunities. 

Thanet Early Years Project is celebrating its 25th years of childcare to the local 
community, and offers competitive rates of pay, contributory pension scheme, 
excellent supervision and opportunities for professional development to its staff. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: midday 18th May 2012 with 
interviews planned to take place week commencing 28th May 2012. 

All appointments are subject to full enhanced Criminal Records Bureau checks. 
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Abbey Court School 


“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe learning 
environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and 
achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Key Stage Leader 

commencing Sept 2012 to lead a Key 
Stage in this progressive school for 
pupils with severe and profound 
learning difficulties. 

MPS/UPS + TLR 2 (£6,196) + 2 SEN Points 
(depending on experience) 

The school is located in pleasant surroundings and we have educational 
resources of enviable proportions. Applications are invited from experienced 
special school teachers or those with an interest in developing management 
skills within a specialist context. Comprehensive induction and training will be 
provided. Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school welcomed. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 27th April 2012 
Interviews will be held on 16th May 2012 

For further details and a job description, please contact Linda Taylor, 
Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent ME2 3SP 
(Tel: 01634 338236), stating the position for which you are applying. 


WELLNESS COACHES 

REQUIRED 

We are a Health & Nutrition companylooking 
for serious people who want to earn 2500- 
El 000+ per month full/part-time working from 
home. Full training and support available. 

01622 671716 



CARE ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED TO COVER MATERNITY LEAVE FOR 
ELDERLY RESIDENTIAL HOME IN FOLKESTONE 

MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE IN RESIDENTIAL CARE OF 
THE ELDERLY AND HAVE A MINIMUM OF NVQ 2 IN 
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

POST IS SUBJECT TO ENHANCED CRB 
DISCLOSURE, COST TO BE MET BY APPLICANT 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

julia on 01303 254019 


To advertise in 
this section 
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PREMISES/ GOODS LICENCES 


NOTICE 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2000 

THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (EXECUTIVE ARRANGEMENTS) (ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2000 
FORWARD PLAN 


In accordance with Regulations 13 and 14 of the Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to 

Information) (England) Regulations 2000 notice is hereby given of the following arrangements in respect 

of Ashford Borough Council's Forward Plan for the period June 2012 to August 2013. 

1. Throughout the period of June 2012 to August 2013 Key Decisions are to be taken on behalf of the 
Council. 

2. The Forward Plan containing particulars of the matters on which decisions are to be taken will be 
prepared on a monthly basis. 

3. The first Forward Plan will contain details of Key Decisions to be made for the four month period 
commencing June to September 2012 and will also contain a list of the documents submitted to the 
decision takers for consideration in relation to the Key Decisions within the Plan. This will also include 
any other documents. 

4. The Forward Plan for each four month period will be published and be available for inspection at the 
address shown below on the dates indicated. 


Period of Plan 

June to September 2012 
July to October 2012 
August to November 2012 
September to December 2012 
October 2012 to January 2013 
November 2012 to February 2013 
December 2012 to March 2013 
January to April 2013 
February to May 2013 
March to June 2013 
April to July 2013 
May to August 2013 


Date Available for Inspection 

17 May 2012 

15 June 2012 
17 July 2012 
17 August 2012 

17 September 2012 
17 October 2012 
17 November 2012 
17 December 2012 
17 January 2013 
14 February 2013 
17 March 2013 

16 April 2013 


Each Plan will be available for inspection, free of charge, at the Ashford Borough Council, Civic Centre, 
Tannery Lane, Ashford or at the Tenterden Gateway, 2 Manor Row, Tenterden between 9.00 am and 4.30 
pm Monday to Friday. Copies of documents listed within the Forward Plan can be obtained as and when 
they become available by writing to Mr Keith Fearon, Member Services & Scrutiny Manager, Civic Centre, 
Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent or by e-mail: keith.fearon@ashford.gov.uk. 

May 2012 


T W Mortimer 

Head of Legal & Democratic Services, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 1PL 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

Subzero (2003) Limited trading as Subzero of Noake’s 
Storage, Goudhurst Road, Horsmonden, Tonbridge, 
Kent, TNI2 8AY is applying to change an existing 
licence as follows: 

To keep an extra 0 goods vehicles and 3 trailers at the 
operating centre at Noake’s Storage, Goudhurst Road, 
Horsmonden, Tonbridge, Kent, TNI2 8AY. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner at: 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to making 
representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 
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PREMISES/ GOODS LICENCES 



TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 


Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
its setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

5. The application does not accord with the provisions of the 
Development Plan. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 07 MAY 2012 

SW/12/0108: 

Listed building consent for complete demolition of 
timber/glass/plastic rear lean to and construction of garden room - 
Ye Olde Century, Hogbens Hill, SELLING; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/12/0157: Listed building consent for strengthening work to 
eastern end wall of property and the associated 
chimney stack - Malt House, Kingsdown Road, 
LYNSTED; REASONS 1 & 2 

SW/12/0306: Variation of condition (3) of planning permission 
SW/05/0715 to extend occupancy period to 10 
months (1st March to 2nd January) - Meadow View 
Park, The Broadway, MINSTER; REASON 3 
SW/12/0312 & 

SW/12/0313: Change of use from B1 (a) office to one detached 
dwelling together with alterations and car parking - 2 
Roman Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/12/0321: Change of use from garage/staff accommodation to 
three bed dwelling - Horsehill Farm, Monkshill 
Road, HERNHILL; REASON 5 

SW/12/0343: Variation of condition (5) of planning permission 
SW/10/1403 to vary BREEAM rating from "very 
good" to "good" - Land r/o Bell Centre, Bell Road, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 3 
SW/12/0344 & 

SW/12/0345: Erection of balcony to rear; change door to window; 

and replace existing window with patio doors. 
(Amendments to SW/09/0283 & SW/09/0284) - 39 
High Street, SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/12/0346: Demolition of existing building and re-development 
of site to provide for 6 detached chalet bungalows 
and 8 town houses (total 14 dwellings) with 
associated amenity space, parking, landscaping and 
access - The Old Dairy, Halfway Road, Halfway, 
SHEERNESS; REASON 3 

SW/12/0348: New boiler house in grounds of listed dwelling house 
Beacon Hill House, Shottenden Road, 
BADLESMERE; REASON 2 

SW/12/0358: Variation of condition (ii) of planning permission 
SW/80/1400 to allow 10 month occupancy (1st 
March to 2nd January) - Lazy Days Holiday Park, 
Bell Farm Lane, MINSTER; REASON 2 
SW/12/0359 & 

SW/12/0360: Demolition of existing outbuilding and 
redevelopment of new two storey commercial office 
building - Land at Toachim Mews, South Road, 
FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1 & 2 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 

Fill your job 
vacancies fast 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for the Grant of a 
New Premises Licence 

We Maidstone United (Ground) Ltd hereby give notice 
that I have made an application to the Maidstone Borough 
Council, Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent 
ME15 6JQ for the grant of a premises license in respect of 
the following licensable activities; 

1. The sale of alcohol by retail 

2. The provision of regulated entertainment, and 

3. The provision of late night refreshment 

In respect of the premises situated at The Gallagher 
Stadium, James Whatman Way. Maidstone, Kent ME14 
1LQ and to be known by the sign of Maidstone United 
Football Club. The application can be viewed at the offices 
of the Licensing Authority, Maidstone Borough Council, 
Maidstone House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 
6JQ between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m - Monday to Friday 
except public holidays) www.maidstone.gov.uk 
Interested parties and responsible authorities may make 
representation concerning this application in writing to the 
above local authority and within 28 consecutive days of 
the submission of the application, that is no later that 10th 
May 2012. 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. Any person 
who makes a false statement is liable on summary 
conviction to a maximum fine of £5,000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW solicitors, 8 Grassmere, Leybourne, 
West Mailing, Kent. ME19 5QP Authorised Agents for and 
on behalf of the applicants. 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF 
SEVENOAKS 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE RESTRICTED BYWAY SR286 
IN THE PARISHES OF SEVENOAKS WEALD & SEAL 
RESTRICTED BYWAY SR286 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has temporarily closed Restricted 
Byway SR286, between The Coach House, Underriver 
(NGR TQ 550 524) and the junction with Public 
Footpath SR287 (NGR TQ 547 516) from the 16th April 
2012. 

The route will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 16th 
October 2012. 

The route will be closed because works to excavate 
and build a pipeline are planned on it and there is a 
likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Nicky Biddall 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH SR154 
IN THE PARISH OF SEAL 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH SR154 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public 
Footpath SR154, between the eastern end of Green 
Lane NGR TQ 559 518 and the junction with Underriver 
House Road from the 16th April 2012. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 16th 
October 2012. 

The path is to be closed because a depot associated 
with the pipeline construction is to be located on it 
and there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Nicky Biddall 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF SWALE 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZUi, 
SITTINGBOURNE 

PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZUi, SITTINGBOURNE 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public 
Footpath ZUi at Kemsley Drain (NGR TQ 919 654) 
approximately 250 metres north of new Milton Creek 
road bridge from the 12th April 2012. 

The route will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that the work should be 
completed in 3 months. 


-\ 

The route is to be closed because works are planned 
on or near it and there is a likelihood of danger 
to users. 

The alternative route is via a track and a temporary 
bridge and will be marked for the duration of the 
closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Michael Ellis 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF 
TONBRIDGE & MALLING 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS 
MR392, MT15, MT17A, MT16, AND PUBLIC 
BRIDLEWAYS, MT49 AND MT50 
IN THE PARISH OF SHIPBOURNE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS MR392, MT15, MT17A, MT16 AND 
PUBLIC BRIDLEWAYS MT49 AND MT50 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public 
Footpaths MR392 at NGR TQ 578 517, MT15 at NGR TQ 
583 512, MT17A at NGR TQ 583 512, MT16 at NGR TQ 
588 511, and Public Bridleways MT49 at NGR TQ 583 
509 and MT50 at NGR TQ 589 509 from 16th April 2012 
The Routes will be closed for a maximum of six 
months. 

The Routes will be closed because works are planned 
on them and there is a likelihood of danger to users 
Alternative routes will be signed for the duration of 
the works. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: 

Michele Snoding 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH MR548 
IN THE PARISH OF EAST PECKHAM 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH MR548 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1) 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public 
Footpath MR548 from Branbridges Road to NGRTQ674 
485 from the 10th April 2012. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
The path is to be closed because works are planned 
on it and there is a likelihood of danger to users 
There is an alternative route along the site boundary 
and this will be signed forthe duration of the closure. 
For detailed enquiries please contact: 

Michele Snoding 


Countryside Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 lXX Dated: 22 April 2012 


v: 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Countryside Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 



Planning applications 

iii* 


CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//11/02026/LB: Milestone Cottage, Canterbury Road, Bramling, Ickham, CT3 1NB Insertion of window on gable end. 

Applicant: Mr Stephen Wright Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//12/00135/ADV: 21-24 St Dunstan’s Street, Canterbury, CT2 8BT Illuminated fascia signage and projecting sign, applied lettering to wall 
and vinyls applied internally to windows. Applicant: Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00172/FUL: 96 Western Avenue, Herne Bay, CT6 8UF First-floor rear extension to dwelling. Applicant: Dr Wilson 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00214/ADV: Highland Court Farm, Patrixbourne, Bridge, CT4 5HW Installation of two non-illuminated free-standing post mounted signs 
and one non-illuminated wall-mounted fascia sign. Applicant: The Co-operative Farms Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00265/FUL: Orchard House, Maypole Road, Hoath, CT3 4LN Erection of wall with gate to side of dwelling; alteration of field access 
from Maypole Road, associated formation of driveway and erection of wall and gates. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Hawken Reason: Setting of listed 
building in conservation area. 

CA//12/00266/LB: Orchard House, Maypole Road, Hoath, CT3 4LN Erection of wall with gate to side of dwelling; alteration of field access from 
Maypole Road, associated formation of driveway and erection of wall and gates. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Hawken Reason: Work to a listed building. 
CA//12/00298/FUL: 72 Whitstable Road, Canterbury, CT2 8EB Replacement upvc windows to front elevation. Applicant: Mr Towman 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00314/ADV: Age Concern, Castle Row, Canterbury, CT1 2QY Two non-illuminated wall-mounted signs. Applicant: Age UK Canterbury 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00325/FUL: 121 Whitstable Road, Canterbury, CT2 8EF Creation of new vehicle access to Whitstable Road to serve nos 119Aand 
119B with associated alterations to access parking and turning arrangement; erection of front boundary wall and relocation of entrance gates. 
Applicant: Mr E Pellumbi Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00392/FUL: Morville, Grove Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 1SJ Erection of single-storey extension and garage to side elevation of 
dwelling. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Barnes Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00408/VAR: Cornerstone, Maypole Lane, Hoath, CT3 4LP Variation of condition 10 of planning permission CA/11/1945/FUL relating to 
the code for sustainable construction. Applicant: Mr P Tatham Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00439/FUL: 14 Daniels Court, Whitstable, CT5 1ET Replacement front door. Applicant: Mr G Bush Reason: Conservation area. 
CA//12/00467/ADV: 5-7 Whitefriars Street, Canterbury, CT1 2TA Installation of 1 no internally illuminated hanging box sign. Applicant: H & M 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00493/FUL: Greenways, Beech Hill, Bridge, CT4 5AU Demolition of existing garage and erection of a two-storey side extension to 
dwelling. (Revised scheme). Applicant: Mr A Creighton Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00504/FUL 62 Chestfield Road, Chestfield, CT5 3JH Erection of a detached two-storey dwelling. Applicant: Mr S Howard 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00536/LB: The Penny Theatre, 30-31 Northgate, Canterbury, CT1 1BL Externally illuminated sign, replacement hanging sign and new 
lantern above entrance door. Applicant: Stonegate Pub Company Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//12/00538/LB: 42 High Street, Canterbury, CT1 2RY Replacement of 1 no fascia sign to front elevation. Applicant: Tui UK Retail Ltd 

Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//12/00541/LB: 24 The Close, Union Road, Bridge, CT4 5NJ Internal alterations. Applicant: Mr A Gladin Reason: Work to a listed building. 
CA//12/00543/ADV: 42 High Street, Canterbury, CT1 2RY Replacement of 1 no fascia sign and 1 no wooden projecting sign to front elevation. 
Applicant: Tui UK Retail Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00607/FUL: 34 Hillside Paddocks, Blean Hill, Blean CT2 9EF Retention of touring caravan. Applicant: Mrs C Mitchell 

Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 

CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.control@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 14 May. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 
Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 20 April 2012 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/ 12 / 0450 /N - POSTE COTTAGE, 27, EYHORNE STREET, HOLLINGBOURNE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
1TR - Replacement of front ground floor casement windows with like for like timber casement windows. 

Reason: 1,2 

MA/ 12 / 0451 /N - POSTE COTTAGE, 27, EYHORNE STREET, HOLLINGBOURNE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
1TR - Application for listed building consent to replace front ground floor casement windows with like for 
like timber casement windows. Reason: 3 

MA/ 12 / 0526 /N - VALLEY PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL, HUNTSMAN LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 
5DT - Construction of new sports hall with changing rooms. Reason: 6 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 6 th May 2012 , 
quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 22nd April 2012 



Canterbury 
City Council 


Notice is hereby given 
that a meeting of the 
Canterbury City Council 
will be held at The 
Guildhall, Westgate, 
Canterbury at 7pm 
on Thursday 26 April 
2012 . 

Colin Carmichael 
Chief Executive 

Canterbury City Council 
Military Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YW 
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PLANNING ■ HIGHWAYS 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN 
AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

KCC/AS/0116/2012 - Proposed development 
at Wye Wastewater Treatment Works, Bridge Street, 
Wye, Kent, TN25 5DU. 

Southern Water Ltd is applying to Kent County Council 
for planning permission for upgrade of wastewater 
treatment works with new Humus Tanks and MCC 
Kiosk. 

You may view this application via a computer link at 
the following locations: (a) Ashford Gateway Plus, 
Church Road, Ashford; and (b) Tenterden Gateway, 2 
Manor Row, High Street, Tenterden. 

Alternatively, details of the application can be 
viewed on Kent County Council's website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices 
in Maidstone at the address below during all 
reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to 
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this 
notice. Please quote the application reference 
number and note that comments may be drawn to the 
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other 
interested persons and may include publishing on the 
Borough Council website. 


Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 22 April 2012 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 
12/00997/FUL Beacon Hill Farm Rolvenden Road, Benenden 

- Installation of an 11 kW GAIA wind turbine mounted on a free standing 18m steel mast on a 
5m2 concrete base (MAST) 

12/00960/HOUSE 1 The White House High Street, Brenchley 

- Single-storey extension with catslide roof and two conservation rooflights and internal 
alterations to provide kitchen diner and bedroom 3, and brick/stone boundary wall to replace 
fence (LB) 

12/00961/LBC 1 The White House High Street, Brenchley 

- Listed Building Consent: Single-storey extension with catslide roof and two conservation 
rooflights and internal alterations to provide kitchen diner and bedroom 3, and brick/stone 
boundary wall to replace fence (LB) 

12/00043/FUL 36 Broadwater Down Royal Tunbridge Wells, Broadwater 

- Change of use for storage area to a one-bed studio flat (CA) 

12/00990/LBC Colts Hill Farmhouse Colts Hill, Capel 

- Listed Building Consent: Realignment of existing drive, new access gates and timber fencing (LB) 

12/00965/HOUSE 20B Molyneux Park Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Two storey side extension, provision of two parking spaces (CA) 

12/00980/FUL Neville House 77 Mount Ephraim, Culverden 

- Two 3 storey semi-detached townhouses and parking (CA) (LB) 

12/00842/HOUSE Rockdene Rocks Hill, Frittenden 

- Retrospective - Open bay garage building and shed (PROW) 

12/00992/HOUSE Smugley Barn Bedgebury Road, Goudhurst 

- Replacement timber windows on all elevations (LB) 

12/00866/FUL Manor Farm Maidstone Road, Horsmonden 

- Livestock building, office and store (PROW) 

12/00954/HOUSE 8 The Slade Lamberhurst, Lamberhurst 

- Two storey side extension, internal alterations and detached wooden garage (CA) 

12/00995/HOUSE Mile Oak Oast Mascalls Court Lane, Paddock Wood 

- New two bay garage and store room (LB) 

12/00956/HOUSE 7 Clifton Place Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Loft conversion to include new slate clad dormer to rear elevation and removal of existing 
chimney to rear (CA) 

12/00982/HOUSE 37 Broadwater Down Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Demolition of single storey rear extension, shed and greenhouse. Single storey rear extension 
and three bay garage (CA) 

12/00984/C AC 37 Broadwater Down Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Conservation Area Consent: Demolition of single storey rear extension, shed and greenhouse (CA) 

12/00953/HOUSE 2 Henwoods Crescent Pembury, Pembury 

- Single storey extension and minor internal alterations (LB) 

12/00904/HOUSE Three Chimneys House Biddenden, Sissinghurst C/O 

Cranbrook Parish 

- Replacement of lead roof with lead substitute (Retrospective) (LB) 

12/00905/LBC Three Chimneys House Biddenden, Sissinghurst C/O 

Cranbrook Parish 

- Listed Building Consent: Replacement of lead roof with lead substitute (work already carried 
out) (LB) 

12/00972/FUL Kent Community Housing Trust Hartley House, Sissinghurst C/O 

Cranbrook Parish 

- Extension of car parking area (LB) 

12/00986/FUL Kent Community Housing Trust Hartley House, Sissinghurst C/O 

Cranbrook Parish 

- Extension to Hardy and Camden Wings (LB) 

12/00827/LBC 14 Church Road Southborough, Southborough Town Council 

- Listed Building Consent - Removal in part of existing brick built single storey extension and 
construct a single storey brick rear extension (LB) 


12/00900/HOUSE Holden House Holden Road, Southborough Town Council 

- Cottage in side garden ancillary to the main house for staff accomodation (LB) (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. 

We accept comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing 
to the address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, 
although we may accept them after this date. 


You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 


Jim Kehoe 

Head of Planning Services 

Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 21 April 2012 


iLrfcrtdt* • 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y12/0200/SH - Hook House Church Lane Brenzett 
Romney Marsh Kent - Erection of a stable block, 
(development affecting a public footpath). 

Y12/0236/SH# - Stockbridge House Ashford Road 
Stockbridge Snave Ashford - Listed building consent for the 
partial demolition and rebuild to include new foundations. 
Y12/0274/SH - Land Rear 18-20 Radnor Park Avenue 
Folkestone Kent - Outline application for the erection of 13 
dwellings, inclusive of access and layout with associated 
parking and the construction of a separate car park for 
Folkestone Sports Centre. 

Y12/0352/SH - Ropewalk House High Street Elham 
Canterbury Kent - Felling of a Holly tree and crown 
reduction and crown thin of an Apple tree, both situated 
within a conservation area. 

Y12/0328/SH+ - The New House The Street Postling Hythe 
Kent - Crown reduction of a Willow tree and a Sycamore 
tree, both situated within a conservation area. 
Y12/0354/SH+ - Heppinge Rectory Lane Saltwood Hythe 
Kent - Felling of a Conifer tree situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y12/0351/SH - Wellington House New Road Elham 
Canterbury Kent - 3m partial crown lift and reduction of four 
limbs of a Beech tree, subject of Tree Preservation Order 
No. 1 of 1955. 

Y12/0273/SH - The Grand The Leas Folkestone Kent CT20 
2LR - Listed Building Consent for the installation of fire 
alarm system and emergency lighting to outer foyer 
entrance off Metropole Road East. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head 
of Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle 
Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. It should 
be noted that any representations received will be made 
available for public inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in 
addition to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications 
are marked as follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, 

New Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the 
provisions of the development plan in force in the area in 
which the land to which the application relates is situated. 
C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 



BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 


Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it's setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

7. This application would affect trees covered by a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 07 MAY 2012 

SW/12/0081: 

Construction of 4 x 4 bedroom detached dwellings and associated 
vehicle parking, plus the realignment of Rook Lane - Land at Rook 
Lane, BOBBING; REASON 7 
SW/12/0320: 

Relocation of access - Copton Thatch, 15/16 Ashford Road, 

SHELDWICH; REASON 3 

SW/12/0346: 

Demolition of existing bungalow and re-development of site to 
provide for 6. no detached chalet bungalows and 8 no. town houses 
(total 14 dwellings) with associated amenity space, parking, 
landscaping and access - The Old Dairy, Halfway Road, Halfway, 
SHEERNESS; REASONS 2 & 3 
SW/12/0418: 

Change of use of land for the mixed use of agriculture and keeping 
of horses with the provision of three new stables, tack rooms, 
hay store, and sand school - Land at Breach Lane, UPCHURCH; 

REASON 3 


n Notice is hereby given that owing to the 

likelihood of danger to the public whilst works 
are carried out on or near the highway the Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order 
restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 
Station Road (Blowers Hill) from the Railway 
Bridge to Junction of Cow Lane. 


1 


The Order will become effective on 6th May 
2012, will be in operation and remain valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months; the works are 
planned to commence 
on 10th May 2012 and will last 1 day. These 
restrictions will be effective when the 
appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction 
will be via: Cow Lane, Cowden Pound Road, 
Hartfield Road, Station Road. 


The purpose of the closure is to facilitate 
railway bridge examination works. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Shepway 


DOWNS ROAD PASSAGE, FOLKESTONE 
(RESTRICTIONS ON PEDESTRIANS AND 
CYCLISTS) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Downs Road Passage, 
Folkestone, on or after 23 April 2012 for up to 6 
weeks or until the works have been completed. 
The closure is for its entire length, from 
between house numbers 153 and 153A Downs 
Road to the junction with Park Farm Road. 

The alternative route is via the walkway 
between house numbers 83 and 85 Downs 
Road, Moat Farm Road, Downside and Park 
Farm Road. 


Borough of Tonbridge & Mailing 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(BOTTOM POND ROAD WORMSHILL) 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
the use by through traffic on Bottom Pond Road 
Wormshill between Pond Farm and Norwood 
Farm on or after 24th April 2012 when required 
for a period of up to 2 day or until such works 
are complete. 

The alternative route is via Bottom Pond Road, 
Frinsted Lane/The Street, Glossy Hill Road, 
Bottom Pond Road and vice versa 
Bt apologise for any inconvenience caused by 
essential cabling works to restore customer 
service. Should you require any further 
information about these works, their contact is 
Mandy Richardson on 03700500792 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(MILL STREET, EAST MALLING) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY 
ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
the use by through traffic on Mill Street outside 
of 157 on or after Tuesday 8th May 2012 for a 
period of up to 5 days or until such works are 
complete. 

The alternative route is via New Road, Chapman 
Way, Winterfield Lane, Clare Lane. 

Crown Utilities Ltd apologise for any 
inconvenience caused by these essential works 
that are necessary to install mains and services 
at the development. Should you require any 
further information about these works, the 
contact is Michaela Radford on 0800 027 5052. 


John Burr 

Director Kent Highways 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 1XQ Dated 22 April 2012 


Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingboume, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 

Head of Development Services 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways 
and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS - Borough of Ashford 


BRIDGE STREET, WYE (SUSPENSION OF ONE-WAY) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

For the safety of the public and workforce during the 

renovation of the Southern Water Treatment Works, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order amending the 

One-way Traffic Order in respect of Bridge Street, Wye. 

This takes effect on or after 7 May 2012 for up to 20 

weeks or until the works have been completed. 

The effect of this is to suspend the One-way Order to 
allow construction traffic to travel in the reverse 
direction, when the specific traffic control and signage 
is in place. 

This applies to the section of Bridge Street between 
Churchfield Way and the approach to the treatment 
works, and only applies to construction traffic involved 
in the renovation works. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Canterbury 


WOOLAGE GREEN ROAD, WOOLAGE GREEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to lay a new electricity cable, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Woolage Green Road, Woolage Green, on or 
after 28 April 2012 for up to 2 days. 

If it is not possible to complete these works within this 
period, it may also be necessary to close the road on 
the weekend of 5 and 6 May 2012. 

The road will be closed between properties Walnut Tree 
Cottage and Sunningdale. 

There will be no through access through the village. 

The alternative route is via Wick Lane, Firs Road and 
Woolage Green Road. 


HIGHWAYS -Borough of Dartford 


PRIORY ROAD SOUTH, DARTFORD 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 

Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Priory 

Road South, Dartford between Westgate Road and 

Victoria Road. 

The Order will become effective on 23rd April 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 1 week from 
the hours of o8:oohrs - i7:oohrs. These restrictions will 
be effective when the appropriate signage is in place. 
The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Victoria Road, Hythe Street, Westgate Road, 
Highfield Road North, West Hill, Priory Hill and Priory 
Place 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate Carriageway 
micro surfacing works. 


HIGHWAYS -District of Dover 


CHERRY LANE, MONGEHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching, Kent County Council 

has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Cherry 

Lane, Mongeham, on or after 23 April 2012 for up to 3 

days, between 7.30 am and 3.30 pm. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Pixwell Lane and Mongeham Road. 

The alternative route is via Mongeham Road and 
Northbourne Road. 


DUKE STREET, DEAL (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Duke Street, Deal, on or after 8 May 2012 for 

up to 3 days. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with West 
Street and High Street. 

The alternative route is via West Street, Stanhope Road 
and High Street. 


NAPCHESTER ROAD, WHITFIELD (PROHIBITION OF 
DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

V___ 


To allow of safe access for phone cabling works, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Napchester Road, Whitfield, on or after 24 
April 2012 for up to 2 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of number 41. 
There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with The Drove and Church Whitfield Road. 
The alternative route is via The Drove, Sandwich Road 
and Church Whitfield Road. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER DISTRICT) 

(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING PLACES) 
CONSOLIDATION (AMENDMENT NO 12) 

ORDER 2012 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has 
made the above named Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) 
to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police in accordance with Paragraph 20 of 
Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The effect of the Order prohibits waiting at anytime at 
the following locations:- 

Capel Street, On the east side of the road, from a point 
Capel-le-Ferne 3m South west of the boundary of 

numbers 92 and 94 Capel Street, in a 
southerly direction for a distance of 26m 

Full details are contained in the Order which, together 
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended by this 
Order and a statement of reasons for making the Order 
may be examined on Mondays to Fridays at Kent County 
Council, Javelin Way Ashford, Kent, TN24 8DH, between 
8.30am and 5.00pm, and at Dover District Council, 
Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, 
Kent, CT16 3PJ during normal opening hours. 

The Order will be made on 26 April 2012 and will come 
into operation on 30 April 2012. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order 
or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make an 
application to the High Court for this purpose. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Gravesham 


LOWER HIGHAM ROAD/CHALK ROAD, CHALK 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council had made an 

Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Lower 

Higham Road/Chalk Road, Chalk from A226 Rochester 

Road (Lion Roundabout). 

The Order will become effective on 26th April 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 2 days 
between the hours of 09:30 -15:30. These restrictions 
will be effective when the appropriate signage is in 
place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be: 
For vehicles approaching Chalk Road - A226 Rochester 
Road. For vehicles to access lower Higham Road - A226 
Rochester Road, A226 Gravesend Road, Villa Road, 
School Lane, Chalk Road and Lower Road 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Maidstone 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(CHURCH STREET, LOOSE) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out on or near a road the Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting the 
use by through traffic on Church Street, outside Church 
House Loose on or after Tuesday 8th May 2012 for a 
period of up to 5 days or until such works are 
completed. 

The alternative route is via High Banks and Old Loose 
Hill. 

BT Openreach apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these works, which are necessary to lay duct in the 
carriageway. Should you require any further information 
contact is Clinton Simmonds on 07810 504808. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(HEADCORN ROAD, GRAFTY GREEN, MAIDSTONE) 

(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 1984 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL, acting as the local traffic 
authority and in exercise of their powers under sections 
82, 83, 84 (1) and (2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 and of all other enabling powers, and after 


consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 
1984, intends to make the following Order:- 
The effect of the proposed Order will introduce an 
extension to the 30 mph Speed Limit on the following 
length of road: 

Headcorn Road, From the existing 30 mph speed 
Grafty Green limit on the northern side of Grafty 

Green fora distance of approximately 
1100 metres in a northerly direction. 
Full details are contained in the draft Order which 
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended 
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for 
proposing to make the Order may be examined on 
Mondays to Fridays at Sessions House, Maidstone ME14 
iXQ, 

between 8.30am and 5.00pm and at Maidstone 
Borough Council Offices, The Gateway, King Street, 
Maidstone during normal opening times. 

If you wish to support or object to the new proposed 
Order you should send the grounds in writing to: The 
Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund Manager, 
Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way, Ashford, 
TN24 8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk by noon on 
Monday 21st May 2012. 


(VARIOUS ROADS, MAIDSTONE) 

(NO RIGHT AND LEFT HAND TURNS) 

EXPERIMENTAL ORDER 2011 

(PROHIBITION OF ENTRY) EXPERIMENTAL ORDER 2011 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) EXPERIMENTAL ORDER 2011 
(PROHIBITION OF LOADING) EXPERIMENTAL ORDER 2011 
(PROHIBITION OF WAITING) EXPERIMENTAL ORDER 2011 
(STREET PARKING PLACES) EXPERIMENTAL ORDER 2011 
(HIGH STREET, MAIDSTONE) (ONEWAY) EXPERIMENTAL 
ORDER 2011 

(VARIOUS ROADS, MAIDSTONE) 

(PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS) 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
(PROVISION OF TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES) 

THE HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 AS AMENDED BY 
THE TRANSPORT ACT 1981 
AND THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that Kent County Council, in 
exercise of its powers under Section 9 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended, has made 
experimental Orders the effect of which have 
temporarily suspended various restrictions in Bank 
Street, High Street, King Street, Mill Street and Pudding 
Lane, Maidstone for a period of up to 18 months and 
replaced them with experimental waiting, loading and 
access restrictions. This work is connected with 
environmental highway improvements in the High Street 
which has been the subject of earlier consultations. 

The purpose of carrying out consultation on 
experimental restrictions is to enable the proposals to 
be flexible so that all of the needs of the community are 
met. In the event that the Council considers the 
experiment has been successful during a period of 
operation not exceeding 18 months from 
commencement, and that it should be made 
permanent, a further Notice will be published. 

As a part of this process, representations can be made 
by individuals and organisations affected by the 
proposals either in support or to highlight concerns, 
during the period of operation of the experimental 
Orders. This will be a minimum of sixth months and 
could be up to a maximum of eighteen months from 
Friday 27th April 2012. 

The proposals for the Maidstone High Street Public 
Realm Project aim to improve how the High Street looks, 
feels and works. The completed scheme will see less 
road space given over to vehicles and a new public 
space created in front of the Town Hall. 

The wider pavements and new raised crossing points as 
detailed in Schedule 1, will make the street more 
people-friendly, whilst maintaining access for buses, 
taxis, loading vehicles and blue badge holders. High 
quality surfaces will be laid across the pavements, 
crossings and newly created space, which will attract 
shoppers and tourists, and encourage them to relax and 
spend time there. 

Entry for all motorised vehicles into the area will be via 
Pudding Lane, whilst access will be maintained into the 
High Street and King Street for buses, taxis and cycles 
only and into Mill Street from its junction with Palace 
Avenue for buses only. Exit from the area is permitted 
via any of the routes. 

Restrictions to be suspended are as follows: 

Bank Street: Prohibition of Driving, Prohibition 
of Waiting. 


--- \ 

High Street: Prohibition of Driving in Bus Lanes, No 
entry Except for Buses (Lower Section - 
Southbound 81 Northern Section - Both 
Directions), Prohibition of Loading, 

Designated Disabled Person's Vehicles 
Parking Places, Designated Taxi Parking 
Places, Designated Goods Vehicle 
Parking Places, Prohibition of Waiting. 

King Street Prohibition of Driving, Prohibition of 

(Part): Loading, Prohibition ofWaiting. 

Mill Street Prohibition of Loading, Designated Parking 
(Part) Places at Pay and Display Machines, 

Designated Disabled Person's Vehicles 
Parking Places, Designated Motor Cycle 
Parking Places, Designated Coach 
Parking Places, Designated Goods 
Vehicle Parking Places, Prohibition of 
Waiting. 

Pudding Lane Prohibition of Driving, 

(Part): Prohibition ofWaiting. 

As part of the proposals the existing Pelican Crossing 
currently located on King Street, Maidstone 20 metres east 
of its junction with the High Street will be removed. This 
will allow for the relocation of an existing taxi rank which is 
currently located on the south side of the High Street 30 
metres west of its junction with the Gabriel's Hill. 

The signalised junction located at the southern end of 
the High Street at its junction with Mill Street will be 
removed prior to the installation of a new pedestrian 
crossing at a point level with the south side of the 
junction of Mill Street with Bank Street. 

Exemptions are provided in the Orders to enable a 
vehicle to wait with Police permission, for enabling 
work to be carried out in or adjacent to the roads 
affected by the proposals, for use by the emergency 
services and by any local authority or water authority 
and for access to off street facilities, car parking areas 
and vehicular accesses. 

Copies of the Experimental Orders which shall come 
into operation on Friday 27th April 2012 for an 
experimental period of not more than 18 months, an 
explanatory statement and plan showing the extent of 
the proposals can be inspected during normal working 
hours at The Kent County Council Offices, Sessions 
House, County Road, Maidstone Kent, ME14 iXQ and at 
Maidstone Borough Council Offices, Maidstone House, 

King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6HQ. 

Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd has been commissioned to 
work in partnership with The Kent County Council to 
collate views on the proposed measures during the 
experimental period. As previously stated, 
organisations or individuals affected by the proposals 
have a statutory right to make representations either in 
support or to raise concerns about the experimental 
orders during the first six months of its operation. 

All representations regarding the proposals should be 
made during the period of the experimental order in 
writing to Diane Bourne, Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, 

Miller House, Lower Stone Street, Maidstone, Kent, 

ME15 6GB or by email to diane.bourne@jacobs.com, 
quoting the name of the Order and reference No 
"B1742500". 

Schedule 1 of 2 
Flat Top Raised Table 

(Raised flat top table 30mm in height and 6 metres 
long, including approach ramps over the full width of 
the carriageway) 

1. High Street, Maidstone 

(a) 14 metres south west of its junction with 
Pudding Lane 

(b) 43 metres south west of its junction with Week 
Street 

(c) At its junction with Week Street 

(d) 5 metres west of its junction with Wyke Manor 
Road 

Schedule 2 of 2 
Flat Top Raised Table 

(Raised flat top table 30mm in height and 23 metres 
long, including approach ramps over the full width of 
the carriageway) 

1. High Street, Maidstone 

(a) At its junction with Week Street 


HIGHWAYS - District of Sevenoaks 


STATION ROAD (BLOWERS HILL) COWDEN 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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Turn your photos into a 
beautifully bound PhotoBook 

Get 20% off all 
PhotoBook orders 

Medium square, hard cover PhotoBook, 

normally £34^9 - NOW ONLY £19.99 

A4 Landscape, hard cover PhotoBook, 
normally £29.99 - NOW ONLY £23.99 

Visit website to see full PhotoBook range and get 20% off all Books 

Use code 'arch20' to receive 
discount when placing your order*. 



From holiday snaps, to baby photos, wedding albums to birthdays, 
cherish your precious moments by creating a beautifully bound PhotoBook 


Create your own 
PhotoBook from: 

• Holidays snaps 

• Birthday celebrations 

• Parties 

• New baby pictures 
•Weddings 



• Christenings 

• Schools & Graduation 

• First day at school 

• Events and Festivals 

• Family albums 

• Days out 

and so much 
more... 


o 


It’s quick, it’s easy and it’s a great way to produce a digitally printed PhotoBook. 

From taking that picture on your camera or phone, uploading “different” shaped photo frames and sized books, all within 
it onto your computer; to creating and ordering your the PhotoBook creator window. 

PhotoBooks online, it couldn t be easier Move photos from page to page, change layouts and add text 

Just download the FREE PhotoBook creator software and captions to your photos.When you are ready, simply click 
and upload your photos, then click to create your PhotoBook. the checkout button and your work of art is shipped straight to 
You can tailor make your own colour schemes and create your door You can even add extra copies for family and friends. 


archant| 

yourPhotoBooks.co.uk 

CAPTURE A MOMENT 


Visit www.yourphotobooks.co.ukto find out how 
to use and make your own PhotoBook 
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Submariners past 
and present out 
of the deep for a 
very special date 

SEE PAGE 37 
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AN INN 
JOKE 

Al Murray's pub 
landlord comes 
to the seaside 

SEE PAGE 38 


Kent Weekend 


The astonishing 
home of one 
of England’s 
most revered 
architects 

SEE PAGE 50 
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plus: The replica Bronze Age boat finally malting it out to the sea - the 
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Experience the difference 
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Brand new holiday homes 

from £32,000 

Luxury holiday twins 

from £80,000 


This quiet, family-run park is walking distance from Westwood 
Cross shopping centre and just 2 miles from Broadstairs. 


01843 823207 


07815 823207 

www.bradgatepark.co.uk 


Facilities include 

heated indoor pool, gym, launderette and bar/restaurant 
Small pets welcome. Not suitable for children. 



NEWLY OPENED 


M 


The View Guest House, with it's Art Deco Style exterior and contemporary interior, is the 
perfect place to stay on the East Kent Coast. 

The guest house is ideally located within easy reach of Margate’s Old Town where you will find the newly opened 
dynamic Turner Contemporary. The area is also well known for its many art galleries and quirky bars and 
restaurants. 


Spend the morning exploring the local vintage and retro shops, and then enjoy lunch at Mullins Brasserie. The 
afternoon could be spent strolling along the famous golden sands and then end up at the Cupcake Tearooms for 
afternoon tea. End the day back at the View Guest house, enjoying the stunning sunset, overlooking the bay from 
your private balcony, sipping a beverage. 

Upon your arrival you will be greeted by your host who will show you around the beautifully finished interior, 
which you are free to enjoy and relax in for the duration of your stay. Your bags will be carried to your room 
where you will be able to unwind with a drink and chocolates. It is our aim that our guests enjoy a restful stay 
within a casual, relaxed ambience mixed with a dash of luxury. 


Tel: 01843 299878 



20 Palm Bay Avenue, Margate CT9 3DQ 
www.theviewguesthousemargate.co.uk 
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THE INTERVIEW 


Richard Darrah 


Voyage 


back to the Bronze Age 

A model of a 3,600-year-old boat unearthed in Dover is being taken 
out on a ‘shakedown cruise' next month. Nick Ames learns more. 


A HALF-SIZED replica of Dover’s 
Bronze Age boat takes to the 
water next month in a bid to help 
modern mariners get a better idea 
of the challenges that faced their 
ancient forebears. 

The vessel is under construction in the 
grounds of the town’s museum, where the 
original artefact is housed in a protective case. 

The boat is believed to be some 3,600 years 
old and was discovered 20 years ago. 

Since then, the vessel, which would have 
been used to trade between Kent and the 
Continent, has been a prized exhibit in the 
museum. However, this is the first time that an 
effort has been made to test out, as far as 
possible, how it would handle in the water. 

A date of Saturday, May 5, has been set for 
the “shakedown cruise” off the Kent coast, but 
that is still to be confirmed. 

Craftsman Trevor Marsden is working on the 


project. “We’ve all got our fingers crossed we 
can make that,” he said. “I’m hoping to be part 
of the crew when we start the sea trials - it 
should be a very interesting experience.” 

Backing for the reconstruction has come from 
the Two Seas fund, which is supported by both 
Kent County Council and the European Union, 
along with the charitable fund established by 
former-Saga-owner-turned-millionaire- 
philanthropist Roger de Haan. 

Richard Darrah, pictured, is the man tasked 
with getting the replica boat afloat. 

He said: “We have re-created it to half-scale, 
so it is around 30 feet long. The only things - 
along with the crew - that are full-sized will be 
the paddles, as trying to propel the craft with 
half-sized ones would be impossible. 

“The original craft would have had a crew of 
around 20, maybe 16, rowers and a couple of 
people constantly bailing out water - we will 
have eight on board. It would have been used to 
trade items between communities, and the crew 
would also have the task of protecting their 
valuable goods. 

“In good weather, a direct Dover to France 
crossing with favourable tides would have 
taken around four hours. But if tides were not 
advantageous, the crew would have found 
themselves taking 12 hours to cross. 

“Longer voyages would see the boat hugging 
the coast and the crew beaching it at night, 
when provisions would be gathered. ” 

As with the original vessel, timbers on the 
replica have been fitted together to form a hull 
and keel, with yew-stitching holding them firm. 
The ancient method of waterproofing with moss 
and beeswax has also been followed. 

September 1990 was when the historic boat 
first saw the light of day after the Bronze Age, 
which lasted between about 5000BC and 
2000BC. 

It was uncovered as work was being carried 
out on a Dover subway that was constantly 
being flooded. A sump was dug out to drain off 
the water and it revealed a Medieval town wall, 


part of a Roman quayside and then the boat as 
archaeologists alerted to the first find delved 
further back through the ages. 

The remains had been sealed in silt, 
preventing the spread of bacteria that would 
have caused the wooden hull to decay. 

Trade routes in the Bronze Age can be traced 
by artefacts from different cultures being 
uncovered away from their places of origin. 

It is likely that the Dover to France route was 
one of the most popular, by virtue of its short 
distance, despite the often dangerous tides. 

Others would have seen goods from 
the Mediterranean, southern France and Spain 
coming to Britain via Brittany and ending up 
in Hampshire, Devon and Dorset, while both 
Dover and Thanet would have been the 
destination for items originating in Belgium, 
The Netherlands and Germany. 

These would have been transported down 
European rivers to northern France and then 
across the Channel. 

A shipwreck uncovered by divers in 19 74 at 
Langdon Bay, close to Dover, gives a good idea 
of the goods that would have been carried. 

Items brought to the surface dated from the 


later part of the Bronze Age and were of design 
and workmanship associated with tribes living 
in ancient France. 

A boat of the period could have taken about 
three tonnes in cargo, which could have 
included stone for building, livestock, clothing, 
jewellery, pots and pans, cups and weapons 
such as swords, daggers, spears and axes. 

Darrah said: “The same sort of communities 
would have existed on both sides of the Channel 
by the coast and evidence suggests they were 
richer than those further inland. 

“We cannot say for certain, but it is possible 
that, as well as the crew, the boat may have 
carried a priest-like figure on board. It would 
have been believed he could help to ensure the 
success of the voyage. 

“Trade would most likely have been run 
as a tribal monopoly, with the skills in making 
and crewing the vessel being passed on through 
the generations.” 

Along with the original boat, Dover Museum 
contains artefacts from the period and replicas 
of the era’s tools as well as a small life-sized 
re-creation of a hut, with human figures and 
livestock. 




To advertise in 
this section 

^01303 817111 
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ARCHANT > KOS MEDIA 



ABSOLUTE BARGAIN!! 


Static holiday home for sale located at Kent's Premier Holiday Park overlooking the 
stunning Swale countryside. 10 month season with on park facilities including pool, 
sauna, spa and fully licensed entertainment complex, 2012 fees paid!! 


Must sell £7,9951 Contact James on 07740 247521 
newspapers • magazines • online 


To advertise 
in this section 

Call 

01303 817150 


ARCHANT ? KOS MEDIA 



Karting 

for ages 4-16 



Karting parties, tuition, turn up 'n' drive 


(see website for dates). Just off J.3 of M2. 

www.buckmore.co.uk 
Tel: 01634 661617 
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FOOD & DRINK 


A taste of spring: Six of the Best 


The season 
to skip forth 
and savour 



Oriental Buffet 

Tonbridge 

Why here... 

The Oriental Buffet has been 
under new management 
since January and offers the 
chance to feast on all of your 
favourite cuisines. 

“Quality without compromise" 
is the key here. 

On the menu... 

With more than 50 items 
from which to choose and five 
styles of cuisine, there really 
is something for everyone. 

No more arguing about 
whether to go for an Indian or 
Chinese, a Thai or Nepalese! 


How to book... 

96 High Street, Tonbridge, 
TN91AP 

phone: 01732 361666. 
Book now! 


ITH spring 
now upon 
us, there is 
no place like 
the Garden 
of England 
when it comes to taking a ride 
out and having a fine meal. 

With the evenings getting 
lighter by the day and the 
promise of an English summer 
just around the corner, now is 
the ideal time of year to sample 
the range of food and drink on 
offer in the county’s pubs and 
restaurants. 

Kent got its moniker from 
the huge variety of produce 
that farmers, fishermen and 
brewers have been able to 
bring to the market and then 
to the table. 

Dover sole, Romney Marsh 
lamb and Kentish strawberries 
are just three of the world- 
class products that come 
straight from the county. 

Then there are the top-class 


vegetables that spring from the 
fertile soils of our farms. 

And when washed down 
with some of the local award¬ 
winning wines, beers and 
ciders, the whole experience is 
a treat that will linger long in 
the memory. 

The beautiful countryside 
of the county produces a 
wonderful backdrop to the 
whole dining experience. 

Kent eateries pride 
themselves on sourcing as 
much produce as possible from 
local establishments - and 
with such a wide and excellent 
range available that is surely 
the wisest course to take. 

Away from the countryside, 
historic towns also boast top- 
class cafes, restaurants and 
pubs serving high-quality 
dishes prepared by talented 
chefs and served by keen and 
knowledgeable staff. 

So with spring here, it’s over 
to you to get out and enjoy! 





The Barge 
Maidstone 

Why here... 

The Barge Restaurant offers 
imaginative and expertly- 
cooked modern European 
food in an elegant but relaxed 
environment permanently 
moored on the River Medway. 
Ingredients are sourced locally. 


On the menu... 

A range of regularly-changing 
menus and a carefully- 
selected wine list, offering 
wines from Europe and the 
New World. 

Enjoy three courses from the 
a la carte for £19.50. 


How to book... 

Phone free 0808 1661024 or 
book at www.the-barge.co.uk. 
River Medway, rear of 
Archbishop’s Palace ME15 6YE 




London Beach 

Tenterden 

Why here... 

The London Beach offers one 
of the best a la carte menus 
in the county. The dishes 
change on a regular basis to 
coincide with the seasons, 
and wherever possible the 
team incorporates Kent 
produce. 

The sophisticated restaurant 
has a relaxed ambience with 
beautiful panoramic views 
across the Weald of Kent. It 
is an ideal venue for family 
gatherings large or small. 


On the menu- 

Start your meal with smoked- 
mackerel-and-caper pate 
with pickled cucumber, 
horseradish cream and 
granary toast followed by 
paupiettes of plaice, prawn 
mousse, shellfish sauce and 
Duchess potato. Top off your 
meal with pear-and-almond 
tart, creme Anglaise and 
honey ice-cream. 

How to book... 

London Beach Country Hotel, 
Ashford Road, Tenterden 
TN306HX 

phone: 01580 766279; email: 
enquiries@londonbeach.com 


The Acorn Inn 

Birchington 

Why here... 

The Acorn Inn is a friendly, 
family-run pub in the heart 
of the seaside village of 
Birchington-on-Sea. Hosts 
Peter and Cath offer you a 
warm welcome to a pub that 
has existed since 1748. 


On the menu... 

There is a good selection, 
from fish to meat, on the a 
la carte menu, where prices 
range from £4.95 to £18.95. 
Every Thursday is steak night. 
Sunday roasts are available 
from midday-4.30pm. 


How to book... 

The Acorn Inn, 

6 Park Lane, 
Birchington CT7 OAW 
phone: 01843 841196 



The Red Lion 

Hernhill 

Why here... 

Located in the picturesque 
village of Hernhill, The 
Red Lion has a warm, cosy 
atmosphere, with quality 
home-cooked food. 

You can choose a drink from 
a varied selection of wines, 
beers and real ales. 

There are few better places 
to enjoy springtime in Kent 
than The Red Lion. The 
wonderful Forest of Blean is 
close, while the surrounding 
open countryside is glorious. 


On the menu... 

The a la carte menu has a 
wide selection for all tastes, 
with many meals costing less 
than £10. Meats available 
include pork, lamb and beef. 
Food is served daily Monday 
to Saturday from midday to 
2.30pm and from 6pm-9pm; 
on Sundays it is served from 
midday to 8pm. The bar is 
open in normal pub hours. 


How to book... 

The Red Lion, 

Crockham Lane, Hernhill 
ME13 9JR 

phone: 01227 751207 
web: www.theredlion.org 



Waggon at Hale 

Chatham 


Why here... 

A well-run family pub with 
good food, drinks and a 
friendly, relaxed atmosphere. 
All ages are welcome; in fact 
in the garden there is a mini 
family farm with chickens, 
rabbits and a miniature pig. 

On the menu... 

The home-cooked food menu 
covers all tastes, with simple 
light bites to the ever-popular 
traditional Sunday roast, the 
Thai fishcakes or the Waggon 
burger... handmade with 
Angus Scotch beef. 


How to book... 

179 Capstone Road, Chatham 
ME5 7PP 

phone: 01634 400800 
web: www.waggonathale.co.uk 


■ IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT Six of the Best CONTACT 01303 817150 OR EMAIL features@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


This is one waggon that I’ll 
be happy to jump on again 


G OSSIPPING over a drink with 
a long-lost friend meant it was 
easily half an hour before we 
looked at the menu on Saturday 
night, but our waitress at the 
Waggon at Hale’s restaurant was 
perfectly happy to let us get on with things... 
even if that meant that by the time we were 
finally ready to order, the larger table next to us 
had also made their choices. 

Such bad timing on our part had little effect 
on the wait for our food, though, with my trio of 
prawns (£5.95) and my guest’s breaded 
Camembert (£5.25) arriving in perfect time. 

My guest selected easily the best of the 
starters, three perfectly-sized rounds of melting 
Camembert, with cranberry compote and mixed 
salad leaves that were polished off in seconds 
and finally managed to end our chatter. 

The prawns were equally as delicious, coming 
with a sweet chilli dipping sauce and salad - the 
menu told me I was getting tempura, filo and 
Japanese prawns. All three were delicious, but 
my one complaint of the night was that there 
was little to indicate which prawns were which. 

Moving on to our mains, the 8oz rump steak 
with Jack Daniels glaze (£12.95) was cooked 
just to my guest’s taste. Served up with chips 
and salad, this was a good-sized meal, with the 



tangy glaze an unusual but welcome twist. 

My home-made fisherman’s pie with seasonal 
veg (£9.75) was equally tasty. Smothered in a 
beautiful potato mash, the chunks of cod, 
salmon, smoked haddock and prawns infused 
with cheese, chilli and lemon were heaven, and 
as I found myself nearing my limits of fullness I 
was forced to leave some of the potato in favour 
of the succulent fish pieces. 

Throughout the meal our waitress had been 
perfectly attentive, checking we were happy 
and chatting with us when we asked questions. 
Before we had even looked at the menu she had 
told us of the specials and apologised because 


the fillet of cod was off the menu that evening 
but that there was cod on the bar menu, from 
which we were welcome to order. 

This great service, coupled with a modern but 
relaxed environment, meant we had no qualms 
about loitering over our drinks before tackling 
the dessert menu. 

The New York cheesecake (£4.25) and 
chocolate-fudge cake (£4.50) were as delicious 
as you’d expect, only I’d been so greedy I was 
again forced to leave some of mine. Instead we 
relaxed over a couple of coffees as the waitress 
had assured us there was no hurry to leave. 

Three courses of delicous food and a few 
drinks from the bar gave a total bill of £62.65. 

Delicious food, a great environment and 
excellent service mean I’ll definitely be 
returning to the Waggon, maybe to one of its 
many special events. A day visit will also be on 
the cards to meet the small menagerie in the 
beer garden, including a micro-pig called 
Crackling. 

A year after its transformation, the Waggon 
at Hale has become a must-visit destination. 

Erica Jones 


■ Waggon at Hale, 179 Capstone Road, 
Chatham ME5 7PP. Telephone: 01634 
400800; web: www.waggonathale.co.uk 


Old British tearoom is 
a return to tradition 

A NEW tearoom with a traditional theme has 
been opened at one of Kent’s leading tourist 
attractions. 

The Salutation Tea Room has been unveiled at 
The Secret Gardens of Sandwich to be ready for 
the summer season. 

Situated in the Old Gatehouse, it features 
many of the characteristics of the original tea¬ 
room and evokes the refined and elegant 
Edwardian pastime of ‘taking tea’. 

The quaint eatery will offer a selection of teas, 
coffees, luxury cakes and pastries for anyone 
looking for a traditional bite out in east Kent. 

The Secret Gardens are encircled by the old 
town walls, blocking out noise and allowing for 
serenity in the middle of town. 


Pantiles festival back 
for its second year 

ONE of the newest additions to the county’s cul¬ 
inary calendar is returning for a second year. 

The Pantiles Food and Drink Festival is back at 
Tunbridge Wells on the weekend of May 19-20. 

Supported by Produced in Kent and the coun¬ 
ty council, as well as by local business, last year’s 
event attracted more than 15,000 people. 

About 40 stalls have already been allocated, 
selling hot and cold food, fresh produce and alco¬ 
holic and non-alcoholic drink. 

Four chefs from some of the area’s most popu¬ 
lar dining venues are lined up to display their 
talents in the demonstration kitchen. 



www.localsearch24.co.uk/kent local search 24 

01303 817150 adveitising@kosmedia.co.uk Kents trusted business directory 
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Ellen Kent is back... 

with a Puccini pair 

Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells 

Tuesday and Wednesday, May 1-2 
01892 530613 

www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 


ELLEN Kent returns to Tunbridge Wells with 
two Puccini classics - Madama Butterfly (on 
1st) and La Boheme (the following evening). 
After a two-year break to concentrate on other 
projects, the opera-producer's comeback tour 
has proved a triumph and features the Ukrainian 
National Opera of Kharkiv. 

The new production of La Boheme features a 
few surprises alongside the stunning sets and 
glorious music. 

The story is based on Henri Murger's novel La 
Vie de Boheme and focuses on the love between 
seamstress Mimi and poet Rodolfo. International 
sopranos Maria Tsonina and Elena Dee take the 
leading roles. 


Puppets know 
the score 

Wartime tale 

Churchill Theatre, Bromley 

Tue to Sat, April 24-28 
0208 2908261 

www.atgtickets.com/bromley 


THE Churchill Theatre is 
hosting a production of 
Dick King-Smith's The 
Crowstarver. 

Few anticipated the huge 
success of War Horse, which 


progressed from a child's 
book to the stage to an 
internationally-acclaimed film. 
Similarly, The Crowstarver is 
written by prolific children’s 
author Dick King Smith and has 
now been adapted for stage 
with the use of puppetry. 

Set in the Second World War, 
The Crowstarver combines 
an action-packed and heart¬ 
warming story with powerful 
performances, beguiling animal 
puppets and a stunning score. 
The cast stars Malcolm 
Hamilton, one of TV's 118 men. 
Tickets for the production are 
priced from £26-£50. 




A funny night 
on the Toon 

Sarah Millican 

The Marlowe, Canterbury 

Monday, April 23, at 7.30pm 
01227 787787 
www.marlowetheatre.com 


THE new geordie queen of 
comedy Sarah Millican is 
bringing her new show to The 
Marlowe Theatre. 

Thoroughly Modern Millican 
is the latest work from the 


up-and-coming star, who has 
already featured heavily on 
panel shows such as Never 
Mind The Buzzcocks and Mock 
The Week. 

The show is a mish-mash of 
brainwaves and experiments as 
Millican contemplates how to 
make a home-made treadmill, 
the practicalities of an orgy and 
what to do when you don't like 
parties but do like party food. 
After already selling out all 
120 dates on her debut tour 
last year, this new gig, which is 
suitable for people aged 16 and 
above, is sure to be a laugh. 
Tickets are priced at £20. 


The home that 
Pugin built 

Open to all... 

The Grange, Ramsgate 

Friday to Monday, April 20-23 
01628 825925 
www.landmarktrust.org.uk 


THE Grange in Ramsgate is 
being opened to the public 
to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of one of its most 
famous inhabitants. 

The Grade l-listed house was 
designed and lived in by the 
influential and prolific 19th- 
century architect and designer 
Augustus Pugin and in 2012 
there will be celebrations of 
his achievements to mark the 
anniversary of his birth. 

Visitors can see the library, 
where Pugin designed the 
House of Lords interiors. 

It is testament to his skill and 
influence that many of Britain's 
Victorian buildings look like 
The Grange, especially as Pugin 
built few domestic houses. 

He also began the construction 
of St Augustine's monastery 
next door. 

The Grange's £2.6 million 
restoration was completed by 
The Landmark Trust in 2006. 




Be one of the First 10 customers to buy during March 
and April and receive* 


FREE A FREE A FREE 

• (And) ( Or ) 

iPad Y 12 months V 12 month 

on park Wi-Fi I Fishing licence 




Email:.Tel: 

Address:. 


Please complete the coupon, and return it in an envelope to the address opposite YM 20/4 


Call for your free brochure and DVD on 

0845 815 9781 .— 

or visit www.ParkHolidays.com/coghurstsales 

Coghurst Hall, Ivyhouse Lane, Near Hastings, East Sussex, TN 35 4 NP 


*Offer available from 22nd March to 30th April 2012. tjPad is an iPad 2 16GB Wi-Fi 

... 


Please send me more information on ownership: 
Name:. 


at Coghurst Hall, Hastings 


Coghurst Hall is a stunning estate, in the heart 
of 1066 country and just a short drive from 
popular seaside resort of Hastings. Coghurst 
Hall provides the ideal location for your country 
retreat, safe and secure in its own exclusive 
village-like setting. 

The original hall still stands proud across the 
great lake and is now home to the leisure 
facilities including indoor heated pool, spa 


and sauna. The recently refurbished bar and 
restaurant share this beautifully restored building. 
Whatever your taste or style is in holiday homes 
we'll have something to suit you. 

From affordable modern caravans 
to luxurious lodge style homes 
there's a home that will suit your 
lifestyle at Coghurst Hall. Plus, half 


price pitch fees available on selected pitches. 


Caravan Holiday 
Homes 


£ 9,995 


Brand New 
Holiday Homes 

from £ 26,895 


luxury 

Woodland lodges 

from £ 69,000 
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Wild nights at 
top of the list 

Try the lodge 

Port Lympne, Ashford 

Open 9.30am-6pm 
0844 842 4647 
www.aspinaLLfoundation.org 


LIVINGSTONE Lodge, the 
African-themed overnight 
experience at Port Lympne 
WiLd AnimaL Park, has been 
Listed as a finalist in the Visit 
England Awards For 
Excellence 2012. 

The attraction is up for an 
accolade in the Best Tourism 
Experience category of the 
awards. 

Director Bob O’Connor said: 

"It is an absolute honour to be 
nominated as a finalist in this 
category - these awards really 
are a credit to the dedicated 
team who work hard to make 
this an exceptional product." 
The winners will be announced 
on Tuesday, May 22, and all 


finalists are guaranteed to 
receive either a gold, silver, 
bronze or highly-commended 
award in their respective 
categories. 

Livingstone Lodge offers 


visitors a night under the stars 
and the chance to watch ze¬ 
bras, giraffes and others at the 
nearby watering hole. 

The experience includes 
African fine dining and safaris. 



Submariners’ tribute 

Ocelot’s 50th birthday 

Historic Dockyard, Chatham 

Saturday, May 12 

01634 823826; www.thedockyard.co.uk 


THE Historic Dockyard at Chatham is holding a 
day to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the launch of HM Submarine Ocelot. 

The Ocelot was the last warship built for the 
Royal Navy at the dockyard, marking the end of 
400 years of ship-building. 

A church service will be followed by a parade 
led by the Band of HM Royal Marines, submariners 
past and present and the Royal Naval Reserve. 
The opening of a submarine exhibition and the 
dockyard's new Steam, Steel and Submarines 
gallery will also take place. 


Droves of dreadlocks 
Reggae’s finest head 
to One Love Festival 

The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood 

Friday to Sunday, August 10-2 
0843 224 9001 
www.onelovefestival.co.uk 


THE sights and sounds of the Caribbean will 
transform a slice of Kent during a three-day 
music festival inspired by Jamiacan culture. 
The fifth One Love Festival, being held at The 
Hop Farm in Paddock Wood, will be a visual, 
audio and cultural explosion celebrating 50 
years of Jamaican independence as well as 
some top names from the reggae world. 

Straight from the West Indies, legend Freddie 
McGregor and dancehall king Frankie Paul 
headline the festival, which is also packed full of 
more new-school dubstep bands. 

Others making the Caribbean crossing will be 
Studio 1 singer Cornel Campbell, heavy-beats 
band Dub Syndicate and son of the legendary 
Gregory Isaacs, Kevin Issacs. 

The festival is set across four stages and hosts 
the largest programme of reggae films ever 
shown in Europe. 


Relive a Tudor 
coronation 

Royal romance 

Hever Castle, Edenbridge 

Saturday to Tuesday, June 2-5 
01732 865224 
www.hevercastle.co.uk 


JUNE will see romantic Hever 
Castle celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee with a 
number of special events. 

Join the royal celebration 
as Henry VIII and Anne 


Boleyn revisit Anne’s 
coronation in a weekend 
of Tudor entertainment 
including have-a-go archery 
and demonstrations from 
craftsmen of the period. 

There will be copies of the 
crown jewels on show, along 
with a competition for the 
best- dressed prince and 
princess. 

The month also sees the 
English rose garden reach the 
peak of perfection with the 
scent of 4,000 roses. 

You can also take in the Long 
Gallery’s A Royal Romance 
exhibition. 




Read APP about it 



Read Kent's weekend newspapers anytime, anywhere 
on your iPhone and iPad 


Visit the Apple AppStore, search 
‘Kent News’ to download your free App 


www.kentnews.co.uk archant} kos media 
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When life can 
be a drag... 

Raining Men 

Woodville Halls, Gravesend 

Thu to Sat, April 26-28 
01474 337774 
www.woodvillehalls.com 


FOR three nights month it will 
be raining men in Gravesend 
as this cracking hit show 
comes to town. 

As part of the theatre's new 
season of shows, Raining Men 
promises to give audiences a 
hilarious, sparkling, naughty 
evening, featuring music from 
the likes of Barbra Streisand, 
Shirley Bassey and Judy 
Garland. 

Described as The Full Monty 
meets Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert', the comedy show tells 
the story of three men: Doug 
the DJ, Colin the barman and 
Phil the bouncer. This is a night 
out that ladies won't want to 
miss - there'll be dancing in 
the aisles and unforgettable 
entertainment. 

The comedy is strictly for 
adults, with strong language 
and content from the start. 
Group booking is available; buy 
nine tickets and get a 10th free. 



Put the date in 
your calendar 

Stars bare all 

Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Mon to Sat, October 22-27 
01892 530613 


TFIE world-renowned stage 
show Calendar Girls has been 
bagged by the Assembly Flail 
Theatre in Tunbridge Wells for 
later this year. 

Since opening at Chichester 


Festival Theatre in 2008, 
Calendar Girls has been an 
unprecedented success, 
playing more than 100 sell¬ 
out weeks across the country. 

It has become the most 
successful play to tour the UK, 
grossing more at the box office 
than the smash-hit film of the 
same name, with ticket sales in 
excess of £25 million. 

The production features Birds 
Of A Feather’s Lesley Joseph, 
EastEnders' Kacey Ainsworth, 
Emmerdale’s Deena Payne and 
Hi-De-Hi actress Ruth Madoc. 
Tickets are priced from 
£18.50-£29.50. 


Liquid laughs 

Al Murray’s 
pub landlord 

Quarterhouse, Folkestone 

Wed and Thu, June 20-21 
01303 858500 
www.quarterhouse.co.uk 


AL MURRAY will be serving 
up a new pint of comedy as he 
brings his new stand-up show 
to Folkestone's Quarterhouse 
for a two-date stop. 

Best known as his loudmouth 


alter-ego The Pub Landlord, 
Murray has become one of the 
most recognisable comedians 
in the UK. 

Having had his own TV show 
as well as enjoying regular ap¬ 
pearances on the panel circuit 
and a memorable stint in Hell's 
Kitchen, Murray is as popular 
as ever. 

New show The Only Way Is 
Epic" will see the 
irrepressible innkeeper serving 
up his premier brew of ale- 
inspired acumen and bar-room 
buffoonery. 

Tickets are priced at £15 and 
on sale now. 




Handel’s Messiah 

The Merry Opera Co 

Memorial Theatre, Broadstairs 

Sunday, April 29, at 3pm 
0845 2626263 

info@sarahthorne-theatreclub.co.uk 


AFTER its sell-out production of La Traviata 
in Broadstairs last month, Kent-based The 
Merry Opera Company will perform its moving 
and unusual staged production of Handel's 
Messiah. 

The group tends to do things a little differently, 
moving away from traditions such as static 
soloists and huge choirs reading music. Instead, 
the show features a cast of just 12 singers and a 
lot more stage direction. 

The production is expected to be of high 
quality, following the highly-rated La Traviata 
performances that attracted opera fans from 
across the county. 

Tickets cost £10 in advance and £12 on the day. 





Meet the Happiest Caravan Owners 
on Britain’s Friendliest Park 


Come down to meet our owners 
and discover why this is not 
an idle boast! 

-All New 2011 
Clear out bargain sale 

* Fantastic Pre owned 
stock discount bonanza 

► Spacious Pre season plots 
still available 

* Try before you buy 
for a whole season 

To find out more call 
New Romney Caravan Park on 


01797 362 247 or 07737 007 477 


Romney Caravan Park, Greatstone, New Romney, Kent, TN28 8PB "Turn Right before the Spar" 





From 
restaurants 
in Ramsgate 
to pubs in 
Paddock 
Wood 



local search 24 2 

Kent* trusted business directory - 

www.localsearch24.co.uk/kent 


01303817150 


advertfelnqi^kosmediajcauk 
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Telephone us on 01303 817150 (a; Fax us on 01303 817001 


AIR CONDITIONING 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


AMBA Air Conditioning 


1 Car air conditioning service and repair. 

1 Mobile service, we come to you. 

• Evening and weekend appointments. 

1 See website for prices and special offers. 
1 Fully qualified and insured. 

Telephone: 01795 857869 
Mobile: 07808 921942 
www.ambaairconditioning.co.uk 


BUILDING SERVICES 



PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

• Windows • Building • Electrical • Gas 
• Drainage • Carpentry • Plumbing • 

• External Work • 

SPECIAL RATES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

Gall for a FREE quote 01795 844789 
8am-8pm 7 DAYS A WEEK 


BUILDING SERVICES 


First Rate Service, Quality Products 




VTIVrTNr Custom made to 
■ w your specifications 


a 


An independent builder's merchant 
providing a wide range of materials 
and services including bag 
materials, paving, timber, 
decking and much more. 

B&K MASTERS & SON 

01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience 

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7QB Just off M2 & A249 


BUILDING SERVICES 



TAYLORS 
REFURBISHMENT 
SERVICES LIMITED 


Major house alterations, bathrooms & 
kitchens. Complete house renovations. 
Loft & garage conversions. 
Painting & decorating specialist. 

30 years experience. 

Fully insured, references available 

01303 244425 

07950 26565 l 9 07950 265652 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


A COMPUTER PROBLEM? 

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Virus Spyware Removals 
Latop Screens, Crashes, Web Design, Development 
Wireless Networking, Broadband Problems 
Systems problems, Installations 

Fixed Onsite by 
Microsoft Certified Engineers 

NO FIX - NO FEE 

Immediate Call out 

@07984 795 327 


ENHANCE YOUR HOME WITH 

EST1986 






No deposit 
required 
Payment on 
complete 
satisfaction 


A™ 

ft® 


For free quotes, ring: 

01795 661616 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


Miranda ' 

DOUBLE GLAZING «nsa, 

REPAIRS REGSTERED 

Clearly a name you can trust 

Meeting your needs - however big or small - 
with over 20 years experience 

■ Broken Hinges ■ Broken Glass 

■ Misted sealed Units ■ Letterboxes 

■ Window Lock ■ Patio Door Wheels 

■ Hinges II Door Locks 

■ Window Handles ■ Door Handles 

AND MANY OTHER ITEMS HELD IN STOCK 

FAST, FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

For a free quote call now 

_ 01634 717400 ® 

www.mdgrepairs.co.uk 
Unit 15, Dickens Court, Enterprise Close, 

Medway City Estate, Rochester, Kent ME2 4LY 


DOUBLE GLAZING SPARE PARTS COUNTER 
TRADE AND PUBLIC WELCOME 


ELECTRICAL 


Mercer Electrical 

vv r 3 -^SIBbS 


P Rognam: 
*rxr rnrq socfcorii to rtavt 
Fnm MAma te s and srtvm 
He joo kn irrwfl 


24 hou mil out 

T«t 01634 064729 
Motj 07917 363154 


ELECTRICAL 


PAYNE & SON 
ELECTRICAL 

Part P Registered 

Tel: 01795 553633 
Mob: 07931 869263 

• Rewires 

• Inspection & testing 

• No job too big 
or too small 


GARDENING / LANDSCAPING 


English Counbuj Qwidem 

it Garden Clearance 
$8 Design & General Maintenance 
it Turfing & Lawn Care 
& Patios & Drives Jet Washed 
* Fencing 

No Job Too Small for a Free Quotation 

Please Call Our 
Friendly Family Run Business 

07445 511208 (anytime) 
01634 811361 (evening) 





f a 1 

FENCING 

L_4 

1 

HANDYMAN 

k_ A 


Orchard- Est. 1989 

FencingLtd i 

Offering an extensive range 
of fencing & materials for 
Commercial, Domestic, Industrial 
& Agricultural service 

Providing a bespoke gate & trellis 
manufacturing service & offering 
expert trade & retail advice 



Landau Way • Darent Park Industrial Estate 
Wallhouse Road . Erith • Kent • DA8 2LF 

Call us today for a competitive 

price on 01322 347799 


Welling Branch Orchard Fencing Ltd 

Stephenson Close, Welling, Kent DAI6 3AT 

Telephone 0208 855 6961 Fax 0208 316 0303 
Catford Branch Orchard Fencing Ltd 
Ardoch Road, Catford, London SE6 1SZ 
Telephone 0208 698 4064 Fax 0208 698 9146 




GENERAL SERVICES 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES — 

from £334 delivered 1 


r 7- 


Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 


GARDENING / LANDSCAPING 


Mr Pis-it’s 
Garden Service 

Complete maintenance 
achieved at realistic prices 


Makeovers • Mowing • Fencing • Repairs 



For a fast friendly and very 
reliable service call Peter 

Tel: 01634 574676 
Mobile: 07787 813512 

Find me in yellow pages 



, lv>e Loca/ . 

Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 


LOFT INSTALLATIONS 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

|Q 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01 795 522733 

E-Mail 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 



WANTED 

Cars, Vans, 4x4s, 

Non Runners, Accidental 
damage & MOT failures 

All Wanted for CASH 

£120 to £500 Paid 

01634 312273 | 07912 306068 

(Anytime) 
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QCR 


CAR REPAIRS Z 
01634 238777 


ADVANCED CAR DIAGNOSTIC FAULT FINDING 
ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


AIR CON RE-GASSING 


Diesel Injector Testing, Key Fob Repairs, Blown 
Fuses, Wiring Loom Repairs, Convertible Roof 
Repairs, Exhaust Emission Testing to MoT 
Standard, Any Car Repairs Undertaken, Alarm 
Faults, Throttle Pedals, ECU Repairs for: Engine 
Management, BSI Units Body Control Units, Fuel 
Injection Cleaning For Petrol & Diesel Engines. 





M.O.T. £49.99 - If your 
vehicle fails you get 
a free re-test if taken 
14 days after original test 



Wiper Motors, Head Lamp Bulbs, CD Players, 
Throttle Bodies, Service Lights, Radio Codes, 
Key Fobs, Key Programming, Heater Blowers, 
Alternators, Starter Motors, Code Reading, 
Batteries, Dashboard Repairs, Central Locking, 
Electric Windows, Lambda Sensors, Exhaust 
Cats, Coil Parts, Mass Airflow Sensors. 


Servicing for all makes of cars and small vans. 

Approved manufacturer parts used. Over 30 
years of experience. All work carried out to the 
highest standard. All work guaranteed. 


CALL MICK on: 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 
1 HOTHFIELD ROAD, RAINHAM, KENT ME8 8BJ (just off Station Road) 
www.qcrsales.co.uk Email: qcrrogers@hotmail.com 


A2 VEHICLE RECYCLING LTD 


TOP PRICES PAID We Deal with All Scrap 

FOR CARS & COMMERCIAL all Paperwork Vehicles 

Recycled at 

RUNNERS/NON-RUNNERS. Authorised 

No Comeback Recycling 
Anything Considered Guaranteed Centre 


• SAME DAY COLLECTION 

• OUR PRICES ARE GUARANTEED 

• NO HAGGLING ON COLLECTION 

We Do Our Best To Beat 
Any Genuine Offer 


Give us a call - your car may be 
worth more than you think 

£125 - £500 Paid for scrap vehicles* 
£10 Extra for alloy wheels 
£250 - £10,000 paid for good vehicles* 
♦price depending on current scrap market 




Tel: 07546 158533 
01634 540057 


• Certificate of destruction 

available on request 

• Open 7 days a week 8am till 8pm 

• Fully licensed and insured 
to take away your vehicle 


A2 VEHICLE RECYCLING LTD 

TOP PRICES PAID We Deal with All Scrap Vehicles 
FOR CARS S COMMERCIAL all Paperwork. Recycled at 
RUNNERS/NON-RUNNERS. No Comeback Authorised 
Anything Considered Guaranteed Recycling Centre 


Give us a call - your car may be worth more than you think. 
£125 - £500 Paid for scrap vehicles* 

£10 Extra for alloy wheels 
£250-£10,000 paid for good vehicles* 

*price depending on current scrap market 


| Tel: 07546 158533/01634 540057 | 


• Certificate of destruction available on request 
• Open 7 days a week 8am till 8pm 
> Fully licensed and insured to take away your vehicle 


PLANT & TOOL HIRE 


visit us @ 
radidplant.com 


Mini-Diggers 

From 1 

From 





REMOVALS AND STORAGE 


10% DISCOUNT 

WITH THIS ADVERT 

MAI\I & VAN 

Stewart's Light Removals 
& Delivery Service 
Reliable & Competitive 

DIRECT LINE 

07749 006743 
01634 409626 




RUBBISH CLEARANCE 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

RUBBISH - RUBBISH: 
* RUBBISH | 

ESTABLISHED FOR 12 YEARS 

★ 
★ 
★ 


* We can clear your rubbish from your 

* house garden, garage etc. 

* Concrete bases and drives removed. 

* Also small demolition work done. * 

* For more details and a free quote * 

* Phone Keith on * 

: 01634 268420 I 

* or 07881 476892 * 

* keithwaste@hotmail.com * 

* KCC REGISTERED & INSURED * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 580103 / 
07508 776459 


wlnchmoreTubors 

Ltd 

Home Tuibion in Kenb 

Winchmore Tutors is the only 
Department for Education ‘Quality 
Marked’ tuition agency, offering tailored 
tuition to students across Kent. 

We offer: 

* 11+ and common entrance prep 

* KS1 - KS3 tutors 

* GSCE tutors 

* A-level tutors 

* SEN tutors 

Our tutors are interviewed face to face, 
fully screened and vetted, hold valid CRB 
checks and are qualified. 

Our Tunbridge Wells office covers 
Medway, Swale, Sevenoaks, Canterbury 
and the rest of Kent. 


Call Us: 01892 704139 

www.winchmorebubors.com 
Tubors welcome bo apply 



GUTTERING 

Special Offer 

• AVERAGE TOWN HOUSE £900 

• AVERGAE SEMI £1300 U 

• AVERAGE DETACHED £1700 
ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES 

This includes re-newing gutters, fascias and soffits 

• In UPVC • We remove all existing gutters & fascias and 
replace with quality products • WE DON’T OVERCLAD 

• Including free vented fascias and under tile felt trays 



Colours: 

• BLACK • BROWN 
•WHITE (SQUARE/ 
HALFROUND) 

LABOURS & MATERIALS 
GUARANTEE 


1C 

c i^ewi 

Jmivumce 

0$cu>fied 

Quwuuitez 


GUTTER CLEANING 


ABBEY CONTRACTS (GUTTERING) 

FREEPHONE 0800 587 551 

21018, Luton Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 5AA 
20 Pembury Close, Pembury, Tunbridge Wells, TN24 4LS 


RikfflFit 

PART WORN ^4* 

TYRES £8 

Brakes, Suspension, 

Mots, Mot failure work. 

01634 540 057 

2 Cossack Street, Rochester, Kent, ME1 2EF 



WASHING MACHINE 


CITY AND GUILDS TRAINED 
ENGINEER EX REME 


WASHING MACHINES, DRYERS, 
COOKERS, DISHWASHERS, 
FRIDGES, ETC. REPAIRED BY 


SQUADMATIC 

Same day/next day service, 

95% of repairs completed on first call. 
Most repairs cost £30-£65. 
Office 24hrs (01634) 373515. 
Engineer 07702 255105. 
Mon-Fri 7am - 9pm, Sat 8am - 5pm. 
Free call-out/estimate 



Cooper-Brett Roofing Specialists 



NEW ROOF SPECIALISTS 
SAME DAY ROOF REPAIRS 
SLATE/TILE & FLAT ROOFING 


TRADING STANDARDS ACCREDITED 

QUALITY ROOFING SERVICE SINCE 1969 
A QUOTE FROM US IS HARD TO BEAT 


UMiMf Ceuvh 
1 ««g 


INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 


Tel: 01634 624034 
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First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 


■ Toyota offers pLug-in 
version of hybrid Prius 

■ Volvo V40 has world’s 
first pedestrian airbag 

■ All mod cons on new 
Venture from Madza 



Dealerships 
unveil the 
latest Lexus 
to excited 
audiences 


Driving 


carsforkent.co.uk 



Price: 

£16,490 


Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 


Image: 

★★★★★ 


Space: 

★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 


Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 


How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Mini 


Herbie rides again as VW’s new 
Beetle echoes original charm 



BACK AT 
THE START: 

VW's new- 
look Beetle 
does away 
with the 
quirkiness of 
the previous 
model and is 
a return to the 
styling that 
made it one 
of the most 
popular cars 
in the world 


By Sam Davison 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

VOLKSWAGEN’S original 1938 Beetle went 
on to sell 21.5 million units and be assembled 
in umpteen countries apart from Germany - but 
it was far from perfect. 

However, in an era when people were pleased 
to have an affordable and distinctive car, it was 
a surefire winner. 

When VW revived the look in the late 90s, 
though, we ended up with another Beetle far 
from perfect - in an era flooded with affordable 
cars. 

After the initial nostalgic euphoria, many 
people realised the New Beetle just didn’t look 
right. Sure the Herbie shape was there and 
even the vestiges of the original’s running 
boards, but cabin space was wasted by a 
massive fascia and dashboard, while rear 
seating, headroom and boot space was piffling. 

And somebody decided to add a flower vase 
to the fascia. Some say it was a penholder, 
but most people stuck a flower in it and that 
caused men to avoid buying the car, which 
was dropped in 2010. 

The belated all-new replacement has reverted 
to the name Beetle, plain and simple - and 
distancing it from its flower-power predecessor. 

The new-generation car doesn’t need 
gimmicks, anyway, though VW-dealers will 
offer customising add-ons like those other retro 
stars, the Mini and Fiat 500. 

It looks more like the original - again we get 
an echo of running boards - but there’s more of 
a coupe look like the 1948 original Porsche, the 
356, giving it unisex appeal. 

Built on the latest Golf platform, it also 
handles properly and hints at potential hot 
models to come - a Beetle GTI perhaps? 

If the exterior is cool yet retro, the cabin is a 
great partner; in this car, areas of exposed 
painted metal are a homage to the original - 
as is the flip-down glovebox lid - rather than 
corner-cutting, especially since the materials 
elsewhere are typically robust and quality VW. 

The cabin is more practical this time; rear 
headroom is naturally restricted by the 
swooping roofline, but it doesn’t feel 
claustrophobic, even if it is a four-seater. 

The only black mark is the elasticated door 
pocket straps; retro perhaps, but they make it 
too easy to stuff something in the pocket only to 
see it exit through the gap below the strap. 

In keeping with the sportier image, the 
entry-level engine is a turbocharged 105PS 
(104bhp) 1.2-litre petrol with VW’s auto/ 
manual DSG box. 

Most people will be happy, as it should deliver 
an average mpg in the mid-40s. It’s not speedy, 
but the engine revs satisfyingly and that 
gearbox is great for auto-changes in town or 
smooth manual shifts. 

Diesels and a 2.0-litre petrol are in the 
pipeline, but I also liked the livelier 160PS 
(158bhp) 1.4-litre petrol engine at launch, 
which comes with a six-speed manual box. 


jljl DON'T LIKE .J.J 

... those door straps, but there’s not much to 
dislike about this latest incarnation of a classic 
- especially now the flower vase is gone. 


J J NOT SURE -J.J 

... the car yet has the power options it needs to 
distance itself from its effete predecessor, but 
the omens are good for a future Beetle GTI. 


J J REALLY LIKE .J.J 

... the more harmonious use of the original shape 
with a just a hint of Porsche coupe. It drives well 
and should get male buyers back onside. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



The new Yeti Urban... Packed with extras, 
packed with attitude from only £16,995 OTR 


Yeti Urban extras include: 

> Chrome side moulding strips 

> Decorative door mirror covers 

> Amundsen+ Sat Nav with dab 

> 17" black alloy wheels 


> Decorative interior inserts 

> Wheel arch extensions 

> Metallic paint 

> Silver roof rails 

> Sports seats 


> Sunset glass 

> Roof stripes 

> Multi-function steering 
wheel with bluetooth 


Up to ^ A FA* RRP worth of 

ELfHjU extra specification 



For more information contact us at: 

□ Sherlodge Garage 

26 Floath Lane 
Wigmore 
Gillingham 
Kent 

ME8 OSW 

08433 201667 

□ www.sherlodgegarageskoda.co.uk 




WHATCW7 ) 


Winner of three 'Best Manufacturer' awards. 


Yeti Urban trim available on 1.2TSI 105PS & 2.0TDI CR HOPS DPF engines. Model shown is Yeti Urban 1.2TSI 105PS. ^Figure shown includes all listed extras. Available on orders placed from 
April 1st 2012 while stocks last. Optional specification cannot be added on this offer. t3 years or 30,000 miles free servicing (whichever comes first) is available when purchased with SKODA 
Finance. 7.9% APR representative Indemnities may be required. Subject to status. Available for over 18s. Excludes the Channel Islands. SKODA Finance. Freepost SKODA Finance. 
Terms and conditions apply. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time, are subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. Prices and specifications are 
accurate at time of print. 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA range: Urban 19.2 (14,7) - 68.9 (4.1), 

Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range 
237 - 89g/km. 
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MOTORING 


Visit carsforkent.co.uk 



Coupe with grace executed in style 


By Sam Davison 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

FEW cars win plaudits when simply parked up, 
but the original 2005-10 Mercedes-Benz CLS 
four-door coupe was one of those rarities. 

Having fallen for the car’s swooping lines, it 
wouldn’t have mattered to would-be buyers if 
it had handled like a sofa, with none of the 
comforts, though it was just as much a star on 
the move. 

So fans may have viewed early images of this 
icon’s replacement with trepidation; lacking 
the original’s unbroken crease line from front 
wheel arch to tail, the new CLS looked a bit 
lumpy... less fluid. 

Familiarity modifies that though, and there is 
a compensating aggression about the styling 
now, while the front is a marked improvement; 
after a week with the car and many admiring 
comments, I reckon it’s just as much a head 
turner as its forebear. 

The original created a sensation at a time 
when the once conservative German premium 
marque had already rocked the industry with 
some off-the-wall designs. 

And though it proved a good seller and halo 
car for M-B, few rivals managed to attack it prop¬ 
erly: VW’s CC series is a cheaper equivalent, but 
lacks such badge cachet, while the recent Audi 
A7 offers racy looks too, plus a hatchback, but 
does that feature make it less prestigious than 
the Merc? Closest in looks and on-road presence, 
though, is probably the Jaguar XF. 

In short, the Merc doesn’t have much to rival 
it as a luxury four-seat, four-door gran turismo, 
although upmarket versions of its donor model 
- the Merc E-Class - might also be in the mix for 
some buyers. 

The CLS is well-made and well-appointed, as 
you would rightly expect for a car starting at 
£46,860, but the eye-opener is quite how well 
key models perform versus the fuel they consume 
for their size. 



Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Road tax: 

£170/year 

Best rival: 

Jaguar XF 


Kent dealers: 

Mercedes-Benz Kent 
Ashford 01233 505400 
Maidstone 01622 623700 
Tonbridge 01732 771761 
Canterbury 01227 817670 


COUPE DE 
GRACE: The 

new CLS 
Looks different 
to its 

predecessor 
but it is sure 
to wow 
drivers 


Even the 202bhp four-cylinder 2.1-litre diesel 
250CDI is claimed to crack 62mph in just 7.5 
seconds; our £53,495 263bhp V6 3.0-litre 350 
CDI Sport model takes 6.2 seconds, yet these 
models are capable of a combined fuel consump¬ 
tion of 54.3 and 46.3mpg respectively - they 
also attract a relatively modest 18 per cent Ben¬ 
efit in Kind tax (BiK). 

But then they do both wear M-B’s Blue- 
Efficiency eco-branding, though this is over¬ 
shadowed on the 350CDI Sport by big 19-inch 
AMG alloys and other accoutrements from M- 
B’s famous sports styling house. 

Of course, if you need livelier performance 
there are V6 and V8 petrol versions, including 
the £81,145 63 AMG flagship, but the fuel and 
BiK costs may be prohibitive even at this level of 
ownership. 

Whatever the engine, it will be mated with a 
seven-speed automatic that is seamless in auto 
and allows smooth manual changes too via pad¬ 
dles mounted behind the steering wheel. 


Would you want to? Hopefully, for the CLS 
is a sure-footed rear wheel drive beast that lives 
up to its coupe billing, cornering with a flat 
stance that will please keen drivers, even if 
the speed-weighted steering can feel a bit light 
at times. 

Passengers won’t mind it either judging 
by the supple yet precise sports suspension fitted 
to our car - a standard suspension and air 
suspension is also available, depending on 
the model. 

Comfort levels inside are top-notch with well¬ 
shaped leather seats, though bear in mind that 
this is a strict four-seater, even if the rear pair are 
spoiled for space. 

For this really is a beautiful car for four on a 
weekend getaway, helped by a big boot capable 
of swallowing all reasonable luggage. 

So, put away any misgivings about losing 
the spirit of the original CLS - its successor 
has delivered the ‘coupe de grace’ with just as 
much cool. 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



Plug-in Prius 
is switched on 


TOYOTA has raised the stakes 
in the hybrid race by offering its 
pioneering Prius model with a 
plug-in variant, priced at 
£27,895 after adding the 
Government's £5,000 grant for 
Lower-emission vehicles. 

The plug-in facility allows 
owners and businesses to 
top-up the car's batteries 
overnight or at the office to 
increase electric-only opera¬ 
tion, thereby cutting fuel costs 
and emissions. 



Volvo’s airbag 
for pedestrians 

VOLVO'S eagerly-anticipated 
mid-size V40 premium 
hatchback arrives in Late 
summer (from £19,745) 
and includes a diesel with 
emissions Low enough to 
escape road tax, and an official 
combined fuel consumption of 
78.5mpg. 

This version also has the 
best Benefit in Kind taxation 
Levels of any car in its class, 
while the range features the 
world's first pedestrian airbag. 



New venture 
has six appeal 

MAZDA has Launched a high- 
spec special edition Mazda6 
(from £21,000) available in 
hatchback or estate bodystyLes. 

The Venture includes 
TomTom navigation and 
integrated Bluetooth plus 
distinctive smoked alloys, 
sports grille, haLf-Leather seats 
- heated in front - privacy glass 
and distinctive colours. 

Dartford-based Mazda UK is 
sweetening the deal with zero 
and 5.9 per cent APR finance. 
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£1000 

MIN PART 
EXCHANGE 
ON ALL 
4X4 
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GENUINE CARS • GENUINE PRICES 


01795 431312 

GROVEHURST ROAD, 
SITTINGBOURNE ME9 8RB 

07543 105230 

(any time) 

Mon-Sat 8.30am - 3.30pm 
Sun 10.00am - 4.00pm 


r 07 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Sport 5 Doors. Manual, Hatchback, Diesel, 78,000 miles, Metallic Black, Full 

Service History.£5,995 

04 Ford Galaxy 1.9 TDDiGhia, Black,85,000 miles. £5,795 

56 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Sport 5 Doors, Manual, Hatchback, Diesel, 66,000 miles, Metallic Black. 

FSH.£5,795 

06 Fold Focus 1.6 Ghia 5 Doors, Manual. Hatchback. Petrol. 48,000 miles. Metallic Black. FSH ..£5,795 
58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec 5 Doors, Automatic. Estate. Petrol, 29,000 miles, Metallic Silver. Full Service 

History. £5,495 

55 Ford Focus 1.6 Ghia Petrol. Manual. Hatchback, Red, 38,000 miles, FSH.£5.495 

56 Ford Focus 1.8 Ghia 5 Doors. Manual. Hatchback. Petrol. 76,000 miles. Metallic Blue. FSH. £4,995 

07 Ford Focus 1.6 IX Black, 78,000 miles, FSH.£4,695 

55 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 3 Doors, Automatic. Hatchback, Petrol. 46,000 miles. Metallic Black. 

FSH.£4,695 

05 Ford C-Max 1.6 IX Grey, 39,000 miles. FSH.£3,995 

54 Ford Fusion 1.4 5 Doors. Manual. Estate. Petrol. 32,000 miles. Metallic Grey FSH.£3,995 

53 Ford Focus C-Max 1.8 Ghia 5 Doors, Manual, Estate. Petrol, 72,000 miles. Metallic Silver. FSH £3,995 

54 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5 Doors, Manual. Hatchback. Petrol. 62,000 miles. Metallic Silver. FSH..£3.995 

05 Ford C Max 1.6 LX Silver petrol, manual FSH 39,000miles.£3,995 

03 Ford Galaxy 2.3 Automatic Silver 75,000miles FSH.£3,695 

03 Fold Fusion 1.4 2 5 Doors. Manual. Estate. Petrol. 72,000 miles. Metallic Silver. ESH.£3,495 

54 Ford Fusion 1.4 City 5 Doors, Manual. Estate. Petrol. 50.000 miles. Metallic Silver. FSH.£3,495 

52 Fold Fusion 1.41 5 Doors, Manual. Estate. Petrol, 32,000 miles. Metallic Silver, FSH. £3,295 

QUALITY CAR SELECTION 

10 Mercedes-Benz A160 CDI Avantgarde SE CVT Diesel, Automatic, Hatchback, Grey, 8,700 miles, FSH 
.£13,995 


I M ASSWtW°' Ct0f 


05 Seat Ibiza 1.8 20v T FR. Petrol. Manual. Hatchback, black, 82,000 miles. £3,995 

55 Citreon Xsara Picasso 1.6 Hdi 92 Exlusive. 5 Doors. Manual. Estate. Diesel. 89,000 miles. Metallic 

Burgundy, FSH.£3,995 

07 Hyundai Getz 1.4 GSi Black 5 door 44,000miles 1 owner ESH. £3,995 

04 Honda Jazz 1.4 DSI SE 5 Doors. Manual. Hatchback. Petrol. 85.000 miles. Metallic Silver FSH £3,695 

54 Vauxhal Zafira 1.6 Energy Black 71.000miles.FSH.£3,495 

06 Suzuki Alto 1.1 GL Doors. Manoal, Hatchback. Petrol. 9,000 miles. Metallic Silver FSH.£3,295 

03 Renault Megane 1.6 WT Dynamique, Petrol. Manual. Hatchback. Silver. 73,000 miles. FSH ..£2,995 

53 Citreon C31.4LX 5door Black 1 owner 56,000miles, FSH. £2,695 

02 Citroen Xsara Picasso 1.8i 16v SX 5 Doors, Manual. Estate. Petrol. 74.000 miles. Metallic Blue. 

FSH.£2,295 


10 Mercedes-Benz A160 CDI Avantgarde SE CVT Diesel, Automatic, Hatchback, Grey, 8,700 miles. FSH 
.£13.995 

02 Land Rover Discovery 2.5 Td5 S 5 Doors. Automatic. Station Wagon. Diesel. 76,000 miles. Metallic 

Silver, FSH.£8.995 

54 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 SE Station Wagon Diesel. Automatic. 4x4, Silver, 65,000 miles ..0,995 

05 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 SE Hardback Diesel. Automatic, 4x4, Green. 83,000 miles.0,995 

54 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 SE Station Wagon 5 Doors. Manual, Station Wagon, Diesel. 

69,000 miles, Metallic Blue, Full Service History.0,995 

04 Mitsubishi Shogun Sport 2.5 TD Equipe Diesel. Manual. Estate. Silver. 44,000 miles.£6,995 

01 LAND ROVER Discovery 2.5 Td5 S 5 Doors. Manual. Station Wagon, Diesel, 81,000 miles, Metallic 

Red, FSH.£6,495 

54 JEEP Cherokee 2.8 CRD Sport 5 Doors. Automatic. Station Wagon, Diesel. 47.000 miles. Black. 


04 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 E Station Wagon 5 Doors. Manual. Station Wagon, Diesel. 73.000 

miles. Metallic Blue FSH.£5,995 

07 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Sport 5 Doors, Manual, Hatchback, Diesel, 78,000 miles, Metallic Black, Full 

Service History.£5,995 

04 Ford Galaxy 1.9 TDDiGhia. Black.85.000 miles.£5,795 

56 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Sport 5 Doors. Manual. Hatchback. Diesel. 66,000 miles. Metallic Black. 

FSH.£5,795 

52 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 GS Station Wagon Diesel. Automatic. 4x4. Green. 73.000 miles ..£5,495 

03 Jaguar X-Type 2.0D Classic Diesel. Manual. Saloon. Silver. 83.000 miles.£4,695 

55 Citreon Xsara Picasso 1.6 Hdi 92 Exclusive, 5 Doors. Manual. Estate. Diesel. 89.000 miles. Metallic 

Burgundy FSH.£3,995 

52 Audi A6 2.5 TDi 163 SE 4 Doors. Automatic. Saloon. Diesel, Metallic Black. FSH.£3,495 

96 Mitsubishi Pajero 2.8 TD SWB 3 Doors. Automatic. All Terrain, Diesel, 102.000 miles. White. 


miles. Metallic Silver, 1 Owner. Full Sen 
54 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 SE Station Wagon 5 Doors. Manual, Station Wagon. Diesel. 

69,000 miles, Metallic Blue, Full Service History.£7,995 

54 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 TD4 SE Station Wagon, Diesel. Automatic. 4x4. Silver. 65.000 miles ..0.995 
05 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 TD4 SE Hardback. Diesel. Automatic, 4x4, Green. 83,000 miles ....0,995 

04 Mitsubishi Shogun Sport 2.5 TD Equippe, Diesel, Manual, Estate. Silver. 44,000 miles.£6,995 

01 Land Rover Discovery 2.5 Td5 S 5 Doors, Manual, Station Wagon. Diesel. 81,000 miles. Metallic Red. 
FSH. £6,495 


04 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 E station Wagon 5 Doors. Manual, Station Wagon. Diesel. 73,000 1 

miles, Metallic Blue FSH.'"'" r 

05 Land Rover Freelander 1.8E Station Wagon 5 doors. Manual, Petrol. 41,000miles, Metallic I 
Black.. 

54 JEEP Cherokee 2.8 CRD Sport 5 Doors. Automatic. Station Wagon. Diesel. 47,000 miles 

FSH. 

52 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 TD4 GS Station Wagon. Diesel, Automatic, 4x4, Green, 73,000 miles ..£5,495 

55 Suzuki Jimny 1.3 WT JLX. Petrol, Manual. Estate. Red. 69,000 miles. £4,995 I 

03 Land Rover Freelander 1.8 ES Station Wagon, Petrol. Manual. 4x4. Blue. 53.000 miles. £4,695 

03 Land Rover Freelander 1.8 ES Station Wagon, Petrol. Manual. 4x4. Burgundy. 67,000 miles ..£4,495 

V Land Rover Freelander 1.8i Station Wagon. Petrol, Manual, 4x4. Gold. FSH. £2,4951 

96 Mitsubishi Pajero 2.8 TD SWB 3 Doors. Automatic. All Terrain. Diesel, 102.000 miles. 

FSH.£1,995 

AUTOMATICS 

10 Mercedes-Benz A160 CDI Avantgarde SE CVT Diesel. Automatic. Hatchback, Grey, 8,700 miles. 
FSH. £13.995 

02 Land Rover Discovery 2.5 Td5 S 5 Doors. Automatic. Station Wagon. Diesel. 76.000 miles. Metallic 

Silver. FSH.£8,995 

54 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 SE Station Wagon Diesel. Automatic, 4x4, Silver, 65,000 miles ..£7,995 
05 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 SE Hardback Diesel. Automatic. 4x4, Green, 83,000 miles. 0,995 

54 JEEP Cherokee 2.8 CRD Sport 5 Doors. Automatic. Station Wagon. Diesel. 47,000 miles 

FSH.£5,995 

58 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec Petrol. Automatic. Estate, Silver, 29.000 miles, FSH . £5,495 

52 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 Td4 GS Station Wagon Diesel. Automatic. 4x4. Green. 73,000 miles ..£5,495 

55 Ford Focus Automatic Black FSH . £4,695 

03 Ford Galaxy 2.3 Automatic Silver 75,000miles FSH. £3.695 


X* I 




Need a car but can’t get funding? 

BUY NOW, PAY LATER A new NO PROBLEM system for DIFFICULT CASES! 


IF YOU CAN TICK ALL THESE BOXES, 
THEN CALL US TODAY: 

I PROOF OF ADDRESS 
I DRIVING LICENCE 
I BANK ACCOUNT 


QROVEHURST 


cars 


01795 431312 07543 105230 


You will be driving away in a quality used car sooner than you think! 
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Fancy a new set of wheels? 

10OOs of Kent cars for sale online 24-7 


© 


Find the latest car reviews and 
test drives on new cars 


Check out the prices of new and 
C V used car valuations 

Search for your local 
car dealer 


Use www.CarsforKent.co.uk where you can search through 1 ,OOOs of cars for sale across the county. 

Online you can view full car details, location map and seller’s details, plus road tests and a finance 
calculator to work out monthly payments. 



W\ Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 



CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find your next car 

archant} kos media 




www.grovehurstcars.co.uk • www.grovehurstcars.co.uk • www.grovehurstcars.co.uk • www.grovehurstcars.co.uk 
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Visit carsforkent.co.uk 


New-era Lexus gets county premieres 



LEXUS dealers in Kent have previewed the Jap¬ 
anese premium brand’s new model - one set to 
change the face of its line-up. 

It’s the latest generation Lexus GS mid-range 
executive saloon, to rival models like the BMW 
5-Series, Audi A6 and Mercedes-Benz E-Class, 
and wearing what is tipped to be the new corpo¬ 
rate nose of the Lexus line-up. 

Existing and prospective Lexus customers 
in the county got an early look at the newcomer 
- which is due in June - when Motorline group 
dealerships Lexus Canterbury and Tunbridge 
Wells held VIP evenings last Friday and on 
Monday respectively, attracting almost 400 
people. 

Both events featured a jazz band, magician 
and prize draw to entertain guests, who were 
also given an expert tour of the car to explain s 
ignificant new developments. 

Much was made of Lexus value: high-spec but 
aggressively priced compared with rivals. 

Innovations include the standard-fit 12.3- 
inch full-colour LED screen - the world’s widest 
in-car multimedia display - coated, self-cleaning 
side front windows for clearer and safer vision 
via the door mirrors. 

All new GS models also come with heated and 
ventilated seats and increased boot space to rival 
the opposition: 522 litres, or 465 on hybrid mod¬ 
els due to slight intrusion by the battery array. A 
top-notch 17-speaker Mark Levinson multi- 
media system is also available. 

Paul Stapylton, brand manager for the two 
Kent sites, said: “Prices start from an attractive 
£32,995, bringing a lot of car for the money, but 


the other great thing about this new GS is that 
we have four distinct versions to appeal to a wide 
cross-section of customers. 

“At the entry point there’s the affordability 
of the GS250 petrol option, but there’s also 
the GS450 petrol-electric hybrid drive, and we 


also have smart F Sport versions with either 
powertrain. It makes us confident that we 
can raise our GS sales by quite a margin 
compared with the outgoing car, and that means 
we can build on a successful year at our two 
sites, following the launch of our all-new entry 


car, the CT200h executive hatchback hybrid. 

“That car delivered many conquest customers 
who wanted to drive eco but stay premium - 
many existing customers had already bought 
into that with our RX450h hybrid SUV, our 
other big-seller over the past year.” 




.eca ,s ** e 




.GO.** 
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Get a better deal at e-cars 
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New stock arriving shortly, 
call in or phone for details. 



2004 BMW MINI COOPER Bright Yellow with Black roof and cloth trim, alloys, air con etc.£5,495 

2006 CITROEN C5 1.6 HDi DIESEL AUTOMATIC 5-dr hatchback, space and economy, rarely available in AUTO .£3,995 

2004 NISSAN PRIMERA 2.2 DIESEL SE 5-dr hatchback, Silver, alloys, all usual refinements.£2,995 

2005 VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.2 AUTO 5-dr hatchback, Metallic Blue, lovely condition, all extras .£2,995 

2005 FORD FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC LX, 3-dr hatchback, alloys, Silver, cheap road tax and insurance group 5, 50K.£2,995 

2005 FORD M0NDE0 2.0 TDCi GHIA, 5-dr hatchback, Champagne, tan trim, only 63,000 miles, immaculate condition ....£2,995 

2003 RENAULT VEL SATIS 3.0 DCi AUTO Silver, immac, luxf/car, wood dash, leather, all usual extras, sat nav, a/c, alloys etc. ...SOLD 

2004 FORD KA COLLECTION Gold with grey patterned trim, e/w, PAS, in lovely condition.£2,495 

2002 JAGUAR 2.0 V6 SPORT Silver, 1 years MoT, alloys, leather, all sport extras.£2,495 

2004 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.0 MINI MPV 5-dr, 5 speed manual and only 41,000 miles, Blue with Grey cloth trim .£2,295 

1999 VW GOLF 1.4 S 5-dr Hatch, Grey, Group 4 insurance and cheap road tax, immaculate for year and very rare.£2,195 

2002 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO SX 1.6 PETROL Manual, Metallic Silver, all usual refinements.£2,195 

2003 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 5-dr hatchback, Blue, 88,000 miles, lovely condition and low tax and insurance.£2,195 

1999 AUDI A3 1.8 3DR HATCHBACK All usual refinements, rarely available, in Silver, with Blue trim, alloys.£1,995 

2003 FIAT PUNT0, Yellow, 1.2 Sport hatch, immaculate condition, group 4 insurance and cheap road tax .£1,995 

2002 CITROEN C5 2.0 DIESEL Manual, 5-dr hatchback, Black, low tax group + 50+ MPG .£1,995 

2002 ROVER 45 IMPRESSION 3 1.8 AUTOMATIC Only 27,000 miles from new.£1,895 

2000 FORD COUGAR 2.5 AUTO 3-dr hatchback, Silver, alloys, luxury black leather trim, top range car, taxed and MoT’s ..£1,495 

1997 AUDI A6 2.4 Saloon, manual, Metallic Grey with alloys, leather trim, luxury at only.£1,495 


2001 RENAULT SCENIC PRIVILEGE 1.6 AUTO Silver, alloys, all usual refinements, twin sunroof, PAS, e/w, etc.£1,495 

2002 RENAULT SCENIC 2.0 AUTO PRIVILEGE MINI MPV Silver, tax and test, 72k miles, ready to drive away. SOLD 

2002 DAEWOO LANOS 1.6 5-dr hatchback, Silver, Manual, bargain at only.£1,295 

2001 HONDA ACCORD 2.0 V-TEC SALOON Auto, 5-dr, in Silver, all refinements a fine example of this luxury family SaloonSOLD 

2000 PEUGEOT 306 MERIDIAN ESTATE 1.8 Manual, Blue, alloys, leather trim, PAS, e/w, c/I, etc, etc. SOLD 

4x4 


1996 LANDROVER DISCOVERY COUNTY 7 SEATER 2.5 DIESEL AUTO Blue, alloys, many bills and new parts, twin roof ..£2,495 


1993 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN LWB 2.5 TURBO DIESEL 7 SEATER Alloys and all usual extras, get ready for this years snow!£1,995 

CONVERTIBLES 

1997 SAAB 900 CONVERTIBLE Red, black leather trim, manual, e/roof, alloys.£1,995 

1994 AUDI CABRIOLET Classic 4 seat soft top, 2.0 manual, Bright red, only 67,000 miles from new, alloys, all the extras £1,995 

1997 MGTF CONVERTIBLE Blue, black trim, manual, alloys. SOLD 

PX BARGAINS (All cars sold with a full MoT) 

2000 TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 3-dr, Red, low tax and insurance model.£1,295 

1997 SAAB 900 SE TURBO 4-dr Hatchback, Silver, 1 years MOT .£995 

2001 MG ZT 2.5 Manual Silver, 18” alloys, tax and test, new manifold, so no engine rattles.£1,495 

1999 ROVER 200 Vi 1.8 5-dr hatch, Silver, tax and MoT.£895 

2001 FORD MONDEO 1.8 LX 5-dr, hatchback, new shape, Silver, manual, MoT.£995 


www.ecarsmedway.co.uk * Also see our stock on www.ebaymotorspro.co.uk • Stock Changing Weekly • Mon-Sat 9.30am-6.00pm Sun: 10am-4.00pm 

01634 401 001 or 07810 167 890 • 57-59 Luton High Street, Chatham, Kent ME5 7LP • email: sales@e-carsmedway.co.uk 


CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH - WARRANTIES - FINANCE AVAILABLE 
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FOOTBALL 

Angel 
out of 

By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 

LIFE after retirement is a com¬ 
mon dilemma for sportsmen 
and women around the world, 
but that dilemma is made all 
the more serious when the end 
of your career is forced upon 
you as it was for Scott Good¬ 
ing. 

The Tonbridge Angels de¬ 
fender thought he had made 
the comeback from a serious 
knee injury, only to break down 
again just three games into his 
return over a year ago. 

But after going through the 
heartache of realising his boy¬ 
hood dream was ending, he has 
found a new direction in life - 
gymnastics. 

While sidelined with injury 
as his team mates battle it out 
in the Blue Square South, the 
highest division the club has 
ever reached, he was busy 
studying so he could join his fi¬ 
ancee in opening up a new 
gymnastics club. 

It’s not the traditional road 
former non-league stars have 
taken, and Gooding admits his 
team mates delivered a certain 
amount of ribbing. 

“I have been teaching them 
the forward rolls, and cart¬ 
wheels,” he said. “They have 
given me a bit of stick. 

“We are going to open a 
gymnastics club and we have 
found a building that needs a 
refurbishment. It’s a case of 
starting from scratch.” 

Before he starts taking les¬ 
sons, there is the small matter 
of a testimonial to get out of the 


ace’s Palace send-off as he flips 
game and rolls into gymnastics 


way, which will see the Angels 
take on Gooding’s first club, 
Crystal Palace. 

He is still in touch with a 
number of former team mates 
from Selhurst Park, including 
their current manager Dougie 
Freedman, whose children are 
taught gymnastics by his fian¬ 
cee. 

An Eagles XI will take on the 
Angels at Longmeadow on 
Wednesday in a 7.45pm kick 
off, thanks to the efforts of man¬ 
ager Tommy Warrilow and 
team mate Robbie Kemba 
whose dad Steve is a scout for 
the Championship side. 

Gooding started at Palace as 
an eight-year-old and made 
two first team appearances, 
one in a friendly against Bastia 
in France, and his competitive 
debut as a sub in a Boxing Day 
clash at Millwall. 

“For them to pull something 
like this out of the bag is unbe- 




“I have been 
teaching my 
team mates 
forward rolls, and 
cartwheels...they 
have given me a 
bit of stick.” 

SCOTT GOODING, FORMER ANGEL 


lievable,” he said. “They look 
after you really well at Ton- 
bridge. It should hopefully cre¬ 
ate a good crowd, and will be a 
good send off. 

“Everybody has been abso¬ 
lutely unbelievable.” 

It wasn’t an easy decision for 
the 30-year-old to hang up his 
boots, but doctors told him if he 
had a recurrence of the injury 
the only option would be to 
break his leg in order to fix it, as 
he had already has his knee 
ligaments replaced once. 

“It was the hardest decision I 
have ever had to make,” he 
said. 

“I was really enjoying it, I 
was hoping to keep on going 
for a good few years at this lev¬ 
el. It’s hard to take. 

“It’s been a hard, hard time 
mentally for me. 

“I don’t feel like a different 
person, but it’s made me a lot 
stronger mentally. It was really 
hard to go through.” 

When he got the news he felt 
there was only one decision to 
take. 

“There’s no point chancing it 
going again,” he said. “I’m 
walking fine, running, cycling, 
I can do anything in a straight 
line, it’s the twisting and turn¬ 
ing part that’s the problem.” 

Gooding signed for the An¬ 
gels in 2006 from Gravesend & 
Northfleet, and left to join Fish¬ 
er in November 2007, but re¬ 
turned to Longmead in 2008, 
where he was crowned player 
of the season for the 2008/09 
season. 

He also played for AFC Horn¬ 
church and Crawley Town. 



Picture: DAVE COULDRIDGE 


NEW CHALLENGE: Scott Gooding (centre in blue) has a testimonial against Crystal Palace 



REWED UP: Steven Powell in action Last season 


M0T0RSP0RT 

Sibling rivalry revs up as Brands gets 
set to welcome truck racing champs 


THERE can't be many sports in the world 
where you have three brothers performing 
at the top Level. 

But British Truck Racing is one that 
does with the Powell brothers, John, 
Graham, and Steven, who all hail from 
Kent. 

This weekend John who Lives in Herne 
Bay and Steven, from West Kingsdown, 
will be at Brands Hatch for the second 
round of their respective classes in the 
Delphi British Truck Racing Championship, 
while Graham will be busying himself at 
the European Championship this season. 

Steven who during his working week is 
busy pulling pints and working the tables 
at his pub the Portobello Inn, is making his 
first step into the A class this season. 

Although all the trucks are restricted to 
lOOmph, the change in class represents a 


jump in engine power from 600hp to 
950hp, which he admits has been making 
him a bit nervous. 

"I have had a few sleepless nights about 
it," he said. "It's going to be a Learning 
curve. 

"The aim is to get it up to scratch this 
season, and go for the championship the 
season after. 

"Brands Hatch is probably the most 
stressful one because we have so many 
people come and watch us. I don't get 
nervous at any other races." 

Steven made the Leap into racing after 
his brother Graham challenged him 
several years ago. 

"My dad used to do it when it first 
started about 28 years ago and then my 
brother Graham bought one," he said. 

"We used to go along to race meetings 


and then we were sat in here (Portobello 
Inn) one night and he dared me to give it a 
go. 

"So I bought a truck and I've been doing 
it for about five years now and it's been 
brilliant fun. 

"I never expected to end up as Class B 
Champion. The first Lorry I had wasn’t the 
quickest so I bought my brother’s old one 
and we had three really good seasons 
before we nicked it Last season. 

"My sponsors have bought me a new 
truck and a new engine and now all we're 
waiting for is a new clutch. With every¬ 
thing we've done, fingers crossed it will all 
fall into place. 

"This could be a testing weekend for us, 
but hopefully we'll have it all nipped in the 
bud for when we come back (at Brands 
Hatch) in November." 
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Essam vows to spoil party 
for Di Canio and Swindon 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

GILLINGHAM star Connor Essam says the team 
have no intention of being unwelcome guests at 
Swindon’s promotion celebrations tomorrow. 

The League Two table-toppers visit Priestfield 
five points ahead of second place Shrewsbury 
with just three games to go. 

Victory will deny Paulo Di Canio’s side the title 
for another week - and, more importantly, 
reignite fast-fading hopes the Gills can still clinch 
a play-off berth. 

Centre-back Essam said: “We have to spoil the 
party,” said the 22-year-old, “leave it a week un¬ 
til they win the league. 

“The last thing we want is them to come and 
win the league here, our fans will hate it and we 
will hate it. 

“It will be the biggest game I have played in. If 
we beat Swindon we have got the best chance 
out of the three involved of getting into the play¬ 
offs. 

“If we get a win there’s no reason we cannot 
sneak in there, there’s always one that gets a late 
charge. 

“If we don’t win I think we will struggle being 
realistic.” 

Gills boss Andy Hessenthaler is hoping that if 
Swindon do win the league then the no doubt 
joyous scenes at the final whistle will inspire his 
players. 

“To see their celebrations would hurt me a lit¬ 
tle bit, that’s where I want to be,” he said. 

“That should drive them on to make sure we 




FACT FILE: 


SWINDON 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: 

Gills 28 wins, Swindon 35 wins 
LAST MEETING: 

Swindon Town 2 Gillingham 0 
October 25, 2011 (League Two) 
PREVIOUS GAME: 

Aldershot 2 Swindon 1 
ApriL 17, 2012 

SWINDON’S FORM: LWWWWD 
LEAGUE POSITION: 1st 
TALKING POINT: Will Gillingham be able 
to put an inconsistent run behind them 
and take a giant leap towards the play¬ 
offs at the expense of Swindon’s title 
celebrations? This game could make or 
break their season. 


MUST WIN: Connor Essam says players and fans will hate it if they Lose to Swindon 


get there. If it doesn’t happen this year then we 
will have to rebuild this summer and and get to¬ 
gether a squad that can get us out of this 
league. 

“If I was a player I would be standing there 
thinking ‘that’s what I want’, that should give 
them the motivation.” 

He pointed to a lack of consistency over the 
season coupled with injuries as a major factor in 


being short of the play-offs, but still maintained 
that they can get there. 

“It’s not going to be an easy game,” he said. 
“Our home form of late has not been particularly 
good, we have got to put that right. 

“We have got to go out and play at a higher 
tempo. 

“It’s going to be a disappointing season if we 
don’t reach the top seven.” 


RUGBY 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Another year, another League: 
Medway promotion goes on 


MEDWAY RFC have clinched yet 
another promotion to add to their 
impressive recent honours. 

The side has quickly climbed its 
way through the divisions and after 
finishing second in the London 3 
South they will next year play at 
their highest ever Level. 

Even a Loss in the last game of 
the season to third placed 
Folkestone at the weekend couLdn’t 
change things as Medway finished 
15 points above their Kent rivals. 

But they couLdn’t keep up with 
top side Crowbrough who finished 
13 points above them. 

Director of rugby Mark Marriott 
was full of praise for everyone 
involved in the club at all Levels for 
helping it rise through the divisions. 

"We were a sleeping giant, and 
now it's just coming out of its 
slumber," he said. 

“We are planning to go into the 
League to be competitive: we are 
not going in there to just hold our 
own. 

"In the six years I have been at 
the club we have been promoted 
four times, and we have been in 
four cup finals. 

"There has been a huge improve- 



PROMOTION: The charge goes on 

ment from top to bottom of the 
club." 

He pointed to the unity through¬ 
out the club as a big reason for its 
success. 

He said: "Before it was quite 
disparate, the sections were all 
playing under the same body but it 
just wasn't enough." 


Broncos visit Priestfield 
ahead of ‘home’ match 


THE London Broncos have been 
checking out Priestfield this week 
ahead of their Super League tie at 
the ground against Hull FC in May. 

The rugby League sides meet in 
what is a home League game for 
the Broncos who normally play at 
the Twickenham Stoop. 

But in an effort to give fans 
around the country, particularly in 
the south, a chance to experience a 
rugby League game the fixture has 
been moved to Priestfield; home of 
the Gills. 

Broncos head coach Rob Powell 
said he was Looking forward to a 
good atmosphere at the stadium. 

"I have been here before to 
watch football.," he said. 

"It’s a nice place to play rugby 
league. Tight stadiums are good for 
atmosphere. We are hoping it will 
make it a great spectacle. 

“It's a good opportunity to show 
case the squad. 

"It's an opportunity for us to 
show people what we think is a 
good game. It’s fast, big collisions, 
so good qualities that people Like to 
watch in athletes. 

"A Lot of our fans are from this 
area and they come all the way to 



BRONCOS: Coming to Priestfield 
The Stoop." 

Broncos player Tony CLubb, who 
is from Gravesend is Looking 
forward to playing infront of his 
friends and family. 

"It's nice to come back and see it 
all here," he said. "It's a pretty nice 
stadium, 

"We know Hull are a good team, 
a competitive team, so we know we 
will have to be on our best to beat 
them." 

The match kicks off at 2pm on 
Sunday, May 20. 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 



WITH FRED ATKINS 
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Heroism is not 
what it was 

IT'S possible you never expected 
to read the words “Dermot 
O'Leary" and "startling insight" in 
the same article, Let alone the same 
paragraph, but earlier this year he 
produced a genuinely revealing interview 
with Thierry Henry on the concept of 
heroism. 

As a television presenter who normally 
deals exclusively in the vacuous, O'Leary 
confessed that while Henry was his hero, 
he was at an age where he couldn’t 
worship footballers any more, and the 
player agreed saying statues should be for 
war heroes. 

Yet if you're of a certain age and follow 
Ashford, Dover, Hythe, Folkestone, 

Maidstone, or Margate the chances are 
that a former Royal Marine called Frank 
Ovard will be one of your heroes. 

I've no idea what his military record was 
but as a footballer he was a complete 
one-off, capable of dribbling his way 
around an entire team. 

He had the talent to play professionally, 
but his only spell in the Football League 
ended in failure because Gillingham 
wanted him to conform to their system, 
which was a bit Like hiring Jimi Hendrix 
and constricting him to play three chords. 

Yet what he's arguably most remem¬ 
bered for is an ability to "earn" penalties. 

As soon as he entered the penalty area 
Ovard simply dragged one across the 
other and collapsed in a heap. He made 
Ashley Young Look Like Willem Defoe in 
the film Platoon, somehow staying on his 
feet even though he'd been shot so many 
times he Looked Like a garden sprinkler. 

Ovard had a reputation and yet a 
staggering number of referees still 
awarded him penalties in his career. 

What's striking now is that nobody ever 
seemed to mind. Young, Like Henry, has 
been pilloried for diving and yet when 
Ovard hit the deck it only ever seemed to 
provoke knowing laughter from the team 
he was playing for and eye-roLLing resigna¬ 
tion from the opposition. 

One reason is because he usually only 
played in front of a few hundred fans and 
while it's possible there might be some 
television footage of him locked in a vault 
somewhere, there's no readily available 
visual evidence - which sadly means 
there's also no footage of some of the 
great goals he scored. 

Another is that although he dived he 
didn't compound the crime by furiously 
instructing the referee to send the 
innocent defender off. 

Perhaps this is because he didn't take 
football that seriously (although it's said 
he once punched a hole through a wooden 
door after losing a Kent Senior Cup tie). 

As the man himself once said, when 
reflecting on the end of his career: "I still 
went down. I just took Longer to get up." 

I can still admire great players but I’ll 
never think of them in the way I thought of 
Ovard. And as I’m the same age 
as O'Leary that's probably just as 
well. 













Medwaymobility 


WE ARE MOVING 

AS OF THE 30TH OF APRIL WE WILL BE TRADING 
FROM MEDWAY HOUSE, 277 GILLINGHAM ROAD, 
GILLINGHAM, KENT, ME74QX 


286 High Street Chatham ME4 4BP 


We stock a wide range of daily living aids including: 



TRI WALKERS 
from £55.99+VAT 
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RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS 
from £599.99+VAT 

(LIMITED STOCK) 


QUAD WALKERS 
from £79.99+VAT 


r — 
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Escape Lite 

£174. 50 + VAT 



Link 

£289.°°+VAT 


Whirl 

£208. 04 +vat 



FOR OUR LOWEST PRICES 
PLEASE CALL US NOW ON 

01634 409114 


www. medwaymobility. com 
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Part of the RMS group 






